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MAILBOX
PRESIDENT GRAVES SPEAKS
Recently I read the William & Mary Alum-
ni Magazine that featured Glenn Close. I
thought it was very well done. Glenn
Close was an excellent actress at William
& Mary, where she honed her skills and
[paved] the way for a brilliant career. She
was also a most genuine person. I also
know well Sunny Williams, who was a
great friend of mine. Robert Gates was
another excellent individual who
deserved every honor he has received.
I thoroughly enjoyed my years at

William & Mary — 14 years! One of these

years, I hope to return! Now that I am 88,
I think I’d better hurry.
All I hear about President Reveley, I

think he is doing an excellent job in lead-
ing William & Mary into the 21st century.

THOMAS A. GRAVES JR.
President Emeritus
Williamsburg, Va.

We  welcome letters from our readers and reserve

the right to edit them. Please send correspondence

to Editor, William & Mary Alumni Magazine,

P.O. Box 2100, Williamsburg, VA 23187 or email 

alumni.magazine@wm.edu.

W&M CAMPUS SHOTS
At the William & Mary Alumni Magazine,
we are on the hunt for interesting,
unique or captivating images of William 
& Mary from the individuals who know
it best: our readers. If you have photos
that exemplify what William & Mary
means to you, we’d love to see them.  If
they catch our eye, we just might print
them in the W&M Alumni Magazine.
Go online and visit our Flickr group at

http://a.wmalumni.com/campus_photos
to post your images and share your
experiences at W&M.

In the Summer 2012 issue of the Alumni Magazine, we incorrectly credited
the photo below, which was used in our State of the Arts feature. Geoffrey
Wade was the photographer. The magazine staff regrets the error.

Photo Credit Correction
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The William and Mary Alumni Association seeks a Direc-
tor of Engagement to lead our alumni outreach program.
Major responsibilities include managing existing, and

developing new, alumni chapters; recruiting and training volun-
teers; organizing chapter events; serving as liaison to various
constituent groups; and developing and implementing opportuni-
ties for alumni connections. The director supervises an assistant
director who provides career and networking support and a pro-
gram assistant.
For more information about this exciting career opportunity,

visit www.wmalumni.com/jobs or email engagement@wm.edu.

Exciting Job Opportunity
with the Alumni Association
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We all walked the paths of William
& Mary in our youth, whether it

was last year or decades ago. We all
know the history of the College and are
a part of that. We all forged some of our
deeper friendships on campus. We all
have that sense of Tribe Pride in our
hearts. That is what Homecoming is all
about, whether it is a reunion year for
you or not. Find your youth, your spirit,
your history, your friends, your passion
… and your pride. Find your W&M at
Homecoming on October 25-28.
It’s not a coincidence that we cele-

brate Homecoming in the fall. In the
same season that the Class of 2016 takes
their first steps on campus, it is time for
all of us to walk in the footprints we left
behind. It is time to find yourself …
again … at William & Mary.
I know that many of you have counted

the years to figure out if it is a reunion
year for you. And yes, reunions are an
important part of Homecoming and a spe-
cial time to come together. But reunion
year or not, Homecoming is a time for
ALL of us. Homecoming 2012 is for YOU!
So if your class year ends in 2 or 7, we

have particular plans for you, including
class photos and special places to meet
up and spend time with your classmates.
But the entire weekend is full of things to
do for everyone. We want you here every
year and I hope you will come.
Here are just some of the highlights: 
Following a day of seminars and pre-

sentations as part of the Sundial Speaker
Series at the Alumni House, the Home-
coming Parade begins at 4:30 p.m. on 
Friday, October 26. If you can’t make it to
campus, the Parade will be streamed live
on the wmalumni.com/parade website.
Kicking off Friday evening will be the Pep
Rally with Coach Marv Levy and other
special guests, followed by the second
annual Friday Night Block Party from 7-
11 p.m. Richmond Road will be closed
between the Alumni House and the Delis
so that we can all dance the night away.
If you’re like me, many of your memo-

ries center around the Sunken Garden.

From Triathlon traditions and the King
and Queen Ball to playing Frisbee or
just hanging out, the Sunken Garden
brings back many fond memories. It is
the heart of campus and the heart of
Saturday’s Homecoming celebrations.
At noon on Saturday, our time in the

Sunken Garden begins with the Home-
coming Tailgate. The festive atmosphere
will include typical tailgate food and
drink, gatherings for reunions (and
everyone else), a Children’s Carnival,
hot air balloon rides and a variety of
alumni bands performing in the first
Wrenstock. The football game begins at
3:30 p.m. but Wrenstock will continue
until 6 p.m. Then from 8:30-11:30 p.m.
the Sunken Gardens will be an all-out
party as we host the Saturday Night
Bash. You won’t want to miss it and we
don’t want to miss you!
Make your plans now to come back to

the ’Burg for the best Homecoming yet.
Get in touch with your friends. Be part of
the celebration. It’s time to come home.

KARENR. COTTRELL ’66, M.ED. ’69, ED.D. ’84
Executive Vice President

William & Mary Alumni Association

A complete Homecoming schedule is
available at www.wmalumni.com/

homecoming. New events will be added as
details become available.

It’s Time To Come Home
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W illiam & Mary, “loved of old,”
has a powerful tradition of
innovation reaching back hun-

dreds of years. In the 1760s, Professor
William Small broke the mold of rote mem-
orization then characteristic of undergrad-
uate education; he taught through lectures
and hands-on experience, with Thomas 
Jefferson 1762 among his students. Phi Beta
Kappa, the nation’s preeminent academic
honor society and its first Greek fraternity,
began at William & Mary in 1776. The
nation’s first law school was created in 1779
at William & Mary under the leadership of
George Wythe, whose creative curriculum
set the early standard for legal education.
That year also saw William & Mary become
the first American university, as well as
adopt the first elective curriculum and cre-
ate the first school of modern languages.
In 1888, William & Mary was the first

in the Commonwealth to combine the 
liberal arts with teacher training. In 
1918, the College became the first public
institution in Virginia to become co-
educational. Through the efforts of a
William & Mary biology professor, the
Virginia Fisheries Laboratory, now the
Virginia Institute of Marine Science, was
founded in 1940 and began its cutting-
edge work with marine resources.
Professor Small would be delighted

with today’s campus, especially the newly
renovated and expanded William Small
Hall. There, the day after the discovery of
the Higgs boson was announced in
Europe just a few months ago, our physi-
cist Marc Sher put an undergraduate to
work examining raw data from the Large
Hadron Collider, where the boson was dis-
covered, to test Professor Sher’s theories
on the particle’s nature (p. 44).
Two hundred and fifty years after

George Wythe included training in mock
courtrooms and legislative assemblies as
part of his ground-breaking legal curricu-
lum, the Law School’s Center for Legal and
Court Technology, led by Fred Lederer, is
home to the world’s most technologically
advanced trial and appellate courtroom.

reach, even more committed to student-
faculty research, and very attuned to how
technology can help advance our mission at
sustainable cost.
From Washington and Jefferson to

Monroe, Tyler and Gates, William &
Mary’s record of service to the country is
stunning. Our students follow in this tra-
dition even before graduation. Last year,
more than 333,000 hours were given by
students to service on campus, in the
community, around the country and even
around the world.
William & Mary prepares its students to

think rigorously and critically, to engage
new ideas openly and tackle problems cre-
atively, to grasp something of the enormity
and diversity of the world in which they
will live, and to communicate effectively.
We do not drill our undergraduates in the
specifics of any one job but rather we give
them the intellectual prowess to evolve
vocationally across a range of jobs in a 
rapidly changing marketplace. William &
Mary prepares its people to lead in whatev-
er context they find themselves — and to
devote part of their talent and energy to
leading for the larger good.
To stay preeminent, the College must keep

breaking boundaries. That is our challenge.

W. TAYLOR REVELEY III
President, College of William & Mary

FROMTHEBRAFFERTON

More than 400 years after the Virginia
Company founded Jamestown for entre-
preneurial reasons, our Mason School of
Business continues to fan this innovative
flame through its Alan B. Miller Entrepre-
neurship Center. 
While it’s not possible to capture an iconic

place like William & Mary in a few words, it’s
important to try because the effort forces us
to think hard about what we believe we are
and where we need to go. During the last
couple of years, William & Mary people 
(faculty, students, staff, alumni and Board
members) have taken a run at crystallizing a
“vision” of the College. That effort has been
informed by our long tradition of innovation.
Here is the current state of our labors:
William & Mary: The Liberal Arts University

William & Mary redefines the academic com-
munity: building on more than 300 years of
innovation and excellence, we break the bound-
aries between teaching and research, student
and instructor, living and learning. People come
to William & Mary wanting to change the
world – and we do.
Let’s elaborate on this statement a bit.

While William & Mary is a “College” for “all
time coming” because of its Royal Charter,
in reality it has become “William & Mary:
The Liberal Arts University,” with profes-
sional programs reaching back to 1779, and
Ph.D. programs for almost 50 years. We do
things very differently from other leading
public universities. As one faculty member
put it, William & Mary mates the brains of a
research university and the heart of a small
liberal arts college. This entails a powerful
commitment to the liberal arts and to both
teaching (including tenured professors
teaching undergraduates) and expanding
the bounds of human understanding
through research. What other leading public
university provides the kind of intimate
instruction we do for each of our undergrad-
uates and the sort of opportunities for even
freshman to work closely with professors in
meaningful research?
To keep delivering this sort of engaged

learning, we must become more interdisci-
plinary in our curriculum and global in our

Breaking Boundaries
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AROUND THE WREN
  W&M

A New Twist On an Old Tradition ~ BY BEN KENNEDY ’05

onvocation, in the eyes of President W. Taylor Reveley III, is one of many occasions on the William & Mary calendar to
be “robustly jubilant.” ~ As the crowd of upperclassmen stretched all the way from the Wren portico into the Sunken
Garden, waiting to welcome the new students, it was clear the College had taken his instructions to heart. Convocation
2012 was underway — albeit a little bit in reverse. ~ Rather than baking in the Wren Courtyard as in decades past, the

Class of 2016 gathered under the shade of the College Yard trees to hear a welcome from speaker Rebecca Beach Smith ’71, J.D. ’79.
It was some of the best weather for the event in a decade. ~ “I challenge each of you to not only take advantage over the next four
years of all the wonderful options – academically and socially,” she said on the 45th anniversary of her own convocation at William &
Mary in 1967. Smith was the first woman to become a federal judge in Virginia. ~ Smith explained that her student days were full
of change: when she entered the College, women had to contend with house mothers, curfews and a dress code. By the time she
graduated, the restrictions had been lifted. But at William & Mary, she said, modernization can coexist with a rich history. ~ “Both
change and tradition can exist positively together,” she said, “as they have here for 300 years.” ~ Unlike in the late 60s, the William
& Mary of 2012 is host to 528 international students, said Smith. Forty-two countries are represented; the international student
population at the College has doubled in the last six years. The remarkable diversity was fertile ground for a transformative College
experience, she said. ~ “You stand on the threshold of one of the most exciting times in your life,” Smith said. ~ President Reve-
ley later took the podium for his brief closing remarks, one of his trademarks. He awarded the 2012 President’s Awards for Service
to the Community to one staff member and one student. The staff winner was Regina Root, associate professor of Hispanic studies,
for her scholarship on ethical fashion; the student honoree was Delaney Janson ’13 for her work with the Lackey Free Clinic. 

The Class of 2016 Blazes a New Trail Through the Wren at Convocation

Incoming freshman and transfer students “officially” joined the
Tribe family on Wednesday, August 29.
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among public universities and 40th overall, up from 49th  last year.

The College is also 21st among research universities on the list. 

Complete rankings appeared in the Aug. 20 issue of Forbes Magazine.

$43.6 million Supporters of William

& Mary gave $43.6 mil-

lion during fiscal year 2012, which ended on June 30. The effort rep-

resents a 6.5 percent increase from FY2011, which was $41 million.

More than 30,300 individuals, corporations and foundations gave

to the College during FY2012, breaking a record set last year. 

9Nine recent graduates from the College of William & Mary have

received Fulbright U.S. Student Grants, and four have been

selected as alternates. The scholars will use the grants during

2012-2013 to travel to locations across the globe to teach or con-

duct research. The Fulbright U.S. Student Program is the largest

U.S. exchange program for students and young professionals who

wish to conduct graduate studies, undertake research or teach

abroad.   About 1,800 grants are awarded annually to send scholars

to more than 155 countries across the world.

6 The College was ranked sixth in the Princeton Review’s “Top 10

Best Value Public Colleges,” part of their 2013 edition of The

Best 377 Colleges, released Aug. 21. The Princeton Review does not

rank the colleges from one to 377, however, it includes 62 ranking

lists of colleges in a variety of categories.

528For the first time, William & Mary will host 528 inter-

national students this fall semester. Of the expected

international students, 247 are new students including 83 fresh-

men, 29 undergraduate exchange students, two members of the

St. Andrews Joint Degree Programme, four law exchange students,

and 129 degree-seeking graduate students. Countries represented

by this year’s international students include China, India, South

Korea, the United Kingdom, Australia, Germany, Austria, Thailand,

Pakistan, Nigeria, Azerbaijan, Venezuela, Bangladesh, Saudi Arabia,

France and Iran.

4 In Forbes’ “America’s Top Colleges” guide to 650 undergradu-

ate institutions, the College is the second-highest ranked

state-supported school in the country. W&M comes in at fourth

AROUND THE WREN

11ALUMNI MAGAZINE FALL 2012

 
 

 

  
  Then, as is customary, the Wren bell

began to toll and Vice President for Stu-
dent Affairs Ginger Ambler ’88, Ph.D. ’06
announced their arrival: the Class of 2016
and the rest of the new students. They
were walking the reverse direction from a
usual convocation — from College Yard

through the building and onward to the
Wren Courtyard — but no matter: the
upperclass members of the Tribe were
waiting for them. The pathway made by
the cheering students was so narrow, often
only one person could pass through at 
a time.

“It was crazy to touch all the hands of
my fellow Tribe members,” said Laura
Wood ’16. “It was absolutely insane.”
“I was not expecting it to be this grand,

actually,” said Zack Assan ’16. “I’m sur-
prised at how big the community is here —
it’s quite wonderful that everyone wel-
comes you. It’s a great feeling, walking
through those doors.”
After days of orientation, the stu-

dents were undoubtedly ready for class-
es to start, but the William & Mary
community was already starting to take
hold in its newest members.
“It’s so exciting,” said Meghan Foley

’16. “You can’t help but smile as you’re
walking through.”
“When they say ‘one Tribe, one fami-

ly,’  they real ly  mean it ,”  said Kyle
McCauley ’16.
While their journeys were only begin-

ning, there was no doubt the incoming
students would transform the College
and themselves while in Williamsburg.
Provost Michael Halleran put it best at
the opening of the day’s ceremonies:
“The person you become here will

last a lifetime,” he said. “Welcome.”
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Upperclassmen celebrate and congratulate the new arrivals.
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Governor announces appointments to the W&M BOV

Kendrick F. Ashton Jr. ’98, Ann
Green Baise, Keith S. Fimian ’78
and John E. Littel will join Robert

E. Scott J.D. ’68 as appointees to the
William & Mary Board of Visitors, Gov.
Bob McDonnell announced on July 6.

Ashton, a former star player on the
Tribe football team and director of a glob-
al financial services firm based in New
York City; Baise, a former elementary
school teacher and former rector at Long-
wood University; Fimian, also a former
W&M football star and a businessman in
Northern Virginia; and Littel, an executive
vice president with a national healthcare
insurance provider, have been appointed
as new members to the Board. They
replace Janet M. Brashear ’82, Colin G.
Campbell, Timothy P. Dunn ’83 and R.
Philip Herget III, honorary alumnus.

Scott, a law professor at Columbia Uni-
versity and former professor at the
William & Mary Law School, was reap-
pointed to a second term of four years.

“It’s  wonderful  that Bob Scott is
returning to our Board of Visitors.   He is
playing a vital role,” said President 
Taylor Reveley.   

“A warm welcome to the Board’s new
members Kendrick Ashton, Ann Baise,
Keith Fimian and John Littel.  I look for-
ward very much to working with them
for the good of William & Mary.  With new
members, there is always the departure
of those who have been serving.  Saying
goodbye is never easy.  It is especially dif-
ficult this year because Janet Brashear,
Colin Campbell, Tim Dunn and Phil Her-
get have each contributed so enormously
to the work of the Board and the life 
of the university.  They leave with our 
profound gratitude.”

Board members are appointed to four-
year terms beginning July 1, 2012.

Kendrick F. Ashton Jr.

Ashton, of New York, majored in inter-
national relations at William & Mary.
Since graduation, he has stayed connect-
ed to the university, including serving as

a member of the William & Mary Foun-
dation Board of Trustees. In 2008, he
served as chair of the reunion committee
for the Class of 1998.

A four-year letter winner on the Tribe
football team, Ashton finished his playing
career by earning all-conference honors
at cornerback in 1997. He was also a key
contributor on the team’s 1996 Yankee
Conference Championship squad, playing
alongside Tribe great Darren Sharper ’97
to form one of the nation’s elite defenses
at the time. On campus, Ashton was a
member of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity,
the Black Student Organization and the
African-American Male Coalition. In
1998, he received the Benjamin Stoddart
Ewell Award in recognition of his campus
leadership and academics. 

Ashton went on to receive his M.B.A.
and J.D. from the University of Chicago.
Prior to joining Perella Weinberg Part-
ners, Ashton was an investment banker
in the Industrials and Natural Resources
Group of Goldman Sachs & Co.

Ann Green Baise

Baise, of Falls Church, Va., serves as
treasurer of Baise Farms, a corn and soy-
bean operation in Illinois and Vermont.

Baise comes to the board with several
years of experience in a similar position.
She served on the Board of Visitors at her
alma mater, Longwood University, from
1996 until 2004. During that time, she was
elected three times as Rector of the
Board. She also served as chair of the
Academic and Student Affairs Committee
and Chair of the Nominating Committee.

Baise earned her undergraduate
degree in elementary education from
Longwood and a master’s degree in edu-
cation from Virginia Tech. Previously,
she served as an elementary school
teacher in Fairfax County Public Schools
and later as an educator and program
director of the district’s gifted and talent-
ed programs. She has also served as a
consultant to the National Geographic
Society and the National Wildlife Federa-

tion. In 2000 and 2002, she was named
the Columbia Hospital for Women Volun-
teer of the Year.

Keith S. Fimian

Fimian, of Oakton, Va., majored in
accounting while at William & Mary and
played on the Tribe football team. Follow-
ing graduation, he was signed as a free
agent by the NFL’s Cleveland Browns.

Fimian currently serves as chairman
and CEO of U.S. Inspect. The company,
based in the suburbs of Washington D.C.,
provides residential, corporate and com-
mercial property inspections in all 50
states. Prior to founding the company in
1986, he worked for seven years with the
international accounting firm KPMG
Peat Marwick. 

Fimian has also been involved in a
number of civic organizations, including
serving as president of Washington, D.C.’s
Youth Leadership Foundation, which
serves disadvantaged youth.

At W&M, Fimian was a fullback on the
football team and co-captain during his
senior season. In the 1976 season, he
rushed for a career-high 703 yards and
eight touchdowns — including a 164-yard
performance in the team’s 14-0 win at
Virginia. He also was a member of Kappa
Sigma fraternity, the William & Mary
Choir, the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes and the Accounting Club.

John E. Littel

Littel, of Virginia Beach, is executive
vice president for external relations at
Amerigroup, a national health insurance
company that serves approximately 
2.2 million members in 13 states. As execu-
tive vice president, Littel is responsible 
for the company’s growth and business 
development, including government and
community affairs, initiatives, sales and
marketing, e-business and corporate com-
munications. He also serves as chair of the
company’s charitable foundation.

Previously, Littel served in a number of
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between 1934–1935 to house the offices

of the president, bursar, business manag-

er, registrar, treasurer and deans of the

College. When the building opened in

1935, it was known as Marshall-Wythe

Hall; the building was renamed James

Blair Hall in honor of the College’s first

president in 1968. Four presidents had

their offices there before the president’s

office was moved to Ewell Hall in 1962 and

then to the Brafferton in 1985. The move

to Blair is a temporary one. The renewal

and preservation work at the Brafferton,

built in 1723, is scheduled to take just a

year to complete.

Willis ’13 crowned Miss Virginia

Rosemary Willis ’13, who was the reigning

Miss Roanoke Valley, was crowned  Miss

Virginia  at the annual pageant held in

Roanoke, Va., in late June. Willis, who is

majoring in government  and minoring in

kinesiology, won $17,000 in scholarship

money when she received the Miss Vir-

ginia crown. Willis teaches exercise class-

es at the Student Recreation Center, and

she is a member of the a capella

group  The Accidentals. 

[NEWSBRIEFS]
The Dalai Lama to speak on Oct. 10, 2012

His Holiness the 14th  Dalai Lama, consid-

ered one of the world’s most influential

spiritual leaders and winner of the 1989

Nobel Peace

Prize, will

speak at

William &

Mary on

Wednesday,

Oct. 10, 2012.

The event,

which is

sponsored by

the  William &

Mary Student

Assembly, is

open to the

public and will

be held at 2 p.m. in William & Mary

Hall.  The Dalai Lama is expected to deliver

a lecture focused on the virtues of human

compassion. His lecture at William & Mary

is part of a larger tour at a number of

schools across the country, including

stops at Middlebury College and Western

Connecticut State University. The Dalai

Lama has received many awards, hon-

orary doctorates and prizes in recognition

of his message of peace, inter-religious

understanding, universal responsibility

and compassion. The author of more than

72 books, he has traveled to more than 62

countries spanning 6 continents.

W&M and EVMS to explore merger

William & Mary and Eastern Virginia Med-

ical School issued a joint statement on

July 25 that both institutions have agreed

to exclusively explore the feasibility of

having EVMS become the William & Mary

School of Medicine. President Taylor Rev-

eley said both institutions will take a care-

ful, long look at the possibility. EVMS,

located near downtown Norfolk, Va., was

responsible for the first successful in-vitro

fertilization in the United States.

Brafferton repairs move President and

Provost to Blair

In mid-July, William & Mary President Tay-

lor Reveley and Provost Michael Halleran

moved their offices and staff from

the  Brafferton  to James Blair Hall. Blair

Hall, which sits on the northwest corner of

the Sunken Garden, was constructed
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The Dalai Lama

senior positions in state and local govern-
ment, including serving as the Common-
wealth of Virginia’s Deputy Secretary of
Health and Human Resources. On the fed-
eral level, he served in the White House’s
Office of National Drug Control Policy.

Littel previously served on the boards
of the Family and Children’s Trust Fund,
Virginia’s family violence prevention
agency, and  For Kids, a program for
homeless families in Norfolk. He current-
ly serves on the Board of Advisors for
W&M’s Thomas Jefferson Program in
Public Policy.

Littel earned his undergraduate
degree in philosophy and political science
from the University of Scranton and his

law degree from the Columbus School of
Law at Catholic University.

Robert E. Scott

Scott,  of New York, is the Alfred
McCormack Professor of Law at Colum-
bia University.  He received his law
degree in 1968 from the William & Mary
Law School, where he served as editor-
in-chief of the William & Mary Law
Review. He also taught at the Law School
before joining the faculty at the Universi-
ty of Virginia School of Law in 1974. He
taught there until 2006, serving as the
school’s dean from 1991 to 2001.

Scott is known nationally as a scholar

in the fields of contracts, commercial
transactions and bankruptcy. He served
as president of the American Law Deans
Association from 1999-2001, and in Octo-
ber 2004, he was presented the Thomas
Jefferson Award, the highest honor
granted by the University of Virginia.
Scott received his undergraduate degree
from Oberlin College.

Scott was appointed to the Board in
2008 and currently serves as chair of
the Board’s Committee on Strategic Ini-
tiatives. He also serves as vice chair 
of the Committee on Academic Affairs
and is a member of the Committee on
Financial Affairs.

-W&M News Staff
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f there’s been one constant in Sara Schaefer’s ’00 success, it’s
been Justin Timberlake. 
Though the Virginia native and Mr. SexyBack have never

formally met, Timberlake has served as a comedic inspiration
for Schaefer, whose new television program “The Nikki and Sara
Show” will debut early next year on MTV.
On the phone from her apartment in Brooklyn, the 34-year-old

reflects on college, her odd career path and her campaign to get
Timberlake to once again bring sexy back. 
Schaefer grew up outside of Richmond, and made the decision to

attend William & Mary as a kid. At the College, she double-majored
in theatre and English, and co-founded the campus’ sketch comedy
group 7th Grade. The ensemble was originally titled Etch A Sketch,
but a cease and desist letter from the toy’s manufacturers persuad-
ed them to change the name.
After graduating, Schaefer lived briefly in New Orleans before

moving to New York with a friend to pursue her sketch comedy
dream. As she was getting ready to move, two planes crashed
into the World Trade Center, making a scary enough transition a
terrifying one.
“The city just had this feeling of hanging onto each other for dear

life,” Schaefer says. “It was an interesting time to move here, but I
did, and it was worth it.”
She immediately fell in love with New York’s comedy scene. To

pay the bills, she took a job as an analyst for a security fraud firm.
“It was a horrible work environment, really unpleasant,” says

Schaefer. She worked at the firm by day and pursued comedy at
night, slowly building a name for herself. She also began hosting a
talk show in a theater, interviewing better known comedians like
Marc Maron. Four and a half years later she got her first big break
as a web show host for AOL.
She quit her job at the firm, donated her office clothes and swore

she would never work in an office again. The show was cancelled a
year later, sending Schaefer back to her desk job, albeit only for a
few months. She got a gig as a blogger for VH1’s “Best Week Ever,”
then was hired as a blogger for “Late Night with Jimmy Fallon” less
than a year later.
“Jimmy is exactly the same off-camera as he is on-camera,

enthusiastic and fun and nice,” Schaefer says. “He’s really excit-
ed about what he’s doing, and that excitement just spreads
through the staff.”
Schaefer says the work schedule was demanding, but the work

itself was fun. As head blogger, part of her duties included inter-
viewing celebrities backstage. The experience weaned her from
being star struck, but admits meeting Jon Hamm and former “Sat-
urday Night Live” star Molly Shannon were still quite thrilling.
Plus, she even locked eyes backstage once with Justin Timberlake.
“Working at ‘Late Night’ was my dream,” Schaefer says. “I

couldn’t believe it came true.”

The long hours paid off, earning Schaefer two Emmy Awards
for her work. But when it became clear to Schaefer that she
wouldn’t be allowed to become a regular writer for the show, she
made the unusual decision to leave “Late Night” to work on
“Who Wants to be a Millionaire?” She says it was the smartest
decision she ever made.
It was around this time that Schaefer met future “comedy soul

mate” Nikki Glaser at a party. They bonded instantly over their
love of Justin Timberlake.
“We were passionately yelling in each other’s faces ‘When is he

going to make another album? This is Jessica Biel’s fault!’”
recalls Schaefer. “That’s what brought us together, and our rela-
tionship grew from there.” 
Though they had just met, the comedians decided to start

“You Had to Be There,” a weekly podcast riffing on their personal
lives and pop culture. 
“It was like the movie ‘Knocked Up,’” jokes Glaser. “We got a

little drunk at a party, met, [and] came up with an idea for a pod-
cast over a party-sized hummus.”
Initially, the women would wait until the podcast to tell each

other important or funny stories so they could share them with
the audience at the same time. Their chemistry, and the premise
of two people becoming friends while on-air, proved a hit with
podcast listeners.
When the pair decided to take their brand of comedy to televi-

sion, they decided their first conversation about Timberlake would
be the place to start. Schaefer and Glaser created a mock public
service announcement titled “Justin Timberlake, Make Music
Again,” pleading the singer to pick up where his 2006 album
“FutureSex/LoveSounds” left off. Timberlake was apparently
amused, tweeting the video and posting it on his Facebook wall. 
With this viral video under their belts, the women successfully

pitched a pilot to MTV titled “The Nikki and Sara Show.” The half-
hour show will begin with fast-paced jokes a la “Weekend Update”
or “The Soup,” then segue into sketches and celebrity interviews.
“Their chemistry is ultimately the reason we made the pilot in

the first place,” says Brent Haynes, MTV’s senior vice president of
comedy and animation. “Nikki and Sara have a remarkable gift for
making funny look easy, and it’s anything but.”
Pre-production for the show will begin later this fall, and the

women plan to continue their podcast while filming. It hasn’t
been lost on Schaefer that she’s quickly joining the ranks of the
College’s other comedy notables, like Jon Stewart ’84, D.A. ’04,
Patton Oswalt ’91 and Chip Esten ’87.
“People are like ‘You’re in an elite club now, and William & Mary

will be known as the talk show host school,’” Schaefer jokes.
“I just feel that the creative environment is really strong. It’s not

a hippy school. It’s creative enough where you have space to grow,
but it’s structured enough that you learn how to get stuff done.”

Making Funny Look Easy
Getting Sketchy with Sara Schaefer ’00 ~ By Rich Griset
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Find Your W&M
Homecoming 2012 Is For Everyone    ~ MITCH VANDER VORST

W hat does your alma matermean for you? Spirit. History. Friends. Passion. Pride. Your first day on campus was the beginning of a
lifetime relationship, one that is more than reunions and annual giving. It’s time to come home. We want to see you at Homecom-
ing 2012 on October 25-28!~ Homecoming is not just for 5-year reunions. It’s for everyone. If it is your reunion year (class years

ending in 2 or 7), there are plenty of times and places to connect with your classmates. But we have planned a great Homecoming for every-
one.~ Kickoff your weekend on Friday at the Alumni House for the Sundial Speaker Series. Check out the schedule for everything from a
political panel to Coach Laycock ’70. There’s even a beer tasting. Speakers will be presenting from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.~ At 4:30 p.m., find a spot
on the Homecoming Parade route and cheer for your favorite float. Be sure to stay for the pep rally and Friday Night Block Party. ~ Satur-
day, be sure to head to the Sunken Garden from noon – 3 p.m. for the Tailgate — alumni bands will be playing for the first-ever Wrenstock.
Then catch the game against the University of Maine at 3:30 p.m. Finish your day at the Saturday Night Bash, from 8:30-11:30 p.m. in the
Sunken Garden. ~ Whether you are in the ’Burg or not, follow along online. The Homecoming mobile site at http://m.wm.edu/homecoming
will have everything you need. You can also follow the hashtag #wmhc on Twitter and Instagram. Alumni Association staff members will
even be live-tweeting during Homecoming events.~ Find out more and register online at www.wmalumni.com/homecoming.

Bob Reiley ’86 and Amy Rosenberry
Zavrel ’87, M.A.Ed. ’91 hang out at
the Friday Night Block Party.

TUNE IN
The Homecoming 2012 Parade will be streamed live online beginning at 4:30 p.m. EDT at www.wmalumni.com/parade.
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K ensey Wheeler joined the William & Mary Alumni Asso-
ciation in June 2012 as the assistant director of alumni
engagement. She graduated with a B.A. in Spanish with

minors in art history and business in 2010 from Wofford College
before going on to get her M.A. in management from Wake For-
est University in 2012.
During her master’s program, Kensey considered many

career options, from law to marketing, but always felt most at
home in higher education. She moved back to her hometown of

Virginia Beach, Va., shortly after graduation, to be near family   and friends. 
Despite the commute, she loves the William & Mary community and has quickly

adjusted to life back at the Beach. When she’s not working, Kensey enjoys traveling,
reading and spending time outdoors with her fiancé, Josh, and her dog, Annabelle. 

Homecoming Social Media Synopsis

On August 28, the Alumni Association welcomed freshmen into the William &

Mary family at the annual Freshman Ice Cream Social. More than 1,000 newly

affirmed members of the Tribe community filled Leadership Hall for an evening

of sweets and games. Students’ cups were filled to the brim with their favorite hand-

crushed toppings along with their preferred flavor of ice cream provided by Bruster’s.

From crushed Reese’s, Oreos, rainbow sprinkles and hot fudge, none of the toppings

were to be overlooked.    

An adventurous few went head-to-head on Wii Sports, projected on a giant screen

for all to see. Green water bottles with the “Tribe” logo were given to all who attended

and were quite a hit. The evening ended with true Tribe Pride, when the men’s a capella

group The Stairwells, welcomed the students with a few songs of their own from below

the covered terrace.

The Freshman Ice Cream Social is sponsored by the Student Alumni Council. To view

more photos of this event and others, please visit the William & Mary Student Alumni

Council page on Facebook.

Engaging Alumni

Freshman Ice Cream Social

Join the conversation during

Homecoming by tweeting out

your message with the hashtag

#wmhc before, during and after

the big weekend. You might even see your

tweets in the magazine!

Follow the William & Mary Alumni Asso-

ciation’s Twitter account at @WMAlumni to

get the inside scoop on everything from

time changes to the running count of erup-

tions of the Alma Mater. The W&M Alumni

staff will  be l ive-tweeting throughout

Homecoming to give you the best experi-

ence, whether you’re in the Sunken Garden

or Santa Fé.P
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Congratulations to Police Chief Don Challis on
his receipt of the 2012 Alumni Service Award.

Serving W&M Daily

Homecoming is an exciting

experience chock full of great

moments to capture on camera,

whether that camera is a DSLR

or on your smartphone.

Tag photos that you snap during Homecom-

ing on Instagram or Twitter with #wmhc to

share them with the online W&M community.

You can also add your photos to the W&M

Homecoming Flickr group. Send in your

favorite campus shots to the alumni.maga-

zine@wm.edu or submit them to the W&M

Campus Shots Flickr group for a chance to see

your photos in the magazine. Visit the page at

http://a.wmalumni.com/campus_shots .

Can’t find an event? Want to

check  for  ra in  p lans?  The

W&M Homecoming mobi le

site has everything you need

to make sure you always know where

you’re going.

Visit http://m.wm.edu/homecoming

to view a full schedule of events, maps of

the parade route and the events at the

Sunken Garden, Twitter and photo feeds,

and much more. You’ l l  a lso  f ind the

phone number for rain plans and general

questions.

You can find the mobile site using any

smartphone or mobile device.
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[BOARDNOTES]

Kathryn Floyd ’05 — Arlington, Va. 
Floyd provides media consulting for
large international conferences and
security summits in the Middle East
and Southeast Asia. She also teaches
undergraduate courses on insurgency
and terrorism and African conflicts at
the College while pursuing her Ph.D.
in Strategic Studies at the S. Rajarat-
nam School of International Studies,

Nanyang Technological University. Her current research is
focused on immigrant youth violence and contemporary terror-
ism. Previously, Floyd served under Chief Judge Thammanoon
Phitayaporn of Thailand, assisting his staff with research proj-
ects and reports on international dispute resolution. She later
worked with Attorney General McDonnell as an intern and staff
member from 2003-2005. As a student at the College, Floyd was
involved in the Student Assembly and the Intersorority Council
and was a member of the International Relations Club and Phi
Mu. Floyd also holds a M.A. from King’s College London. 

I close each semester with this: “you are the wonderful product of pub-
lic education and have an obligation to give back whatever time and
money you can to W&M.” In running for the Board of Directors, I aim
to do just that while streamlining alumni activities around the country.

James D. Finn ’00  — New York City
Finn is currently the vice president
of business affairs at NorthSouth
Productions, a television production
company based in New York City.  He
holds a law degree from the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, where he
served as the executive articles edi-
tor for the North Carolina Law
Review. Finn worked as an attorney

for McDermott Will & Emery L.L.P. before pursuing his passion
for television at the talent agency William Morris Endeavor

and, later, at Left/Right Productions, a television production
company. Since joining NorthSouth Productions in 2011, he has
worked on a variety of television shows and films. As a student at
the College, Finn was involved in theater, choir and student gov-
ernment. He also served as a resident assistant, a member of the
Honor Council and a President’s Aide. 

W&M helped shape the person I am and taught me lessons I use in busi-
ness today. Serving on the Board is one way for me to “pay it forward.” As
a Board member, I will use my experience in media and entertainment to
help bridge the age gap and physical distance that separates our alumni
and our students.

Lauren Elizabeth Schmidt ’97 — Denver
Schmidt is a partner with the law firm
of Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck in
Denver. Her practice focuses on com-
mercial and natural resources litiga-
tion. She also serves as the firm’s pro
bono partner. She attended the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School, where she
graduated with honors. She clerked for
a federal judge in New Mexico and

practiced with a national law firm before joining Brownstein in
2005. She serves on the board of directors for the Colorado Out-
ward Bound School, and is the former chairwoman of the Denver
Dumb Friends League, the largest animal welfare organization in
the Rocky Mountains. She currently serves as the co-chair of the
Class of 1997 Reunion Gift Committee and as the secretary of the
new Colorado chapter of the  Alumni Association. While at the Col-
lege, Lauren was a vice president of the Student Association and a
member of Alpha Chi Omega and the Inter-Sorority Council. 

As co-chair of my class gift committee and an officer of the Colorado
Alumni Chapter, I engage with alumni around the country about our
shared love of the College, our passion for the institution, and our
desire to maintain William & Mary's standard of excellence for future
generations. I welcome the opportunity to serve on the Alumni Associ-

Following careful and purposeful deliberations, the nominating committee of the Board of Directors submits the following candidates for
consideration for election to the Board. Elected members will begin their 4-year terms at the spring meeting of the Board. Members con-
cluding their terms at that meeting are Kathryn Watson Lawler ’59, Janet Rollins Atwater ’81 and Carl W. Cheek ’61.
The Board of Directors is responsible for developing policy and steering the course of the Alumni Association. All alumni are eligible to par-

ticipate in Alumni Association elections. Make your voice heard and go online now to vote. Choose up to three of the following six candidates.
Online voting saves the Association over $40,000 — that’s $40,000 better spent on reunions, Homecoming, the Alumni House and

chapter support. However, if you still require a paper ballot, call 757.221.7855 or email alumni@wm.edu to request one and it will be
mailed to you. Voting closes on Nov. 20, 2012.

CAST YOUR VOTE www.wmalumni.com/vote
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ation Board to inspire our diverse alumni base and promote the wel-
fare of the College.

G. Wayne Woolwine ’61 — Virginia
Beach, Va.
Woolwine is a retired employee of
Xerox Corporation, where he worked
for over 30 years after a brief career
in sales. A proud graduate and former
athlete of the College, he has held sea-
son tickets to football games for the
past 40 years and maintains close
relationships with coaches and former

teammates. He has been married for 50 years to his wife Rita and
they have three children, including a graduate of the College, and
four grandchildren. As a student at the College, Woolwine played
varsity football for three years, was a member of Kappa Alpha
and the Anthropo  logy Club, and served as the co-captain of the
football team. He has since been a member of countless College
committees, including the 45th and 50th Reunion Gift Commit-
tees and the AEF Executive Committee. Woolwine was inducted
into the William & Mary Athletic Hall of Fame in 2002. 

I was recently involved in our class’s 50th Reunion celebration from a
fundraising and an activities planning/implementation standpoint. The
success of our efforts enriched me in many ways through working with
the ’61 classmates as well as the alumni staff who served us so well.  This
exercise again reinforced my appreciation and love for the College. If I
can have a fraction of the personal satisfaction of serving on the Alumni
Board and can make a positive contribution working with the Alumni
Board and staff at the same time, I’m the man for the job!

Stephen S. Tang ’87 — Center Valley, Pa.
Tang is currently the President and CEO
of the University City Science Center in
Philadelphia, PA, the oldest and largest
urban science-based innovation and
entrepreneurial park in the U.S. Tang
holds an M.S. and Ph.D. in Biochemical
Engineering from Lehigh University, and
an M.B.A. in Strategy, Finance, and
Entrepreneurship from the University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School. He is
active in public service, including cur-

rent board-level roles on the Innovation Advisory Board to the U.S.
Secretary of Commerce, Team Pennsylvania Foundation, co-chaired
by the Governor of Pennsylvania, and the Greater Philadelphia Cham-
ber of Commerce. As a student at the College, Tang played varsity
baseball and was an active member of Sigma Phi Epsilon and the
Catholic Student Association. He also participated in Chemistry Club
and the William and Mary Jazz Band. Tang served as a board member
for the 20th and 30th Reunion Gift Committees at the College. 

W&M prepared me for a diverse and rewarding career focused on connect-
ing entrepreneurs, technology, and capital to drive innovation. My aca-

demic, industry, and nonprofit experiences provide a unique perspective
and foundation from which I want to help our College strengthen our tra-
dition and purpose in this rapidly changing world.

Todd W. Norris ’86  — Great Falls, Va.
Norris is a self-employed real estate
investor, developer and broker in the
Washington, D.C. area, where he is
involved in renovation and new home
construction, multi-family operation
and condominium development. Nor-
ris served as a co-chairman for the
15th, 20th and 25th  Reunion Gift
Committees at the College and fre-

quently returns to Williamsburg.  Having not missed a Home-
coming since 1981, he also attends Tribe football games and each
year's Charter Day Celebration. During his time at the College,
Norris was a  member of  Sigma Alpha Epsilon and the William
& Mary Management Club and served as the president of the
Emory Business Team. He is currently a member of the Green
and Gold Society, Fourth Century Club, Washington Area Alum-
ni Business Alliance and Tribe Club. 

Having been born into a Tribe family I have seen the impact of alumni
involvement. From that first thick envelope of acceptance to returning
as alumni to Zable Stadium, we all share a connection to our founding
in 1693. William & Mary is built on the efforts of its alumni and I
believe with dedicated service we can build this bridge to past and
future graduates. Being at William & Mary reminds me how fortunate
we are to have gotten to spend time at such a wonderful place. I am
honored to be nominated, and will serve with enthusiasm.

 
 

 
 

ALUMNI BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Peter M. Nance ’66, President — Jupiter, Fla.

Barbara Cole Joynes ’82, Vice President — Richmond, Va.

Susan Snediker Newman ’79, Secretary — Falls Church, Va.

Timothy J. Mulvaney ’91, Treasurer — Richmond, Va.

Janet Rollins Atwater ’84, Immediate Past Pres. — Chadds Ford, Pa.

Christopher P. Adkins ’95, Ph.D. ’09 — Williamsburg, Va.

R. Edwin Burnette Jr. ’75, J.D. ’78 — Lynchburg, Va.

Carl W. Cheek ’61 — Longboat Key, Fla.

Glenn W. Crafford ’77 — Darien, Ct.

Ted R. Dintersmith ’74 — Earlysville, Va.

J. Thomas Flesher ’73 — San Francisco, Ca.

Martha McGlothlin Gayle ’89, J.D. ’95 — Bristol, Va.

David N. Kelley ’81 — Sag Harbor, N.Y.

Kathryn Watson Lawler ’59 — Midlothian, Va.

Elyce C. Morris ’98 — San Diego, Ca.

Kevin J. Turner ’95 — South Riding, Va.

Ann Hansbarger Snead ’59, Olde Guarde Council — Williamsburg, Va.

Susan H. Wayland ’68, Chapter Presidents Council — White Stone, Va.

Ashley E. Slaff ’08, Young Guarde Council — Oakland, Ca.

Remy M. O’Neill ’13, Student Alumni Council — Winnetka, Ill.
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BIOGRAPHY

Releasing the first full biography of
Vasily Grossman, husband and wife
John and Carol Garrard ’69 tackle this
historic tale of a Russian Jew who must
come to terms with his  identity.  A
writer himself, Grossman was unable
to  publ ish  his  own
wo rk  s u g ge s t i n g
ee r i e  s im i l a r i t i e s
between Nazi  and
Soviet states at the
t ime of  the  Holo-
caust.  The Life  and
Fate of Vasily Gross-
man (Pen & Sword
Books, 2012) will challenge what you
thought you knew about the Soviet
Union at the time of Jewish massacres.

CHILDREN’S FICTION

Written in the form of a young girl’s
d iary,  Kizzy  Ann
Stamps (Candlewick
Press, 2010) is the
debut novel for Jeri

Wa t t s  ’ 7 9 .  A f t e r
writ ing numerous
short  stor ies ,  her
heartfelt novel fol-
l ows  an  Afr ican-
American girl in a newly integrated
school who learns to overcome her
fears and makes an unlikely friend.

Martha Bennett Stiles ’54 is the author
of many magazine stories and novels
for young adults, and her newest novel,

Sailing to Freedom (Henry Holt and
Company, 2012) will
appeal to a similar
a u d i e n c e .  T h i s
adventuresome tale
fo l l ows  the  young
Ray Ingle  and h i s
pet  monkey,  Allie,
a s  t h e y  s e t  s a i l
a boa rd  t h e  New-
buryport Beauty, a ship that may be hid-
ing a dangerous secret below deck.

HISTORICAL

The Gods of Prophetstown (Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 2012) tells the story of Ten-
skwatawa, religious leader and twin
brother of Tecumseh,
who helped lead
Nat i ve  Amer i can
resistance against
white settlers in the
1800s. Adam Jortner

’98 gives an in-depth
look into the person-
alities of both Ten-
skwatawa and Governor William Henry
Harrison, the two men who would even-
tual ly  bring about  the Batt le  of
Tippecanoe, which would kick-start the
chain of events that led to the historic
Battle of 1812.

Just prior to Queen Elizabeth II’s Dia-
mond Jubi lee, H. Edward Mann ’77

writes an intriguing tale of America’s
relationship with the world’s most-
beloved monarch. The Queen and the

U.S.A. (Dementi Milestone Publishing,
2012) explores our checkered past with
our mother country
and our  current
fascination with its
Queen in  spite  of
our nation’s history.
This book honors
Her Majesty for her
hand in fostering a
lasting relationship
between two of the greatest powers in
the modern world.

POETRY

Making his poetic debut with Songs of
Iraq: A Year Long Deployment (Create
Space,  2010),  Paul

Shannon ’81 places
readers in his  own
shoes as he writes of
his  t ime served in
Iraq. From his “First
Patrol” to his return
home in the “Freedom
Bird,” the author pulls
readers along through the dusty streets
of Iraq at the height of the insurgency
before finally returning home when his
tour of duty is over. 

The William & Mary Alumni Magazine

features recently published books by alumni and

faculty, as well as works by alumni artists, sculp-

tors, musicians and filmmakers. Please send pub-

licity materials to: William & Mary Alumni

Magazine, P.O. Box 2100, Williamsburg, VA

23187 or email alumni.magazine@wm.edu.

[BOOKNOTES]

FINANCE

Peter Atwater ’83 debuts his first work, Moods and Markets: A New Way to Invest in Good Times and Bad (Finan-
cial Times Press, 2013). The president and CEO of Financial Insyghts, LLC. has been featured in many publica-
tions such as The Socionomist, Time Magazine and The Financial Times for his unique take on how social mood
affects decision-making and global markets. Atwater teaches investors how to gather clues from their social
surroundings and apply what they see to make sound investment decisions. Using real-world examples such as
the Occupy Wall Street movement, the epic popularity of Facebook and the social phenomenon of The Hunger
Gamesmay be a unique way of diagnosing the current economic crisis, but Atwater insists none of these factors
can be overlooked in a successful analysis of today’s ever-changing financial climate.
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T he 2007 season had already
started for Tribe swimmers
when they got a new head coach.

He was young — newly turned 28 —
had no staff and “had no idea what was
going on.” But at least the place was
familiar.
Matt Crispino ’02 had come back home.
“It was sort of a career goal that I had

in mind — that at some point in my
career I would love to come back here
and lead this program,” he says. “I didn’t
think it would happen as early as it did.”
But it did happen, and Crispino’s subse-

quent success leading William & Mary’s
swimming program has earned him the
title of 2012 Coach of the Year. His acco-
lades, however, pale in comparison to how
he feels about his team’s accomplishments.

TRIBE SPORTS
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Everything’s Going Swimmingly
Coach of the Year Matt Crispino ’02 Comes Up For Air

“More important for me is the devel-
opment and evolution of where we are
as a team,” he says. “We’re swimming
faster now than we were five years ago.
That’s something that I’m proud of: that
we can continue to move forward.”
Tribe swimming is, in fact, faster than

ever. A quick glance at the record board
above the pool shows a huge majority of
records set in the last five years  — dur-
ing Crispino’s tenure. But the focus
never leaves the team.
“We start talking on day one about

team goals and it’s always ‘team first,’”
he says.  “We’ve got individuals  on 
the team that all buy into that. … We
have to work together; we have to work
as a unit. When we do, that’s when we
get the Ws.”

But in a year like 2012, there are also
some individual goals that require atten-
tion. A number of his swimmers came
into his office early last season, with a
single goal in mind: Olympic trials.
Crispino had taken a swimmer to trials
before (W&M pool legend Katie Radloff
’10), but that didn’t make it any easier.
Sidney Glass ’13, Andrew Strait ’14 and
Hailey Hewitt ’12 trained hard through
their usual “kick back” time and qualified
for the trials in Omaha, Neb., last sum-
mer. They even ran into incoming fresh-
man Will Manion ’16 in Nebraska. While
the Tribe swimmers didn’t make it to
London, Crispino considers it a highlight.
“It was a pretty special moment,” he

says. “A nice step in our journey to
where we hope to be.”

Crispino (leaning on block) and his staff instruct their swimmers in a preseason meeting.

BY BEN KENNEDY ’05
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TRIBE SPORTS

at Bryant Uni-

versity, spent

six years as a

head coach

before serving

as an assistant

the last two

seasons at

Northeastern

and William 

& Mary. In

2011-12, he was the Tribe’s pitching coach 

and served as the program’s recruiting

coordinator, helping the Tribe post a 31-

25 record. 

New Faces on W&M Hardwood

Both Tribe basketball coaches have added

new staff to their programs. Women’s 

basketball head coach Debbie Taylor ’86

has announced the appointment of Beth

Bradley to the position of assistant

coach. Bradley joins the Tribe from the 

Heroux ’12 selected as CAA’s overall male

scholar-athlete of the year

All-America javelin thrower Brandon Her-

oux ’12 was selected as the Colonial Athlet-

ic Association’s Male Scholar-Athlete of the

Year on July 2. The award is the third CAA

Scholar-Athlete of the Year award for Her-

oux, including his selections as the Men’s

Track and Field winner in 2010 and 2012.

Heroux is the fifth Tribesman to be selected

as the conference’s top academic and ath-

letic performer, joining Adam Hess ’04 (bas-

ketball), Keith Bechtol ’07 (cross country

and track), Ryan Overdevest ’08 (soccer)

and Nathaniel Baako ’11 (soccer) as previ-

ous winners.

W&M Names Jamie Pinzino as Head

Baseball Coach

Athletics director Terry Driscoll

announced the hiring of Jamie Pinzino to

the post of head baseball coach. Pinzino,

a two-time conference coach of the year

[SPORTSBRIEFS]
University of Denver. Men’s head coach

Tony Shaver announced the addition of

Kevin Hogan to the men’s basketball staff

as the program’s director of basketball

operations. Hogan has two years of Divi-

sion I coaching experience at Florida A&M;

responsibilities on the Tribe staff will include

film exchange, team travel, facilities, camp

and other administrative duties.

Golden ’11 Selected to Team USA

Former lacrosse All-American Grace 

Golden  ’11 has been selected to the 2012-

14 U.S. Women’s National Senior Team. The

team will meet for several training events

before the final 18-player FIL World Cup

roster is announced in February 2013. One

of the greatest players in W&M history, she

was honored as the 2011 Colonial Athletic

Association Player of the Year and became

just the third player in league history to

earn first-team all-conference distinction

four times.

And he doesn’t get to leave it in the pool, either. His wife, Eliza-
beth Koch Crispino ’03, swam for the College as well. This past
February, they had their first daughter.
“We have a Tribe family,” says Matt Crispino. “That’s impor-

tant to me.”

Next up for the coach will be guiding Kemp Littlejohn ’15, the
reigning CAA Rookie of the Year, to even faster times in his
upperclass seasons. Crispino explains that his coaching style is
not designed to improve new recruits as quickly as possible, but
rather to gradually hone their skills to peak in their senior year.
“If [Littlejohn] continues to train and challenge himself to

raise the bar, he’s going to keep getting faster,” says Crispino.
“It’s exciting.”
Also exciting are the prospects for Crispino. It took him

three years in the head coach job before he felt ready to be a
head coach, and he’s always learning. 
“I’m still not set in my ways,” he says. “It was a lot of learn-

ing on the job and now I feel like I’ve got a pretty good grasp on
exactly what it takes.”
The flexibility he had when he started will come in handy

going into the 2012 season, as he has again needed to replace his
assistant coaching staff in its entirety. And he has the ability to
learn from some other noted coaches in William & Mary Hall.
“To be in the same sentence as a John Daly or a Chris Norris

’95 or a Jimmye Laycock ’70, I mean, that’s fantastic,” he says.
In the end, though, Crispino has found success by earning

the trust of his swimmers and keeping the core Tribe values of
community and cooperation at the center of his philosophy. Recent Tribe swimmers have dominated the College record books.

Pinzino
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The Delaware Blue
Hens will have a hard
time keeping Cortlyn
Bristol ’13 and the 
high-powered Tribe
offense under control,
but they have their own
weapon in senior for-
ward Ali Miller. The

Tribe plays well on the road and will be
looking to go into the end of the season
asserting their dominance.

NORTHEASTERN 
HOME: OCTOBER 19

At this point in the sea-
son, the difference may
be how well younger
freshmen and sopho-
mores have developed.
The Huskies’ season
started off slow and

third-year Head Coach Tracey Leone will be
looking for CAA wins. Back at home for the
remainder of the season, however, Head
Coach John Daly will have the team ready
to finish the season strong.

DELAWARE
AWAY: OCTOBER 12

HOFSTRA
HOME: OCTOBER 21

The penultimate
game of the reg-
ular season is
sure to be influ-
ential in CAA
Tournament

seeding. The Hofstra sophomore duo of
Lulu Echeverry and Sam Scolarici will be
looking for the net against the Tribe
defense, but will have a hard time handling
the skill and experience of 2011 CAA Player
of the Year Mallory Schaffer ’13.

[GAMESTOWATCH]

In his ninth year, Head Coach Chris Norris ’95 welcomes back eight starters and will be looking to improve following last year’s first-round loss in the

CAA tournament after climbing as high as eighth in the national polls.

MEN’S SOCCER

WOMEN’S SOCCER
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This game will
come down to
who wins the
midfield battle.
The Tribe will
look to maintain
possession
through senior

general Ben Anderson ’13 and the speed
and ball-handling skills of junior Chris
Perez ’14. It may take both of them, how-
ever, to break the dominance of the
Dukes’ senior midfielder Paul Wyatt.

JAMES MADISON
AWAY: OCTOBER 24

HOFSTRA
AWAY: OCTOBER 31

Pride junior
defender Shaun
Foster will be
hard to get
past, but the
Tribe seem to
have Hofstra’s
number, beat-

ing them 4-0 in the CAA Championship 
in 2010 and again in last year’s regular 
season 3-2 OT contest. Look for Tribe junior
Roshan Patel ’14 to break through, especial-
ly on set pieces. 

Last year’s CAA
champions come to
Williamsburg, bring-
ing the firepower of
attackers Roberto
Giminez and Vincent
Mediate. This will be a
test for preseason
All-CAA junior

defender Will Smith ’14 and sophomore
Michael Teiman ’15. Sophomore Bennett
Jones ’15 will need to step up in goal for
the Tribe.

DELAWARE
HOME: OCTOBER 27

Preseason rankings picked Tribe women’s soccer to repeat as CAA champions in 2012. League coaches unanimously ranked the Tribe No. 1 as Head

Coach John Daly returns nine starters from last year’s NCAA Tournament team.
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SHE SHOOTS...
PHOTO BY BOB KEROACK
See more images at http://a.wmalumni.com/wm_soccer
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odd W. Weaver ’08 sold his motorcycle to have the
money he needed to study abroad in Russia.

Because of the efforts of Weaver’s family, Dylan R. Kol-
hoff ’14 and future William & Mary students won’t have to make
a similar sacrifice.
In early August, Kolhoff, an international relations major

from Richmond, Va., packed his bags and headed for a semester
abroad studying at Peking University in Beijing, China. A
$2,500 scholarship awarded from the 1st Lt. Todd W. Weaver
Memorial Endowment helped make the trip possible.
“Being chosen for the Todd Weaver scholarship is a reminder

of the importance of cross-cultural understanding,” said Kol-
hoff, who is minoring in Chinese and hoping his global experi-
ence will reveal opportunities to possible career paths.
He sees the Weaver scholarship as “an invitation to make the

most of my time abroad.”
Weaver, an Iraqi war veteran when he enrolled at William &

Mary, returned to military service after majoring in govern-
ment and graduating summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa in
2008. He was killed in action in Kandahar, Afghanistan, on
Sept. 9, 2010. The 26-year-old husband and father was leading
his Army platoon on a night reconnaissance mission when he
was killed by an improvised explosive device (IED).
His family and his memory were embraced by the College

community. Flags at the College were flown at half-mast in
honor and memory of Weaver, with one being presented to his

young widow, Emma Cloyed Weaver, by President Taylor Reve-
ley at a memorial service in Williamsburg.
A plaque honoring his memory was placed at the campus

ROTC building, where Weaver was a cadet battalion command-
er as he earned his degree. The Veterans Society of William 
& Mary dedicated an American beech tree and plaque to
Weaver’s memory on the campus grounds near the Brafferton’s
Jamestown Road pathway. Weaver’s Army boots, placed there
more than a year ago, still mark the spot.
Yet what continues to build a legacy and nurture his memory

for the Weaver family is the scholarship they set up through
the College to support study abroad opportunities for William
& Mary students interested in government or international
relations. The generosity of friends, students and people in 
the community generated the $50,000 needed to establish 
the endowment.  Nearly $35,000 of that came from the 
Student Athletic Advisory Council’s sales of “One Tribe. One
Family” wristbands.
On Sept. 11, 2011, a day marking the 10th anniversary of the

terrorist attacks that prompted Weaver to enlist in the Army
National Guard after high school, and two days after the first
anniversary of his untimely death, the 1st Lt. Todd W. Weaver
Memorial Endowment was announced by his family during a
campus gathering by the memorial tree.
It was a somber and sweet occasion, his family recalled.

What’s important, said his parents, is for William & Mary 
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Weaver Memorial Endowment Connects Students to Todd — and the World

GIFTSATWORK

From Sacrifice to Scholarship

The Weaver family brick located in Clarke Plaza.

By Bonnie V. Winston
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campus. It bears Todd’s name, along with those of two of
Todd’s siblings and their spouses, all of whom graduated from
William & Mary.

“I call it the Weaver Tribe,” Donn Weaver said.
“Todd was proud of his school. He’d want other students to

have the experience of foreign travel” without having to sacri-
fice something precious to get there, Donn Weaver said.

The first recipient of the scholarship, David R. Newbrander
’13, a Monroe Scholar and international relations major who
grew up in Berlin, Germany, left school during the Fall 2011
semester, in part, to earn money for his planned semester
abroad in Amman, Jordan, in spring 2012, said Professor John
J. McGlennon, chair of the government department.

At the time, the Weaver endowment had not yet generated
enough money to provide a scholarship. But the Weaver family,
anxious to award the first scholarship, used proceeds from
sales of Jeanne Weaver’s oil and watercolor paintings to pres-
ent Newbrander a check for $2,500, McGlennon said.

“He sent us a wonderful email from Jordan,” Donn Weaver
said. “We had met him at the Homecoming reception for the
government department in October 2011 and had presented
him with the scholarship in Todd’s name.”

Kolhoff, who will be in China during this year’s department
reception during Homecoming, said he has learned much
about Todd and the Weaver family by perusing a website 
created in Todd’s memory (1LTtoddweaver.org) and a website
featuring Mrs. Weaver’s artwork memorializing her son 
(jeanneweaverartist.com).

Kolhoff said the scholarship paid for his visa to China and
will allow him to extend his time abroad to include additional
travel and volunteering once his formal studies at Peking 
University have ended.

“That is part of what a college education is about,” said
Donn Weaver. “This could possibly impact a person’s whole
life. And the wonderful thing is that long after we’re gone, 
the students who receive the scholarship would be connected
to Todd.”

students today and in the future to have a life-enriching expe-
rience by traveling and learning overseas.

“Establishing the scholarship … we know Todd’s smiling,”
said his mother, Jeanne H. Weaver of Hampton, Va.

Born in Fairfax, Va., Todd grew up in three countries over-
seas. His father, Donn A. Weaver, a foreign service officer, was
assigned to seven nations in Africa and Eastern Europe as his
four children grew up. Todd, the youngest, learned Hungarian
as a toddler during the family’s two years in Budapest. His
formative years were spent in Lagos, Nigeria, while the lessons
of early high school were learned in Sofia, Bulgaria.

Todd finished high school in Williamsburg, graduating in
2002 from Bruton High School. Enlisting in the Army National
Guard, he spent 10 months deployed in Iraq as part of Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom. He then came to William & Mary, where
he chose to build upon his understanding of the world through
his studies on campus and abroad. 

The fall semester of his senior year in 2007 was spent
studying in St. Petersburg, Russia.

“He wanted to get into the military attaché program,” 
his father explained. “He spoke French and Russian. He knew the
world and had been in the world. He experienced the world not
just as a soldier, but as an ambassador through armed diplomacy.”

To generate the money he needed for travel and other
expenses while studying abroad, Todd sold his prized posses-
sion — his motorcycle — his parents recalled. “He purchased
it with money earned while in Iraq with the National Guard,”
his mother said. “I remember that he had it and all accessories
chosen before he returned from Mosul,  Iraq.”

But Todd’s semester abroad was special for another reason,
Donn Weaver explained. “He also invited his girlfriend, Emma,
to visit him there. She had never been out of the country. And
while she was there, he proposed.”

Their daughter, Kiley, turns 3 in August. She was 13 months
old when Todd was killed.

Donn Weaver recently purchased a brick for the Elizabeth 
J. and Thomas C. Clarke ’22 Plaza of the Alumni House on
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The Weaver Tribe.
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usion-fueled power generation has been the 
energy of the future for several decades.
“There’s always been this sense that fusion is

50 years away,” Saskia Mordijck says, but she
adds that the horizon for safer and more efficient fusion-
based electricity in our homes is really, truly getting closer.
Mordijck, a research assistant professor based in the

computer science department at William & Mary (with
adjunct positions in
physics and applied
science),  has

received funding from the U.S. Department of Energy to
continue her investigation of fusion energy. She says
most people are only vaguely aware of how fusion works
and therefore have little idea of the advantages it offers
over “traditional” nuclear power.
“Fusion energy is the exact opposite of what we have

across the river in Surry where we have a nuclear power
plant,“ she explained. “In a nuclear power plant, they actu-
ally bombard their material with small particles so it splits
apart so there is energy released — that’s fission.”
To accomplish fusion, she says, you take two very

small particles and heat them at high enough tempera-
tures so that they fuse together. “As a result of their fus-
ing together they actually will release energy,” Mordijck
explained. “This is all in Einstein’s famous equation
E=mc2. That’s one most people recognize even if they
have not had any physics.”
When it comes to power generation, fusion has a num-

ber of advantages over fission and many of them relate to
safety. Mordijck says that the usual causes of anxiety

over nuclear power generation just don’t exist with
fusion. Fukushima/Chernobyl-type incidents are not
part of the equation.
“The nice thing about a fusion reaction is that if some-

how it would go out of control, it would just stop itself auto-
matically. If a fission reaction goes out of control, it can
really go out of control,” Mordijck explained. “You can’t
stop it and it actually might go into a nuclear meltdown.”
The second set of fusion-over-fission benefits centers

around radioactive waste. Mordijck acknowledges that
a certain amount of waste is inescapable, but a fusion
power plant would generate only a fraction of the
amount of nuclear waste that even the most efficient
fission plants produce. Not only is the amount smaller,
but waste from a fusion plant also stays dangerous for
much shorter periods of time.
“In a fission power plant, we create a lot of radioactive

waste, which lasts for a very long time. It lasts longer
than most things that we have here on Earth, and so we
have to store it somewhere. We cannot clean it in any
way,” Mordijck explained. “Whereas in a fusion power
plant, the lifetime of this waste is very short. After 50 to
100 years, it will be completely gone and it will not be
more radioactive than the surrounding environment and
it won’t be able to contaminate anything.”
Fusion energy powers the sun, where the fusion of

hydrogen nuclei into helium, generating light and heat
that keep us warm. Despite all the potential advantages,
fusion remains an experimental technology and an
underfunded one at that, Mordijck says.
“When people say that fusion always seems to be

perpetually 50 years off,
we fusion scientists point
out that our funding has
been cut every single year,
so it’s hard to make any
progress,” she noted.
Mordijck says that to

get fusion past the experi-
mental stage, she and her
fel low scientists  must
solve several problems—
scientific and engineering.
One of the knottiest sets
of problems involves ther-
mal transfer.  The chal-
lenges begin with the
necessity of having some-
thing very hot next to
something very cold.

Mordijck

IDEATION

By Joseph McClain

Bringing Fusion Together
W&M Scientists Get Closer to the Holy Grail of Nuclear Power
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“So, imagine you’re heating something
to temperatures that are hotter than the
sun, but two or three feet away you need
super-cooled magnets,” she said. The high
temperatures are necessary to induce
fusion and the magnets are needed to con-
tain the product of the fusion, a state of
matter known as plasma.

Once fusion is achieved, the problem
becomes how to get the energy out of the
plasma. Both coal-fired and fission power
plants use the heat generated to produce
steam which spins turbine blades. Fusion,
generating temperatures beyond the sun’s,
creates a problem of producing too much
heat for most materials to handle.

Mordijck’s own research focuses on
containing the super-heated plasma. She
explains that solar plasma is contained by
the sun’s massive gravity.

“But we can’t create a sun here on
earth,” she says, “so we do it through mag-
netic fields. But the plasma has a tendency
to leak out, so you lose particles. I’ve been
working on how you lose those particles.”

Fusion-control experiments are most
often conducted in instruments known as
tokamaks. A tokamak is a chamber shaped
like a donut, designed to accommodate
the magnetic fields needed to contain 
the plasma. Mordijck has worked exten-
sively with the General Atomics DIII-D
tokamak in San Diego. She notes that

IDEATION

DIII-D is one of the
leading tokamaks in
the world, but said
that newer and more
advanced machines
are being construct-
ed in well-funded
Asian programs.

Among physicists,
the movement of
particles is known as
“transport,”  and
Mordijck would say
that she studies
“perturbative trans-
port” to investigate
the loss of particles
that are supposed to
be confined by the
magnetic fields of a
tokamak.  It  boi ls
down to an attempt

to measure a phenomenon that is not
directly measurable.

“It is impossible to measure transport,”
she explains. “So you have to kind of infer it.”

She said that she can’t even distin-
guish between the two types of transport
— convective and diffusive — when she
prepares computational models of parti-
cle loss, let alone in the control room 
of a tokamak. This is where the “pertur-
bative” part comes in. Mordijck designs
her experiments to introduce a new 
element, such as a gas puff, into the
fusion experiment. 

“We add more gas to the experiment,
but we do it in very short bursts with some
time in between,” she says.

The gas penetrates the plasma quickly
and comes out slowly. Mordijck monitors
the gas and says the perturbative effect of
the gas on the plasma gives her insight into
the particle transport. 

“From the changes you can see in the
measurements, you can infer the convec-
tive and the diffusive values,” she explains.

Her DOE grant will allow her to bring
Xin Wang, a doctoral student, into the
project. Mordijck says a student’s pres-
ence is a plus in many respects, not least
of which is the tendency for projects to
move more quickly in the line for time on
a tokamak when a student needs a piece
of data or two to graduate.

The interior of a Tokamak reactor. At left, the reactor is inactive; at right, active.

www.wm.edu/research/ideation

P
H

O
T

O
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 J

O
S

E
P

H
 M

C
C

L
A

IN
  

34_35_ideation_William&MaryMagazineTemplate  9/13/12  2:51 PM  Page 35



36_40_fellowship_William&MaryMagazineTemplate  9/7/12  9:03 AM  Page 36



BYASHLEY CHANEY ’14 AND SHANNON CRAWFORD ’13
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CENTER STAGE
Alumni Association Applauds Faculty Excellence
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Irina Novikova is no stranger to hard work and long hours in the
lab, and she strives to instill the same drive and commitment
into her students at William & Mary. While on sabbatical this

fall, she will continue to involve both graduate and undergraduate
students in her research. She appreciates William & Mary’s focus on
giving students hands-on experience in combination with standard
classroom lectures. 

“I like how W&M has a really unique balance between teaching
and education in general,” she says. “It’s not just lecturing in classes;
it’s educating our students in the surrounding community and let-
ting them do research on their own. Professors aren’t just reading
textbooks to them, they’re making the subject they’re teaching real
to them and letting them get involved.” 
Novikova is a prime example of this doctrine, working toward

some amazing discoveries in her physics lab and using students
of all academic ages to assist her. Her current focus is on using
quantum mechanics to manipulate the behavior of light by using
large lasers and crystals. 
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Irina Novikova
Assistant Professor of Physics

Elena Prokhorova
Assistant Professor of Modern Language and Literatures
Director of Russian and Post-Soviet Studies

For Elena Prokhorova, the study of Russian language and cul-
ture isn’t just her chosen field of academia. For the Moscow
native, it’s a major part of her identity. 

A professor in the modern languages department, Prokhorova
focuses her teachings on “anything Russian or post-Soviet, from
language, to media, to film.” Her classes, including everything
from introduction to global film to a course on the eastern front
during the Second World War, draw upon her unique interna-
tional perspective. 
Changing countries led to a change in career plans for

Prokhorova. During her time at Moscow State University,
Prokhorova was not enthralled by the large class numbers and
lack of student participation. 
“I looked at my professors and thought I would never want to do

what they do,” she says. 
But when her postgraduate studies led her to the University of

Pittsburgh in 1992, her opinions changed. She was impressed with
her “engaged and challenging professors,” and interested by the
more hands on educational approach. Prokhorova realized that she
could make students as “excited” as she was. She recalls realizing,
“Wow, this is what I want to do.” 
Prokhorova claims that William & Mary students are the  “most

engaged, most enthusiastic, and have the highest endurance” of any
student body she has worked with. Prokhorova is also a dedicated
advisor. She encourages her students to participate in research, and
even helped a group organize an international conference where
they presented their work. 
“Mentoring makes all the difference,” she says.  

She often integrates avant-garde subject matter into academia —
one of her courses examines vampires in popular culture. 
“When I started researching, television and media was the excep-

tion rather than the rule,” she remarked. “The focus was on literary
studies — high culture. But media is how a culture imagines itself.” 
By studying everything from Soviet spy thrillers to True Blood,

Prokhorova calls upon “modern topics students feel strongly about”
to encourage discourse and critical thinking during class. 
While she is on leave this semester, Professor Prokhorova will fin-

ish cowriting a book on genres in late Soviet cinema with her hus-
band, a fellow professor at the College. Between editing other texts
and reformatting syllabi, she’ll make time for watching movies and
her daughter, a student at the University of Virginia. 
“The world is a very complex place,” according to Prokhorova.

Her unique research and novel insight help her students understand
it. After all, she’s not just teaching about a culture, but one she both
identifies with and views from a critical distance. As Prokhorova
says, “I want my students to understand how cultural beliefs work.” 

Every year, the Alumni Association honors five outstanding faculty
members with a $1,000 honorarium at its Fall Awards Cere-
mony. Endowed by the Class of 1968 at their 25th Reunion, the
Alumni Fellowship Awards honor the College’s very best.
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my Oakes’ international politics classes examine a wide
variety of cogs in the global system, from the causes of
war to nuclear proliferation and from counterinsur-

gency to campaigns. Although it’s a complex subject, Oakes is
able to summarize.

“It’s basically guns and bombs,” she says. 
For Oakes, the study of guns, bombs and the international

security that tries to contain them is not just academic analy-
sis, but a practical pursuit to remedy global issues. 
“I think the questions we examine — from why countries

take up arms to resolve disputes to what motivates suicide ter-
rorists — are important,” she says. 
Although her academic focus extends to every corner of 

the world, her career ambitions have long been targeted 
at Williamsburg. “If you had asked me when I started graduate
school where my ideal job would be, I would likely have 
put William & Mary at the top of my list,” she says. After teach-
ing at her alma mater Davidson for two years, she relocated to
the College. 
“Of course, it was very easy to transition from teaching at

Davidson to William & Mary as the students here are similarly
smart, motivated and enthusiastic,” says Oakes. 
From watching Game of Thrones to conducting extensive

research, the analysis of conflict extends far outside of 
the classroom for Oakes. She recently published a book 
on diversionary war, which she defines as “when governments pro-
voke conflicts abroad to distract a disgruntled citizenry from prob-

lems at home.” Oakes’ research is among the first to explore domes-
tic unrest — a crucial facet of national and international conflict. 
“Wars can empty treasuries, lead to revolutions and dramati-

cally alter the distribution of power among countries,” she
says. “Understanding why wars occur is one of the most impor-
tant questions we study in international politics.” 
This academic year, Oakes plans on devoting her sabbatical

to her second book, which examines the pitfalls of nuclear non-
proliferation. Additionally, she will continue to direct the Proj-
ect on International Peace and Security, an undergraduate
think tank she created with a colleague five years ago. 
While William & Mary can proudly call her one of its own,

Oakes may soon venture out into public service. “So far, I’ve
spent most of my career in the ivory tower, but I would love to
spend a year working in government,” she says. 
But for now, students can continue to take advantage of the

superb mentoring, insight, personal chats during office hours
and enthusiasm that Professor Oakes brings to the College.

“The physics department faculty is doing research all the time,”
she says, “and I have several students at different levels working
with me right now — some who are in graduate school, some who
are teaching, and even some who are in military training.” 
This range of student-researchers not only helps Novikova

accomplish her experiments but simultaneously gives her stu-
dents once-in-a-lifetime experience in a working lab.
Novikova has taught various classes in her six years at the 

college, ranging from general physics to more advanced laborato-
ry courses. 
“I like all of the classes that I teach, they’re all very different,” she

says. “Modern physics is probably my favorite, it really is the physics
of the 21st-century, and it’s the first serious lab students take.” 
This class in particular is a favorite of Novikova’s because stu-

dents study groundbreaking experiments and try to reproduce
the results themselves, results like the refraction of light or the
first principles of flight. 
“I really love the lab courses that allow students to get their

hands dirty and realize how experiments really work,” she says.
The College’s hard-working student body is an inspiration to

many W&M faculty members, and Professor Novikova is no
exception. When asked what she likes best about teaching at

William & Mary Novikova immediately responded with the stu-
dents’ work ethic. 
“I really admire how smart and dedicated all of our students

are. They constantly amaze me with their intelligence and
maturity,” she says. “They think about helping others and doing
community outreach and being involved in many different
things, and it’s a real pleasure to work with human beings like
that on a daily basis.” 

Amy Oakes
Assistant Professor of Government
Director of Project on International Peace and Security
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Nicole Santiago taught at five different universities
before arriving at William & Mary in 2006, and like
most people who come to the College she was instant-

ly drawn in by its rigorous academic standards and high-
achieving students.

Santiago teaches drawing, 2-D foundations, color theory and life
drawing in W&M’s art department, and her unbridled passion for her
subject is instantly discernible to her students. She admits she finds
her field “incredibly exciting” and says she thinks a love of what one
teaches is necessary in any field. 

“I suppose this is how most faculty feel about their subject, but it
has to be that way,” she says. “You must be completely consumed in
your area of research. If your field doesn’t enrapture you, you’re
probably not going to spend the time required for excellent results.”

Her personal work ethic has paid off, and she has recently
been awarded a Best in Show in a Florida competition and a
National Arts Club Award for Graphics in New York City, not to
mention being a finalist in The Artist’s Magazine’s 27th Annual
Art Competition in 2010. 

Santiago’s research involves drawing and painting narrative
figure compositions in the realist tradition using both oil paints
and charcoal. 

“I have always been interested in narrative figure tradition and
foresee more investigation into this genre in the near future,” she
says. “Mostly, the situations I depict are quiet and domestic, which

usually makes for still compositions and stories that are more inter-
nal than external. I want to defy the stillness of the painting, to por-
tray a layered narrative … to accomplish this, I use the scattered
signs of daily existence to communicate accidental yet honest story-
lines that provide indirect insight into the cadence of daily life.” 

Her artist’s statement truly sums up Santiago’s mission in the
world of art: “For me at least, reality always comes down to stories.
So in painting and drawing descriptive outward realities, I am also
describing people and places as human situations that carry implied
narratives, which stretch out beyond the moment shown. My goal is
to give insight into the social roles and relationships of my figures
and to suggest something about their lives … I like to explore how
much of the figure can remain outside of the frame and yet stay ‘pre-
sent as absent’.” 

Nicole Santiago
Assistant Professor of Art and Art History

relatively new face on the William & Mary faculty, 
Allison Larsen ’99 began teaching at the College’s law school

in 2010. Professor Larsen completed her undergraduate
degree at William & Mary before graduating first in her class at the
University of Virginia Law School while serving on the managing
board for the Virginia Law Review. Afterward, she clerked for two
prominent judges, one on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth
Circuit and one on the U.S. Supreme Court. Since then, she has writ-
ten articles concerning Supreme Court decisionmaking that have
been featured in such publications as the New York Times, the Wash-
ington Post, the Boston Globe and the Wall Street Journal.

At W&M, Larsen teaches constitutional law, administrative law
and statutory interpretation courses to a “civic-minded, highly-
motivated, very smart and extremely polite” group of students. She
admits her bias towards the College since she went here herself, but
Larsen asserts, “there is something special about a William & Mary
student.” And it’s not just the students that make teaching here
enjoyable for Larsen, but also the “terrifically supportive faculty
[she] works with at the Law School every day.” 

Larsen continues to focus her research on the “informational
dynamics of legal decision making,” or put simply, “how judges and
juries are informed about the factors that influence their decisions.”
Her recently featured article, “Confronting Supreme Court Fact

Allison Larsen ’99
Assistant Professor of Law

Finding,” focuses on the new age of the Internet and its impact on
information gathering at the Supreme Court.  Larsen recognizes that
the information age we live in changes the game of how our judicial
system makes decisions and creates a dangerous, “unregulated ‘in-
house’” system of finding information where mistakes can be made
and false information can be used in decisionmaking. She plans to
continue research in this area to satisfy her fascination with “how law
is changing and must change in order to adapt to the complete revo-
lution in the way we all process information in the digital age.”

Her widely acclaimed research and outstanding teaching meth-
ods led the William & Mary Provost to recommend Larsen for an
Alumni Fellowship Award in 2012.
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GOVERNOR’S (NOT) GREEN
PHOTO BY STEPHEN SALPUKAS

See more images at http://a.wmalumni.com/wm_flickr

During Orientation 2012, incoming
students were treated to a visit to
the Governor’s Palace and a brilliant
fireworks display.
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Better Living Through

Particle Physics

ne of the biggest mysteries about the

nature of the universe has been solved.

Probably. They’re not 100 percent sure

yet. So they’re still looking.

n July, researchers at the Organisation
européenne pour la recherche nucléaire in
Switzerland (better known as CERN)
made a major scientific announcement.
Using the powerful Large Hadron Collid-
er (LHC), they had discovered — with a
surprisingly high degree of certainty —
what they believe to be the long-awaited
Higgs boson.
“The raison d’etre for the Higgs boson

is to explain how the fundamental parti-
cles have mass,” says William & Mary
physicist Josh Erlich. Mainstream
physics research has been focused on
what’s called the “standard model” for
decades (see p. 47); the Higgs boson was
the last piece of the model yet unproven.
But now they think they’ve got it —

which, in some ways, might actually be 
a problem.
W&M Physics professor Marc Sher

first began writing about the Higgs in
1978, a decade or so after Peter Higgs and
others first theorized about it. He figured
researchers at one of the many precur-
sors to the LHC would discover the Higgs
by, oh, 1982 or so. 
But they didn’t find it. It soon became

clear that they couldn’t have. Particle
accelerators are very large, frequently
circular structures that move subatomic
particles at extremely high speeds in
order to smash them into each other. By
observing the resulting collision, scien-
tists can see what other, even tinier parti-
cles come out, and how they decay. The

Story By Ben Kennedy ’05           Illustrations By Jonathan Carlson

Particle Physics
W&M Physicists Delve Into Big Questions in Little Spaces
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subatomic particle’s mass is described by an equivalent meas-
ure of gigaelectron volts (GeV) involved in the collision;
remember, E=mc2.  The more energy the accelerator can pro-
duce, the better results they can get. And the facilities in the
’80s and ’90s just weren’t powerful enough.
Theoretically, the standard model predicted a Higgs boson,

or Higgs-like particle, based on the math alone. Sher and
researchers like him have run incredibly complex calculations
to look at how a Higgs might behave while interacting with
other fundamental particles.
“I’ve been doing other things, too, but I always keep

coming back to taking the Higgs sys-
tem in the standard model and
extending it to two or
more Higgs bosons,”
says Sher. 
Enter the LHC.

Begun in 1998 to
replace its
predecessor,
the Large Elec-
tron-Pos i tron
Collider, the LHC
is 27 kilometers in
diameter and sits 100
meters below the ground.
After some initial hiccups, the
LHC went online in 2009 as the most
powerful instrument ever built for particle physics. 
The LHC was supposed to nail down the truth: either there’s a

Higgs or there’s not. But three years passed; it became clear 2012
was “make or break time.” Marc Sher started to get nervous.
Then, on the 4th of July, the announcement came. Some-

thing th  at appeared to be very much like the Higgs boson was
discovered at 125 GeV, a value only achievable by the LHC.
“As a layman, I would say, I think we have it,” said Rolf-

Dieter Hauer, director general of CERN. The Telegraph of Lon-
don quoted other scientists who described it as akin to the dis-
covery of DNA or the Moon landing. 
“If they had seen nothing, it would mean everything I’ve done is

worthless,” says Sher, who was quoted in the media’s Higgs stories.
“For me, it was a great relief.” But science still isn’t quite sure.
“We don’t know it’s the Higgs,” he says. “It looks like a duck,

walks like a duck, swims like a duck, quacks like a duck, and it’s
exactly what you expected a duck to be. However, you don’t
know what kind of duck it is.”
“The way it was presented too often was, ‘OK, they found the

Higgs, now we can shut down,’” he says.
The Higgs would be nice, but Sher wants even more to discover.
As the last unproven piece of the standard model puzzle, the

Higgs boson is seen by some as the end of the line, joining the
other bosons, electrons, muons and neutrinos already in place.
To others, especially advocates of what physicists call super-
symmetry, there is more hope for additional particles.
For another thing, CERN could turn out to be wrong. There

are variations in the data produced before July that could indi-
cate something else is at work.

“There are still skeptics among the particle physics commu-
nity who cling to alternative interpretations of the particle
that was recently discovered at CERN,” says Prof. Erlich,
“leaving open the possibility that Nature has tricked us into
believing that a distant cousin of the Higgs boson is really the
Higgs boson itself.”
“If it hadn’t been there, there were so many interesting

things that could have been there,” says Sher.
Alternatively, Sher is worried that the Higgs could be “it.”

The relief he felt at the CERN announcement was tempered
by a new worry. When the LHC closes and reopens at an even

more powerful level in 2014, what if they realize
there are no new particles to discover?

After all, not everyone actually
wanted to find it — one physicist
wrote an article called “Why I
Would Be Very Sad If A
Higgs Boson Were Discov-
ered” — in the hopes of a
more complex problem to
solve in its place. Some of
that uncertainty will  be
erased by the end of the year.

CERN is still running the LHC
“like mad,” says Sher, and already

has twice the data it did at the July
announcement. More data means more 

“There’s just so much data, it’s like
the Library of Congress every second
or two. It’s not trivial to go through.”
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certainty, as scientists eliminate statistical fluctuations to get
a fuller picture of the Higgs’ behavior.
“There’s just so much data, it’s like the Library of Congress

every second or two,” he says. “It’s not trivial to go through.”
When so much information is being produced, scientists have

to narrow down the data to focus on what they’re actually look-
ing for. So tons of stuff is just being thrown out. Even CERN
can’t handle it all.
Sher’s last paper dealt with some of those concerns. Before

CERN’s announcement, he had discussed the idea there might
be two or more Higgs.  But he made a few other suggestions.
First, he theorized that the two Higgs bosons have differing
masses. Then he assumed the 125 GeV Higgs was the heavier
one, and went to work.
“What would you have to do to avoid [the lighter Higgs] hav-

ing been seen in the past?” he asks. “There are accelerators
that would have seen it ... so you can find parameters where it
would have been missed.”
These calculations are not done underground in Switzerland,

but on Sher’s computer in Williamsburg. Most particle theory is
done this way. And 15 pages of code later, Sher’s team of
researchers had their results, which would be widely read by
the physicists at CERN and elsewhere.
Of course, all this presumes there are not just one, but two

Higgs bosons. No one is sure yet, but Sher thinks they’ll have a
better idea by December when the LHC has been running a
while longer. Already there are hints there might be a second
Higgs at 132 GeV, but only whispers. 
In the near future, though, there’s more science to do at

these smallest scales. For Marc Sher, the knowledge that the
Higgs boson is real (or something like it) means the long
hours theorizing about predicted behavior of these incredi-
bly short-lived particles was rooted in real, observable fact.
For a theorist dedicated to the tiniest of elemental particles,
that’s no small feat.

M
ost people are familiar with the basic subatomic parti-
cles: electrons, protons and neutrons as well as a few
of the fundamental properties of nature like electro-
magnetism and gravity. Physicists know that protons
and neutrons are actually made up of other particles
called quarks and that still more exotic particles such

as neutrinos and muons show up as the residue from high-
energy collisions inside particle accelerators.
The standard model of physics attempts to unite these

forces and particles into a single model that describes how the
universe is put together. It breaks the universe down into
three types of particles: quarks, leptons and bosons. Quarks
and leptons make up all of the matter. Bosons transmit the
fundamental properties.
For example, electrons are actually one of the six types of

leptons while protons and neutrons are composite particles
and are each composed of three different types of quarks. Pho-
tons are a type of boson that transmit the electromagnetic
force and the Higgs boson transmits the property of mass.
Not all mass is acquired by interactions with the Higgs

boson. Composite particles such as the proton and neutron
gather much of their mass from the quarks that they are com-
posed of. The electron, however, is an elementary particle and
so all of it's mass is attributed to the Higgs. Without the Higgs,
the world as we know it would not exist. Any slight difference
in the mass of the electron would result in a world where
atoms are either too reactive to be stable or too inert to pro-
duce all of the molecules that make up life on our planet.

U
nlike every-day objects that we're familiar with, the
Higgs boson is an inherently unstable particle. In order
to produce a Higgs boson, you need to smash two protons
together at extremely high speeds.  Even then, only a tiny
fraction of those collisions will result in the production of
a Higgs boson.  Furthermore, on the off-chance that a

collision does produce a Higgs boson, the Higgs only pops into
existence for an instant before it decays, producing a spray of
quarks, leptons and other types of bosons.
Not all Higgs bosons decay in the same way. Luckily, a small

fraction of Higgs bosons decay in a way that the LHC can
detect.  The difficulty arises due to the fact that the results of
a decaying Higgs are also identical to the results of the sea of
other decaying particles inside the collider.  This makes it
extremely difficult to pick out the faint signals of a rare decay-
ing Higgs among the noise of other energetic events.
Because of this, finding a Higgs is less like discovering

buried treasure than it is like picking out the faint ringing of a
distant cell phone from the front row of a raging rock concert.

Why is it hard to find?

What is a boson?

By Del Putnam

Why is it hard to find?

What is a boson?
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Few universities can boast such a consistent and illustri-
ous record of public service as William & Mary. Since
opening its doors in 1693, the College has pro-
duced three U.S. presidents, 16 signers of the
Declaration of Independence, Supreme
Court Justice John Marshall 1780, a
host of congressmen and governors,
military generals such as Winfield
Scott 1807, and a staggering number
of state representatives.

This fall, three notable alumni
seeking public office will carry on
this proud tradition. Representing
three regions across the nation, Eric
Cantor J.D. ’88, LL.D. ’11 (R-Va.), Michele
Bachmann LL.M. ’88 (R-Minn.), and Dina
Titus ’70 (D-Nev.) exemplify the College’s endur-
ing mission of serving the American citizenry and
demonstrate that, although candidates may differ on
political issues, they are all united by their commitment
to their country. For many, that bond was
forged at the College. (For predictions on
the outcome of the fall elections, see the
accompanying article on p. 51.)

Born and raised in Richmond, Va.,
Cantor earned his Juris Doctorate
from William & Mary’s Marshall-
Wythe School of Law in 1988. After
a brief  st int  in real  estate,  he
plunged into politics in 1992 as a
member of the Virginia House of Del-
egates,  where he spent nine years
before winning a seat in the U.S. House of
Representatives for Virginia’s 7th District.
When the Republicans assumed power of the House
after the 2010 elections, Cantor was appointed House
Majority Leader, a position he still holds today. 

At Charter Day in 2011, Cantor spoke to the assembled
William & Mary crowd to discuss his vision for America. 

“As students and faculty members of this university,
you live and learn at the heart of the Ameri-

can experiment,” he said.  “Our Common-
wealth — this region — is a place

where our founding principles of 
liberty, democracy and limited gov-
ernment were cultivated. 

“But it’s also a place where the
ideas of freedom and democracy 
in America were wedded to educa-

tion.  Our founders understood, as
did the Crown at that time, that a suc-

cessful democracy was just as much
about education as it is about elections.”

“My experience at William & Mary Law School
taught me the value of hard work, perseverance and
giving back to the community,” he writes in an email.
“What truly made W&M special were the relation-

ships between faculty and students. Aside
from providing a great atmosphere for

learning, the teachers and administra-
tors challenged us to think critically, 

be effective advocates for our
beliefs and work together to solve
problems.”

Titus expresses similar appreci-
ation to the College for its role in

encouraging both dialogue and a
strong sense of civic engagement.

Possibly the only student to ever grad-
uate from William & Mary without a

high school diploma (she was admitted
directly as an undergraduate after attending a

campus summer school program), she earned her
degree in 1970.

49ALUMNI MAGAZINE FALL 2012

ace it: the slogan “Alma Mater of a Nation”

doesn’t come for free. While historically,

the College’s contributions to American

politics are well-known, William & Mary is

instrumental even as the 2012 election cycle

kicks into high gear: from the names on the bal-

lot to the analysts talking shop.
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“It was...an exciting time filled with great social
unrest,” says Titus in a statement. “I was inspired by
my studies and empowered by my experiences, joining
the fray not only in heated classroom debates, but also
in the streets of the nation’s capital.”
After graduation, Titus entered academia and even-

tually landed a position teaching political science at the
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Turning theory into
practice, she won election to the Nevada state senate in
1988 and then assumed the role of minority leader. In
2008, she successfully waged a campaign to represent
Nevada’s 3rd District. Although she lost the seat in
2010, she has returned to the battlefield this fall.
“It was this nexus [of my experiences at the Col-

lege],” she says, “that led me to teach young people the
value of civic participation, to engage in scholarship on
political topics and to run for office.”
Like Titus, Bachmann sees her political experience as

grounded in her time at the College. After receiving her
Juris Doctorate from Oral Roberts University, the Min-
nesota representative enrolled in William & Mary’s presti-
gious federal tax law program, earning her LL.M. in 1988.
“We were a small class and the faculty was excel-

lent,” writes Bachmann. “It was the experience I gained
at William & Mary that enabled me to begin and estab-
lish my career as a federal tax lawyer.”
After graduation, Bachmann worked as an attorney

for the Internal Revenue Service; later, she and her
husband established a counseling center in St. Paul. In
2000, she made a successful bid for a Minnesota state
senate seat, and in 2006, she was elected to represent
Minnesota’s 6th District in the U.S. Congress. Ascend-
ing rapidly through the ranks, she entered the race for
the Republican presidential nomination in 2011.
Although she withdrew her candidacy this past Janu-
ary, Bachmann remains a prominent figure on the
national scene.
Despite the political tumult of the past decade, Bach-

mann still takes pleasure in looking back at her time at
William & Mary.
“One of my fondest memories was working very hard

every day and rewarding myself with a walk on Duke of
Gloucester Street,” she says. “It remains a favorite
family destination for me today.”
In this way, Bachmann joins countless other alumni

who have trod the familiar road between the Wren
Building and the old colonial capitol, mapping out a
path between present and past and making clear the
close ties between education and public service.
More than 300 years ago, George Wythe, the first

professor of law both at the College and in the nation,
articulated the goals of the new law school as follows:
“Here we may form such characters as may be useful in
the National Councils of our country.” 
Judging from the 2012 election cycle, that hope is

still alive and well at the College today.

Bachmann LL.M. ’88

Titus ’70

Cantor J.D. ’88, LL.D. ’11
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Professorial Forecast
“The American electorate continues to be

unusually polarized on a partisan basis,” says
McGlennon. “There’s a tendency for the parties to
emphasize their differences rather than blur those
differences, and that’s a change from previous
elections.”
Heading into the fall, it’s unclear whether that

negativity will drive down voter turnout. Americans
went to the polls in high numbers in both 2004 and
2008, and many analysts believe that a decline this
November is inevitable.
But, says Rapoport, “we don’t really know. We’re

not as good at predicting that as predicting how
people will vote.”
Although much of the voting behavior of a

broadly polarized and entrenched electorate may
be easy to predict, the outcome in a few states
remains uncertain, with Virginia once again shap-
ing up to be a swing state. After more than 40
years of dependable Republican voting in national
elections, the Commonwealth suddenly found
itself divided in 2008, before throwing its Electoral
College votes to Obama. Now, four years later, both
parties are pouring money into Virginia in an
attempt to sway crucial voters.
“A lot of Virginians are praying for the days when

we were not a contested state,” says McGlennon. He
attributes the state’s political shift to changing demo-
graphics: an increase in residents born elsewhere
and fairly rapid growth in Latino and Asian-American
populations.
Whatever the reason, intense media scrutiny of 

Virginia is likely to persist throughout the fall, bol-
stered by ever-rising campaign expenditures. All three
professors independently point to the enormous
amounts of money raised by the presidential candi-
dates as an unprecedented feature of the 2012 races.
“These are levels of money so far beyond what

we’ve seen,” says Rapoport. 
To McGlennon, although exorbitant campaign

expenditures are likely to spark significant philo-
sophical debate in the future, their influence on the
current presidential race will be less than expected.
“Just the sheer volume of advertising that’s

going on now on both sides. … Over time, it’s losing
its effectiveness,” he says. “People’s minds are
made up. We’ve had hundreds of millions of dollars
spent in these campaigns, and it doesn’t appear to
be moving voters either way.” 

s Tropical Storm Isaac churned toward the
Republican National Convention in Tampa,
Fla., at the end of August, the William &

Mary Alumni Magazine asked three of the College’s
professors to weigh in on what to expect from this
fall’s national elections. Turns out that when it
comes to predicting the future, weather reporters
might have it easier than political scientists.
“Most people agree that the economy is the

most important issue,” says John McGlennon, chair
of the department of government, “but the ques-
tion of who’s responsible for the current state of
the economy and whose plan is most likely to pull
the nation out of the current doldrums is not at all a
case of consensus among voters.”
This lack of agreement has bred much uncer-

tainty. Analysts dispute whether Democrats or
Republicans will seize control of Congress, and
although polls conducted at the time of the party
conventions gave Barack Obama a slight lead, nei-
ther party perceives that edge as secure. 
In some ways, Assistant Professor of Govern-

ment Jaime Settle observes, the 2012 elections
contradict established models of political behavior.
“If you look historically, when incumbent presi-

dents are leading the country with these [eco-
nomic] numbers, it’s usually not extremely close,”
says Settle.
Ronald Rapoport, John Marshall Professor of

Government, points to Mitt Romney’s mid-cam-
paign shift in strategy as an example of divergence
from a traditional challenger campaign approach.
Romney, says Rapoport, initially adopted a “refer-
endum election” strategy, in which a challenger
focuses primarily on the incumbent’s flaws rather
than proposing alternative policies.
“Romney obviously felt that wasn’t working,”

says Rapoport. The announcement of Paul Ryan (R-
Wisc.) as the former Massachusetts governor’s
running mate signaled a shift to a “choice election”
strategy, which offers voters a set of policies in
sharp contrast to those put forth by the incumbent.
“I think this is quite unusual,” says Rapoport. “I

think the Obama people are really thrilled by that
— having things that you can put your opponent
down on.”
Put-downs have been flying hard and fast this

election cycle, with all three professors citing ele-
vated levels of negativity.
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ntil I was in college,” poet Henri
Cole ’78 recalls in an oft-cited

essay about his childhood, “I had no artis-
tic friends. My only dialogue was with
God, whom I besieged with my prayers.” 
In fact, almost nothing of Henri Cole’s

upbringing could have accurately fore-
shadowed a man who would go on to pub-
lish eight books of poetry while winning
almost every major award in American
letters. He was a product of the Virginia
public school systems, the son of two par-
ents who valued education but who never
attended college. 
“My father was a farm boy from North

Carolina,” Cole says. “He was trained to
be an electrical engineer in the Air Force.
My mother was from Marseille, France.
She was a seamstress, taking in sewing,
until she became a civil servant.” 
Cole’s childhood was characterized by

regular beatings that persisted until he
left the home. Cole remembers his
teenage years in particular as being vio-
lent and unpredictable — “lamps being
thrown across rooms,” and “one drunken
parent sobbing over another.” As his 
family erupted into mindless violence, the
confusion and heartache felt by Cole
would later go on to yield some of the
most startling poetry of the 20th century.
Once away from his treehouse sanctuary
and the ruined lamps, Cole began to har-
ness the power of the written word to
begin a relentless, lifelong examination of
the self that has been both as cutting as it
has been forgiving. 
Henri Cole left his parents’ home for

the first time to attend William & Mary.
He took studio art courses such as draw-
ing, printmaking and sculpture. Cole’s
household had been devoutly Catholic,
and he attended the folk masses every
Saturday evening near the campus. He

pledged a fraternity but says that he was
terrible at being a brother. “I think I
wanted another kind of love,” he says. 
Cole found that love in his junior year

when he enrolled in a poetry class and
was instantly hooked. 
“I was a nascent poet and knew noth-

ing,” he admits. “Still, my teachers —
Susan Thompson and Peter Klappert —
nurtured me. I was like a buried seed at
William & Mary, and then I germinated.
The only thing I had was intensity.” 
Cole tends to characterize his work

from this period as unoriginal and 
heavily autobiographical, the work of a
“closeted homosexual.” Ironically, his
predilection for revisiting the bones of his
past and for delving into his conflicts
with sexuality are often cited as features
earning him such literary accolades as
the Kingsley Tufts Poetry Award, the
Lenore Marshall Prize, multiple National
Endowment for the Arts fellowships, a
Guggenheim Fellowship and finalist nod
for the Pulitzer Prize. In 2012, he was
nominated for and awarded the Jackson
Prize from Poets & Writersmagazine.
Though always the solitary character,

Cole found a group at William & Mary
who nurtured his love for the arts, and he
began to build a new home filled with
writers and artists. Cole recalls, “Some-
how a group of us — mostly English
majors — found one another and lived
together in a little farmhouse house on
Mimosa Lane. My roommate my senior
year was Steven Culp ’78, the film and
television actor. I used to love listening to
him play the guitar.
“I’ve remained friends with the mar-

velous Professor Elsa Nettels — who
taught the novels of Henry James, Willa
Cather, E. M. Forester, Joseph Conrad
and Virginia Woolf, writers of the interior

life. It was she who made me appreciate
language as a delicate instrument of the
imagination.”
This appreciation for language and

sound were never more prevalent than in
Cole’s first two collections of poetry, The
Marble Queen (1986) and The Zoo Wheel of
Knowledge (1989).  One of the most
impressive features to Cole’s contempo-
raries is the way in which his style has
shifted somewhat drastically over time.
The Marble Queen and The Zoo Wheel of
Knowledge are controlled and acoustically
precise, but at times the reader can feel
the young Cole self-consciously adhering
to technique and to form at the expense
of anything fully revelatory. There is a
painstaking attention paid to sound 
and to description that — while flashing 
the signs of a young lyric master — 
 fails to reach the emotional honesty and 
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P
icture a young boy traipsing into the woods behind the
framework of a suburban, lower middle-class home. He
walks, perhaps, beyond the hedgerow into a standing
grove of sugar maples, red mulberries and pawpaws.
He has built a tree house at the edge of a clearing, and
the boy has nothing but chaos and solitude in his heart. 

Henri Cole’s latest book, Touch, was
released in 2011.
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CLASS NOTES

 

I ’m driving illiterate in Williamsburg. Don’t ask me to take
the wheel. I make wrong turns. I get lost and confused. I
end up in Hampton.

It’s not my fault. During my formative years at William &
Mary, I was a pedestrian. Occasionally, I rode with my room-
mate in her car, but do you think I paid attention? Heck no.
Nothing between points A and B mattered, because, of
course, I wasn’t driving. I droned as the streets and land-
marks whizzed by. Now I’m paying for it. My adult brain just
isn’t wired for driving in
Williamsburg. It’s the naviga-
tional equivalent of never
learning my phonics.
“As the crow flies” is the

software loaded into my
brain. Back in college, I was
the all-terrain student, set-
ting off confidently on foot,
cutting through dorm
breezeways, scaling bluffs,
striding nonchalantly the
wrong way down one-way
streets, slaloming through
parking lots, and jaywalking to my heart’s content. 
Following paved roads and traffic rules in Williamsburg

introduces an insurmountable obstacle. I know the three
major thoroughfares—DOG Street, Richmond Road and
Jamestown Road. Everything I needed was on Richmond
Road. It was a straight shot to the Pottery Factory.
Jamestown Road led to, well, Jamestown, which was always
a fun bike ride. DOG Street was where I jogged. 
Those are the three known vectors, and if I get beyond

them without a GPS, I’m doomed. I don’t know my 60 from
my 64, my 5 from my 199, my 143 from my 132, my last
known point from my forward limit. I hyperventilate when I
get to an intersection — all those black and white signs with
numbers and arrows pointing every which-a-way. It feels like
I’m 16 and back in driver’s education. Which lane? North or
south? Right or left? Am I headed to Toano now? 
From Confusion Corner, I can make a halting departure

to 64 via Francis Street. With a few wrong turns and
missed exits, I could find my way back from the Norfolk
airport. But if you throw a detour at me or anything that
requires improvisation, I’ll fail. Finding my way on back

roads is, of course, out of the question.
Williamsburg is not laid out in any logical, intuitive or under-

standable way. What Colonial elder on acid designed this
town? It’s a maze of inexplicable, traffic-clogged streets that
double-back, make hairpin turns, and rename themselves
mid-intersection. To confuse me even more, there are now
neighborhoods, apartments, condominiums and commercial
developments in what was the forested final frontier when I
was in college. It looks nothing like what I remember. 

My friend Susan, who lives
and raises her family in
Williamsburg, assures me
that “there’s no shame in
admitting you can’t find your
way.” She’s a local; she knows
all the shortcuts like the back
of her hand. I pay attention
whenever I’m in the car with
her but I can’t follow. Occa-
sionally I’ll catch a familiar
site (Aha! Peebles depart-
ment store) and feel a twitch
of recognition, but mostly I’m

in sensory overload. She doesn’t notice I’m a nervous wreck
trying to figure out where we are, nor does she know the
hours I’ve pored over maps trying to internalize the layout of
Williamsburg. I’ll never absorb it in the brief trips an alum
makes to the College. It’s like trying to learn Russian one
weekend a year. What I need is an extended visit to get good
and lost and re-assimilate the town from the perspective of a
motor vehicle operator. 
Until that happens, my mantra will be “Just get me to

Richmond Road.” Everywhere else should be stamped
“Uncharted Territory.” I’ll proceed to campus, park the car
and walk. It feels natural and familiar to have the sureness of
the cobblestones beneath my feet, dogwood blooms at eye
level and the heady scent of boxwood around me. All I want
is just a short stroll away.

_________________________________
Marna Ashburn Krajeski ’85 is the author of Household

Baggage: The Moving Life of a Military Wife and the 
recently-released 64 Easy Answers About Etiquette for the

Modern Military Spouse.Read her blogs at 
HouseholdBaggage.com and TheHangingIndent.com.

[ALUMVIEWS]

By Marna Ashburn Krajeski ’85

Finding Your Way
Driving in Williamsburg as an Alum 

The intersection of Richmond Road, Jamestown Road and Duke
of Gloucester Street, often referred to as Confusion Corner. 
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BACKSTORY

Kate Conley
~ Dean of Arts & Sciences

Education: B.A., Harvard University; M.A., University of
Colorado; M.A., Ph.D., University of Pennsylvania

What might be surprising about your background?
After college I started work as an assistant in the circula-
tion department at The Old House Journal back when it
was still a newsletter, and worked my way up to writing
articles as an assistant editor. The decorative arts editor
and I then had a chance to create Victorian Homes maga-
zine, which we basically launched from her dining room. I
was building a career in book publishing in Colorado
when a kind French professor helped me envision an aca-
demic career, for which I am grateful to this day. 

How do you see your role as Dean of Arts & Sciences?
It’s a huge responsibility. Along with our select graduate
programs, we are stewards of the undergraduate liberal
arts education. Every freshman begins study in Arts &
Sciences, and about 90 percent of graduating seniors
hold one or more of our majors. As Dean, I’m on point for
day-to-day management of our whole academic operation
and, with my fellow faculty and deans, for the intellectual
leadership that keeps us current.

What interested you about William & Mary?
A main reason I wanted to come to William & Mary was
the strong internal culture that understands, values and
excels in the liberal arts education. Our educational
model teaches students to think carefully and critically
and to make new connections between various kinds of
knowledge.  In this, I agree completely with today’s cor-
porate CEOs: To meet our many challenges, we need the
liberal arts skills now more than ever.

What do you enjoy in your spare time?
My husband, Richard Stamelman, teaches French poet-
ry, culture, and art, including photography, and he loves
taking pictures. This has made us wonderfully compati-
ble in our pursuits and travels. Museums, historic sites,
local arts and artists, restaurants – we enjoy a wide
range of people and interests.

How are you adjusting to your move to Williamsburg?
I’m fascinated by the way history and stories are woven
into the present in Williamsburg and more broadly in
Virginia. There’s a coherence to how the present lives
alongside the past. As I settle in, I’m hoping to meet the
people and explore the places that are part of this mar-
velous tapestry.
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