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CLOSE ENCOUNTER

During Homecoming & Reunion Weekend 2023, the univer-
sity community welcomed Glenn Close ‘74, D.A. ‘89, H.F.
'19, one of the nation’s most distinguished actors of stage,
television and film, for the dedication of the renovated Phi
Beta Kappa Memorial Hall and new Music Arts Center in the
William & Mary Arts Quarter. PBK’s main stage was renamed
the Glenn Close Theatre in Close’s honor.
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ALUMNI FOCUS

Sharing Our Connection

BY ABIGAIL “ABBY” STERN '24

Chair, Students for University Advancement

hen there is a tour walking around campus and the guide asks a student

passing by what their favorite part about William & Mary is, their

response is always “the people.” Every student and alumnus knows that the

best thing about our university is the kindness of the people in our commu-

nity and their excitement about our university, no matter where they are.

I often feel a connection when meet-
ing W&M alumni for the first time
— whether I'm at a breakfast in
Washington, D.C., attending a leader-
ship conference in Colorado or taking a
trans-Atlantic flight. Reminiscing about
W&M traditions and freshman halls,
strangers soon become friends through
our love for alma mater.

I see this again and again as I con-
nect with many W&M people through
my position as chair of Students
for University Advancement (SUA),
through which I also represent students
on the W&M Alumni Association board
and the Annual Giving Board. SUA is a
student organization dedicated to build-
ing a culture of engagement and philan-
thropy among undergraduate students.
When we educate and engage current
students, from first-year students to
seniors, they will leave William &
Mary with a better understanding of the
importance and impact of giving back to
the university as alumni with their time,
talent and treasure.

I became involved in SUA while
completing my freshman year online
during the COVID-19 pandemic. At a
time when it was difficult to connect
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to people in person, I wanted a way to
be involved in the campus community.
After learning more about the depth of
impact SUA has on students and alumni,
Iknew I'would be a part of it throughout
my time as a student, and well beyond.
This year, SUA has strengthened
W&M’s culture of engagement and
philanthropy through new and reimag-
ined initiatives. As one example, we took
the lead on encouraging student partici-
pation in the 2023 Homecoming Parade.
With support from the alumni engage-
ment team, we worked hard to ensure
student organizations showed their
school spirit by walking, performing or
organizing a float. While being a part of
the fun, students also had the chance to
win up to $1,000 for their organization.
Also during Homecoming & Reunion
‘Weekend, SUA hosted Cheers to Your
Senior Year to celebrate our graduating
seniors and introduce students to what
they can expect from Homecoming as
alumni. Both events were tremendously
successful, with more than 40 student
organizations participating in the parade
and over 1,000 seniors attending Cheers!
SUA also encouraged philanthropic
giving through the Senior Class Gift.

WM

VOLUME 89, NUMBER 2

ALUMNI MAGAZINE STAFF
Editor: Jennifer Page Wall
Managing Editor: Claire De Lisle M.B.A. 21
Assistant Managing Editor: Tina Eshleman
Creative Director: Michael D. Bartolotta
Art Director/Photographer: Alfred Herczeg P ’23
Graphic Designers: Sabrina Bryan, Molly Socks
Online Editors: Tiffany Broadbent Beker M.S. 06,
Michael Williams
Interns: Mary Beth Bauermann ’24, Gabriela
Trauttmansdorff’26
Contributing Writers: Carlos A. da Silva Jr., Laura Grove *22,
Kate Hoving, Anna Kormis, Jacob A. Miller "18, Kimberly
Richards-Thomas, Katherine A. Rowe, Abigail “Abby” Stern
’24, Andriana “Andrea” C. Zourou
Contributing Photographers: Jim Agnew, Harlen Capen, Mary
Fabrizio, Desiree Groff, Grace Molino, Miguel Montalvo, Ken
Pak, Kaitlyn Parker, Stephen Salpukas, Phillip Schmidli, Reba
T. Smith, Gregg Willett
Spot lllustrator: Elizabeth Traynor
Contributing lllustrators: Sean McCabe, Tim Zeltner

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tina Reynolds Kenny *92, P °24, P °27, President
Anna Dinwiddie Hatfield ’96, P ’27, Inmediate Past President
Brian Focarino ’11, J.D. ’15, Vice President
Kirsten Shiroma Quackenbush 05, Secretary
Chase T. Jordan ’15, Treasurer
Matthew L. “Matt” Brandon *92, Chief Executive Officer
Kate Redding, Chief Operating Officer
James H. Ambrose ’07; Jean Marie Walker Bentley *99;
George E. Cruser "84; Jean Berger Estes *75;

Willis H. Gee Jr.’99; Alice Givens *94; Glenmore “Glenne”
Hines Harding *65; Gerald A. “Jeb” Jeutter Jr. ’82; Barbara
Marchbank ’84, P ’15; Harold G. Martin Jr. ’79; Grace A.
Martini ’14; Natasha Moulton-Levy "95; Fred Palmore *67, P *02;
Chris V. Rey J.D. ’10; William “Bill” Schermerhorn *82;
John Cole Scott’00; Hodan C. Seager ’18; John D. Windt ’89
James “Jim” R. Taylor ’69, Olde Guarde Council
Carlton Smith ’15, M.Ed. ’17, Young Guarde Council
Abigail “Abby” Stern ’24, Students for University Advancement

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
Contact Information: 500 Richmond Rd * P.O. Box 2100
Williamsburg, VA 23187
(757) 221-1842 * wmalumni.com
Chief Executive Officer: alumniceo@wm.edu
Alumni C ications and Magazine:
(757) 221-1167, alumni.magazine@wm.edu
Alumni Business: alumni.business@wm.edu

Alumni Events: alumni.events@wm.edu
Alumni Engagement: engagement@wm.edu
Alumni House Rentals: almctr@wm.edu
Alumni Journeys: alumni.travel@wm.edu
Alumni Records: alumni.records@wm.edu
Alumni Website: alumni.web@wm.edu

Comment: Send your comments about the magazine to
alumni.magazine@wm.edu

For information about advertising, contact the magazine staff at
757-221-1742 or alumni.magazine@wm.edu. We reserve the right
to approve or deny any advertisements.

Subscriptions to the William & Mary Alumni Magazine can be made by
visiting magazine.wm.edu/about/subscription or by mailing a check of $35
of more, payable to William & Mary, to: William & Mary Gift Processing,
P.O. Box 1693, Harlan, IA 51593.

Printed by Lane Press, Burlington, Vermont
Views expressed in the William & Mary Alumni Magazine do not

necessarily reflect the opinions of the William & Mary Alumni Association,
William & Mary or the editorial staff.

PRINTED WITH
SOY INK

MAGAZINE.WM.EDU




When members of the senior class make a gift to any area of
William & Mary, they receive a mug they can use to get discounts
at local businesses. This year, we expanded our partnerships to nine
businesses, including Green Leafe, Culture Café, Column 15, The
Meadows and Aromas, and helped student organizations host events
where attendees were encouraged to make a gift to W&M. Finally, to
congratulate the student body on a wonderful semester, SUA hosted
a study hall at the Alumni House the weekend before finals began.
This encouraged students to learn more about the work that SUA
does and make good memories with their classmates in a beautiful
space they will, we hope, return to often as alumni.

These are just a few of the ways in which Students for University

Advancement plays a key role in spreading the spirit of engagement
and philanthropy across campus. Other examples include Cheers to
Your First Year, which is a partnership with the Student Transition
Engagement Program (STEP) and W&M Athletics to welcome first-
year students to campus traditions; Tag Day, when we hang signs
around campus showing all that our donors make possible; and
Impact Week, which supports service projects by community orga-
nizations. Each of these shows just how deeply W&M people care
about our alma mater and each other.

We look forward to continuing our work on campus in the
years ahead, and I look forward to staying engaged with W&M
as an alumna.

SHOW W&M STUDENTS THE POWER OF OUR COMMUNITY

Internships open doors to career success. Providing a funded internship or other applied

learning experience for every undergraduate is a top priority in W&M'’s strategic plan,
Vision 2026. W&M alumni can help.

RECRUIT

Offer internships,
externships, networking
and jobs

ENGAGE

Participate in informational
interviews, career panels
and meetups

SUPPORT

Give to the Career Center
Student Internship Fund

Learn more at wm.edu/employers and give today at impact.wm.edu/internships.

WILLIAM & MARY
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FROM THE BRAFFERTON

liberal Arts & Sciences:
Past Present and Future

BY KATHERINE A. ROWE
William & Mary President

his magazine will reach your mailbox in the wake of a joyful Charter Day

weekend. In 2024, William & Mary toasts 331 years. Our festivi-
ties will be especially sweet — with a victory lap for our A/ /n campaign for
W&M Athletics and smashing student performances as part of the Year of
the Arts. « No other college or university connects past, present and future
as compellingly as W&M. At Charter Day, we recall W&M’s founding docu-
ments and longstanding traditions. This university was established in 1693
as “a certain place of universal study” to educate students in “good and

liberal arts and sciences ... for all times coming.” That ethos of creativity runs
deep in our community. Resourcefulness and collaboration have long been our
superpowers. We build on our history in the present to shape a bright future.

All across campus, that spirit continues to drive innovation. This spring, plans
are proceeding for the launch of a new school, bringing together our existing
strengths in Computer Science, Data Science, Applied Science and Physics. This
school will make history at W&M as a first in more than half a century. Each time
W&M has leaned into a new arena in this way, throughout the past centuries, we
have done so in response to the needs of our people and our moment.

I'wrote last year about burgeoning interest in these high-demand fields, both
at William & Mary and nationally. At W&M, it was students who first brought
forward proposals to expand these areas, nearly five years ago. A few years later,
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entrepreneurial faculty leaders brought an intriguing
pitch: that W&M might reorganize in a way that would
grow our impact, raise our profile and maximize our
ability to retain and recruit talent at all levels.

Over the past two years, W&M led an inclusive,
thorough process of soliciting feedback from the full
university community. A steering committee repre-
senting every school at the university then took this
input and considered what the parameters for a pos-
sible new school should be.

Through this comprehensive process, it became
clear that W&M'’s breadth in the liberal arts and sci-
ences could differentiate our school on a national
scale. At W&M, as I have framed it, we keep the human
in artificial intelligence. We approach data science and
its applications as a new liberal art for the 21st cen-
tury. We understand its toolkits as modes of critical
thinking: where ethical, practical and human issues
converge in the service of moral reasoning and good
problem-solving.

W&M’s new school is starting from a place of
strength. It will bring together more than 480 under-
graduates, 166 graduate students, 9 degree pathways
and 78 faculty and staff. Together they will be able to
evolve their curriculum more nimbly, reimagine path-
ways through majors, develop local partnerships and
accelerate research funding. Collaborative research
and interdisciplinary connections elevate student
learning across the university.

As in the past, this new school responds to key
developments in our Commonwealth and nation.
Virginia has prioritized talent pipelines, consistent
with the Virginia Chamber’s Blueprint 2030 goals,
so our reorganization has been warmly welcomed by
leaders in the state and region.

Construction for the fourth phase of our Integrated
Science Center (ISC IV), which will house the new
school, is underway, with total funding from the com-
monwealth expected to reach just over $101 million. In
October 2023, W&M’s longtime partner the Jefferson
Lab was selected for a High Performance Data Facility,
with an expected investment of $300 million to $500
million — which will allow us to expand research
together. This achievement followed years of steady
advocacy and support by W&M leadership.

At the time of this publication, a national search
for the school’s first dean is underway. In early spring,
we will seek final approval from the State Council of
Higher Education for Virginia. We aim to open the
school officially in fall 2025.

Charter Day celebrates the throughlines that have
anchored W&M since 1693: boldness, a forward-look-
ing mindset and a steadfast commitment to the lib-
eral arts & sciences. Those commitments continue to
inspire our vision, now in our fourth century.

I hope you feel — as I do — what an immense
honor it is to be part of this community. These are
the moments to take a long view and make long plays
— so that the Alma Mater of the Nation leads in this
century and for all times coming.
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MEDIAN AWARD GIVEN TO EACH
SCHOLARSHIPS IMPACT FUND RECIPIENT

OF SCHOLARSHIP IMPACT FUND
RECIPIENTS ARE FIRST-GENERATION
COLLEGE STUDENTS

DONORS TO THE
SCHOLARSHIPS IMPACT FUND
IN FY22

Elizal;eth Diaz 24

GEOLOGY

It’s challenging to navigate the college experience as a first-generation student,
but at the same time it’s inspiring to see how my confidence has grown while
I’'m going through things a lot of my peers aren’t — I know | can overcome
challenges and be an inspiration for my family, and that is all thanks to the
scholarships support that has made my college experience possible.

AFFORDING OPPORTUNITY

Scholarships have the power to transform lives. Learn more

WILLIAM &9 M ARY by contacting Angela Bartee Ed.D. 22, executive director of

. . development for scholarships and student affairs philanthropy,
glvmg.wm.edu/ scholarships at adbartee@wm.edu or 757-221-7879.
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PHOTO: MIGUEL MONTALVO

BLANKET OCTOPUS PARALARVA: This is the tiny
paralarva of a blanket octopus (Tremoctopus violaceous). This

specimen was found among the plankton tows from the Bermuda
Atlantic Time Series Long-Term Ecological Research project
(BATS LTER). This image was taken through a Leica MZ12
microscope using a Nikon Z7 camera. It is made of several dis-
crete micrographs taken at incremental focus heights and then
stacked using Helicon Focus.

BY LARGE

VIMS Photo

ontest

BY UNIVERSITY STAFF

HE VIMS PHOTO CONTEST, NOW IN ITS 24TH

year, recognizes the most noteworthy images

captured by William & Mary’s Virginia Institute
of Marine Science (VIMS) faculty, staff and students
while in the field and laboratory.

Chartered in 1940, VIMS is currently among the
largest marine research and education centers in
the United States. VIMS has a three-part mission
to conduct research in coastal ocean and estuarine
science, educate students and citizens, and provide
advisory service to policymakers, industry and the
public. VIMS provides these services to Virginia, the
nation and the world.

Graduate students in W&M’s School of Marine
Science at VIMS conduct research that extends from
inland watersheds to the open ocean, with an empha-
sis on coastal and estuarine science.

One of the four cornerstone intiatives of the uni-
versity’s Vision 2026 strategic plan is Water. Over the
next 50 years, one of the world’s most threatened and
valuable resources will be water. Solving global issues
related to water will require innovative approaches to
conservation and strategies to increase resilience. As
home to VIMS, one of the world’s preeminent marine
science institutes — and outstanding conservation,
law, policy and education programs — William & Mary
is poised to be aleader in the development of solutions
to these complex challenges. Our students will lead the
next generation of scientists and industry profession-
als who steward the world’s water resources.

W&M ALUMNI MAGAZINE 9
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GRAND PRIZE
WINNER: Kaitlyn
Parker, Chesapeake

Bay National Estuarine
Research Reserve in
Virginia (CBNERR-VA)
laboratory & field
research specialist,
took this photo of Tochi
Iwuji (CBNERRVA 2023
Hollings Scholar) and
Eduardo Miles (CBNER-
RVA Marine Scientist)
retrieving a YSI EXO
from the Stingray Point
CBIBS buoy.
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TOP PHOTO: GRACE MOLINO; LEFT PHOTO: MARY FABRIZIO; RIGHT PHOTO: DESIREE GROFF; BOTTOM PHOTO: REBA T. SMITH

BY LARGE

OTHER WINNERS &
HONORABLE MEN-
TIONS: Top: If you have
ever walked through a
wetland, you might have
noticed a shiny surface on
the water which resembles
an oil slick. Surprisingly,
these are natural! The
shiny surface is actually a
very, very thin crystalline
metallic layer created by
iron-reducing bacteria
commonly found in marsh-
es. Middle Left: Nepal Fish
FACTS team bringing back
fishes sampled with a seine
on the East Rapti River,
Nepal. Middle Right: A fever
of cownose rays. Bottom:
Bay scallop broodstock are
gathered and cleaned in
preparation for spawning.

ONLINE: 7o see all photos,
visit magazine.wm.edu/
vims-photos




BY LARGE

SERVANT LEADER:
D. Bruce Christian °73,
pictured here in one

of his many signature
bowties at a For the Bold
campaign celebration,

is a longtime W&M sup-
porter and volunteer.

PAY IT FORWARD

lighting the Way

BY TINA ESHLEMAN

HEN NEW WILLIAM & MARY STUDENTS

formally begin the academic year during

Convocation, they pass through the
Wren Building and receive an enthusiastic welcome
from the university community on the other side.
The pathway toward their future is illuminated not
only by the Wren’s green and gold lights, but also by
cheers, noisemakers and colorful handmade signs
letting them know they belong at W&M.

A $2.5-million scholarship and applied learn-
ing endowment recently established by D. Bruce
Christian ’73 and his wife, Spas Christian, will
extend that warm welcome for out-of-state, Pell
Grant-eligible students starting in the 2024-25
academic year.

The aptly named Lighting the Way Scholarship
will fully cover the cost of each recipient’s atten-
dance — including tuition, fees, housing, food and
books and supplies — when combined with a Pell
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Grant and university funding. Its accompanying
applied learning endowment will provide addi-
tional funds for each scholarship recipient to pur-
sue opportunities such as internships, research
and study abroad. This is the first scholarship that
includes fully paid applied learning experiences for
Pell Grant recipients.

Bruce Christian says the couple wants to afford
prospective students with limited income the
opportunity to attend William & Mary by helping to
eliminate financial obstacles, recognizing that for
an out-of-state student, the total cost of attendance
is significantly higher.

“William & Mary is exactly the right place for so
many people,” Christian says. “It was exactly the
right place for me, and I would hate to think that
there was anyone who could not come for lack of
resources.”

The new scholarship aligns with William &
Mary’s commitment to increase access and afford-
ability for students, and to ensure that each under-
graduate has the opportunity for a funded intern-
ship or other applied learning experience.

“Two bright lights in our community, Bruce and
Spas Christian ensure that the Alma Mater of the
Nation shines for future generations of students,”
President Katherine Rowe says. “We are most grate-
ful for their partnership to increase affordability.”

As part of the university’s commitment to afford-
ing opportunity, William & Mary has successfully
increased the enrollment of Pell Grant recipients
from Virginia. In the 2023-24 academic year, W&M
began ensuring scholarship aid to cover at least
tuition and fees for all in-state undergraduate Pell
Grant-eligible students. Currently, about 18% of
in-state students are Pell Grant recipients, a num-
ber that has increased 30% over the past decade.
Because of the difference in tuition for out-of-state
students, scholarships such as Lighting the Way are
essential to help raise the percentage of undergrad-
uate Pell Grant recipients from outside Virginia,
now just over 4%.

According to U.S. Department of Education data,
more than 93% of Pell Grant recipients come from

MAGAZINE.WM.EDU
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families earning less than $60,000 per year, and
nearly half of all first-generation college students
receive Pell Grants.

Since 2011, the university has raised more than
$350 million for scholarships, and 35% of under-
graduates now receive need-based aid. This support
has not gone unnoticed: The Princeton Review has
ranked W&M 13th among the best value public
colleges.

W&M has the highest four-year graduation rate
for Pell Grant recipients of any public university in
Virginia, at 87%. In addition, W&M students who
received federal aid, including Pell Grants, earn 35%
more in median income — nearly $17,000 more per
year — than the national median. The percentage of
William & Mary students who graduate with debt,
31%, is less than half of the national average of 64%.

The Princeton Review also named William &
Mary the best public institution for internships,
highlighting the university’s commitment to pre-
paring students for successful careers.

Pell Grants provide students a maximum of $7,395
per year, based on their family income. Once the
amount of the Pell Grant is subtracted, the Lighting
the Way scholarship will pay for up to half of the
student’s remaining cost of attendance, with William
& Mary providing the rest.

Two students will be selected for the scholarship
every four years, with a goal of increasing the num-

WINTER 2024

ber to three or more students as income from the
endowment grows.

The name of the scholarship is a nod to the
Christians’ gift in 2022 of permanent lighting
for the exterior of the Wren Building that allows
it to glow with green and gold for events such as
Convocation and Commencement, and other colors
for different occasions. The lighting gift honors Sue
Hanna Gerdelman ’76, P 07, P ’13, chair of both

William & Mary’s For the Bold campaign and the A/

In campaign for W&M Athletics.

An additional gift from the Christians this past
summer will extend the lighting of the building and
grounds to the Sunken Garden.

Although he grew up in Lynchburg, Virginia,
Bruce attended graduate school at Tulane
University in New Orleans and Spas is from the
Chicago area, so they have seen the value of getting
to know people with wide-ranging life experiences.

“At Tulane, I was surrounded by people who

were from all over the U.S. and different parts of

the world as well,” Bruce says. “That’s what I want
for William & Mary — to bring people who think
differently and come from different backgrounds.
All it can do is build us into a better university and
a better overall community.”

While the new scholarship will bring students
from outside Virginia to campus, an earlier gift from
the couple provides opportunities for William & Mary

GREEN & GOLD:
The Christians provided
lighting for the Wren
Building that allows it
to be illuminated for
special occasions.

W&M ALUMNI MAGAZINE 13
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students to study far from Williamsburg. Named in
honor of the late Professor Judy Ewell, Christian’s
advisor and mentor during his time at William &
Mary, the Christian-Ewell Scholarship Endowment
enables students to engage in summer research in
Latin America.

Christian says his own research under Ewell’s
guidance at William & Mary led him to graduate
school, which included the opportunity to study in
Mexico. He is looking forward to seeing what kinds
of applied learning programs the Lighting the Way
Scholarship recipients are able to pursue.

“I think this scholarship is exciting because it will
afford students many opportunities to broaden their
horizons as well,” he says.

In addition to the Christians’ longtime philan-
thropic support for William & Mary, Bruce’s list of
volunteer leadership roles at William & Mary includes
his current position as chair of the Council of Arts &

Sciences. He has also served on the W&M Foundation
board, the W&M Libraries board, the W&M Alumni
Association board, the steering committee for the uni-
versity’s strategic plan under President Emeritus W.
Taylor Reveley II1 LL.D. 18, HON 18 and the National
Campaign Steering Committee for the Campaign for
William & Mary in 2007, among others. For his dedi-
cation and service to his alma mater, he was honored
with the Alumni Medallion in 2013.

Christian says that the quality of his experience at
William & Mary, both as a student and as an active
alumnus, and his belief in the university’s mission
are what motivate him to give back.

“There is a quote I love and often use from
Thomas Jefferson which says, ‘Let us in education
dream of an aristocracy of achievement arising out
of a democracy of opportunity.” This Lighting the
Way Scholarship allows William & Mary, in some
way, to do just that.”

FLYING PAST THE COMPETITION

W&M NO. 1 FOR STUDY ABROAD

William & Mary is first among public universities in the nation for study-
abroad participation, according to the Open Doors 2023 Report on
International Educational Exchange, released Nov. 13 by the U.S. Department
of State’s Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs and the Institute of
International Education. W&M has ranked first 10 times over the last 15
years. * William & Mary also ranks seventh nationally among all doctor-
ate-granting universities — public and private. * “While the rankings are
no doubt significant, William & Mary remains among the national leaders
in study abroad in terms of the quality of the experience as well as the num-
ber of participants,” says Teresa Longo, associate provost for international
affairs and executive director of the Reves Center for International Studies.
“Together with our partners abroad, William & Mary has invested in global

experiences tied to academic excellence, career readiness and to our stu-

dents’ understanding of their place in the world.” * In recent years, study abroad has received more attention as an example

of applied learning at its best. Employers state that the kind of intercultural knowledge acquired on study-abroad programs is

an asset in hiring. Careers is one of four cornerstone initiatives in William & Mary’s Vision 2026 strategic plan. * High-quality

applied learning experiences such as study abroad are part of William & Mary’s commitment to offering the most personal

educational experience of any public university. Read more at magazine.wm.edu/study-abroad-2023. — KATE HOVING
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LET'S KEEP IN TOUCH!

Update your information today.

Create an account on William & Mary's
my1693.com online portal to update your
contact information, sign up for events,
check your giving history and more. Alumni
also gain access to exclusive services like the
alumni directory and library resources.

GO TO MY1693.COM

or use your device to scan the code.

— * VIRGINIA * =

- 5 SKUPLE §

Show your William & Mary pride while supporting
scholarships for Virginia students.

Y Get your William & Mary plate
L at www.dmvINOW.com
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GENERAL PATTON

A Stand-Up Guy

Patton Oswalt 91, D.A.

23 returns for student show

BY UNIVERSITY STAFF

N OcT. 23, COMEDIAN AND ACTOR PATTON

Oswalt ’91, D.A.’23 returned to William &

Mary to give two stand-up comedy shows
for students and young alumni in the newly inau-
gurated Glenn Close Theatre in Phi Beta Kappa
Memorial Hall.

Oswalt, who is known for such roles as Spence
on the TV show “The King of Queens” and the voice
of Remy in the movie “Ratatouille,” received an hon-
orary Doctor of Arts degree from William & Mary
in May 2023 and delivered the Commencement
address. Oswalt has received multiple awards
for his wide-ranging work, including Emmy and
Grammy awards. He recently co-created the Hulu
series “M.O.D.O.K.” and co-starred on the NBC
comedy “A.P. Bio.”

In an exclusive interview before his shows with
Daniel Kalish ’25, news editor of The Flat Hat,

Oswalt reminisced about his time at William &
Mary, discussed his plans to return to Williamsburg
and asked when he’ll get his key to the city. Read the
full interview at magazine.wm.edu/oswalt-flat-hat.

BY LARGE

ONLINE: The W&M
Alumni Magazine inter-
viewed Oswalt for a fea-
ture article in 2016. Read
“Repeated Annihilation”
at magazine.wm.edu/
oswalt-2016.

A COOL WAY TO COOL

MONROE GOES GEOTHERMAL

As part of the Housing and Dining Comprehensive Facilities Plan, William & Mary is installing a
geothermal system that will efficiently and sustainably heat and cool Monroe Hall. The system
will be up and running when students return to the building in fall 2024. + Monroe Hall is the
first structure at the university to connect to a geothermal system, which regulates temperature
by circulating water underground. Old Dominion Hall is also scheduled to receive a geothermal
system, and an extensive geothermal field will be constructed to serve all of the new housing and
dining facilities under development for the West Woods. The Old Dominion and West Woods
projects will be completed in 2025. « Work on the housing and dining facilities plan started this
summer. Over the course of the next decade, the university will renovate or replace 80% of its
campus residences and add two new dining spaces to the campus. The geothermal systems that
are part of that plan support W&M'’s Climate Action Roadmap. * Read more at magazine.wm.edu/

Monroe-geothermal. — LAURA GROVE ’22

WINTER 2024
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BY LARGE

ZOUROU

CAMPUS PERSPECTIVES

Applied Science

Ph.D. students explain their cutting-edge research and the science equipment
that makes it possible
BY CARLOS A. DA SILVA JR. AND ANDRIANA C. “ANDREA” ZOUROU

PPLIED SCIENCE AT WILLIAM & MARY IS AN INTERDISCIPLINARY GRADUATE DEPARTMENT THAT

uses tools, techniques and principles from multiple sciences to solve complex scientific and

technical problems. Graduate students work with faculty from departments throughout the
university, as well as with partners from Jefferson Lab, NASA Langley and others.

In November, the Board of Visitors voted unanimously to approve a proposal for a new school at
William & Mary that will include the applied science, physics, computer science and data science
departments and programs. Master’s and doctoral degrees in applied science, computer science and
physics made up over one third of all the graduate degrees conferred by Arts & Sciences in 2023, and
of the top 30 most-cited W&M authors, more than half (54%) hail from computer science, data science,
applied science and physics. Through the new school, William & Mary plans to expand its focus on data
fluency — a pillar of the university’s Vision 2026 strategic plan — facilitating data-intensive research
while further enhancing students’ career prospects in sectors that are driving economic growth. A final
proposal will be submitted to the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV) by March

2024 and if approved, the school would launch in fall 2025.
We asked two current doctoral candidates in applied sciences to describe their research on breathing
physiology and molecular interactions and explain the scientific equipment that facilitates it.

By Carlos A. da Silva Jr.

Hey there, lung enthusiast!

While reading this article, you will probably
take about 36 breaths. As for me, I took so many
while writing this that I lost count. But fear not!
You and I do not need to worry about counting
each breath, or even think about keeping them
going. Your brain has turned on the autopilot and
is taking care of that for you. So, lean back, grab
a coffee and enjoy this riveting respiratory roller
coaster.

Now picture this: 12 breaths per minute are
what an average, healthy, 150-pound human would
take. Curiously, if a mouse could also read this
article, it would be hyperventilating at a whopping
200 breaths per minute.

So, how do we unravel the mysteries of breath-
ing physiology? Here in the Department of Applied
Science at William & Mary, I developed a system
that allows us to record respiratory parameters
in small animals for long periods. It’s based on
a methodology and equipment that was already
being used, but I refined it to be more accurate
and take additional measurements.

This technique is called “whole-body pleth-
ysmography,” and here’s some science. The ani-
mal is placed in a chamber connected to a pres-
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sure transducer, with air flowing through all the
time. During each breath, the animal inhales and
exhales, causing changes in the temperature and
pressure inside the chamber, which I track. At the
same time, I can sample the oxygen content in that
chamber. It’s a mouse-sized VIP lounge.

After crunching some numbers, I obtain differ-
ent parameters such as its respiratory frequency
and its oxygen consumption (used to make infer-
ences about the metabolic rate).

If you wondered why that is important, I've got
the answer for you. The lab where I am working
toward my Ph.D. is dedicated to understanding how
the brain orchestrates our respiratory symphony,
uncovering the molecular basis of this behavior,
and how it can be influenced and changed when
exogenous factors are present.

Imagine this: Everything is working rhythmi-
cally and involuntarily. However, things can go
haywire. Therefore, understanding the neurophys-
iology of breathing in mammals has a translational
value as it adds knowledge that helps neuroscien-
tists elucidating respiratory dysfunctions in pre-
mature and full-term babies, children and adults,
and those who have neurodegenerative disorders.

Unfortunately, I can’t help you with studying
the brain of a mouse that reads, but I certainly
have the tools if you are curious about studying
the intricate paths your brain takes to keep you

MAGAZINE.WM.EDU
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breathing. It’s like a backstage pass to the lung sym-
phony — minus the mice in tuxedos.

Carlos A. da Silva Jr. is a Ph.D.

student in the W&M Department of Applied
Science, working in the neuroscience lab with
Professor Christopher Del Negro.

By Andriana C. “Andrea” Zourou

Nearly 80 years ago, American physicist Isidor
Isaac Rabi discovered that nuclei act as small mag-
nets when placed in a magnetic field and won the
Nobel Prize in physics in 1944. Since then, the field of
nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) has evolved with
giant leaps and has applications in clinical diagnostics,
drug development and materials science.

In my doctoral research, I use NMR to probe the
relationship between small proteins and lipids —
building blocks of living matter — as they interact in
the solid state. The goal is to identify antimicrobial
and anti-inflammatory agents with the potential for
development into therapeutics.

A collaboration between William & Mary and
the National High Magnetic Field Laboratory in
Tallahassee, Florida, which is home to the world’s
largest and most high-powered magnet lab, enables
me to obtain data from a 14.1-tesla (600-megahertz)
instrument on samples I prepare at W&M. For com-
parison, MRImachines typically have a magnetic field
strength of only 0.2-3 tesla, which are units of mag-
netic flux density.

Nestled inside two “jackets” of cryogenic coolants,
a layer of liquid helium and one of liquid nitrogen,
a powerful superconducting magnet gives rise to a
magnetic field that is most homogeneous at the very
center of the instrument. There, the lipid and peptide
samples are inserted with a probe. The superconduct-
ing coils that surround them exert energy of different
radio frequencies (RF). Specific types of nuclei absorb
at different RF energies that are unique to their iden-
tity. The strength of the magnetic field at the center
of the magnet makes the nuclei rotate in a way that
is characteristic of how they interact with their envi-
ronment. Depending on how we apply the RF pulses,
this precession gives rise to electromagnetic signals
that are captured by the detector. From that, we can
determine the molecular interactions at play in the
samples.

With the 600-MHz magnet that is typically used
for my samples, I measure the insertion of pep-
tides with antibiotic properties inside lipid bilayers
that mimic cell membranes. The goal is to elucidate
mechanisms of antimicrobial action and identify
synergistic agents, such as other peptides or spe-
cific lipids, that favor these interactions. Solving
mechanisms of drug actions is part of a wider effort
of rational drug design in the 21st century using a
bottom-up approach that will result in more effec-
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tive drugs with fewer side effects. NMR is one of the
most powerful techniques at the forefront of this
effort and by having access to it, researchers like
me at William & Mary can push the boundaries of
what it is possible to understand at the atomic level.

BY LARGE

Science, working in the biophysical chemistry lab

Andriana C. “Andrea” Zourou is a Ph.D.
student in the W&M Department of Applied

with Professor Myriam Cotten.

TROOPS TO TEACHERS

SERVING THEIR NATION'S
STUDENTS

The Troops to Teachers Virginia Center (TTTVC) at the William & Mary
School of Education has secured $760,000 in federal pandemic relief
funding through the Elementary and Secondary School Relief Fund.
The funding supports TTTVC’s mission of assisting military veterans
and service members in making the transition to careers in education.
Funding opportunities are currently available for a variety of needs, and
funds will be awarded to eligible applicants on a rolling basis through
September 2024. * Karen Hogue, interim director of the Troops to
Teachers Virginia Center, highlighted the natural fit of military person-
nel in the classroom, emphasizing their demonstrated leadership skills
and commitment to public service. * A key objective of the Troops to
Teachers program is improving student achievement by addressing the
nationwide lack of teacher diversity. For example, while 80% of pub-
lic school teachers nationwide are white and the majority are female,
83% of TTT participants are male, and 43% are minorities. * For more
information about TTTVC and how to apply for funding, and to read
impactful stories of veterans-turned-educators, please visit magazine.

wm.edu/tttve. — KIMBERLY RICHARDS-THOMAS
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W&M PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT WEEK

FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 1, 2024

Join the entire W&M community for an inspiring week to
help you grow in your professional life! Virtual panels and
workshops will connect you with experts to explore pressing
topics, while networking events in person and online will
help you build your connections.

Whether you are just starting your career or have decades
of experience, there is something for everyone.

Don't miss this great opportunity to connect with,
support and leverage your lifelong W&M network for
professional success.
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ALUMNI MEDALLION
RECIPIENTS

PROFILES BY JACOB A. MILLER "18



The highest and most prestigious award given by
the Alumni Association, the Alumni Medallion recognizes
outstanding alumni in three distinct categories:

DEDICATION TO EXEMPLARY LEADERSHIP IN
AND SUPPORT ACCOMPLISHMENTS CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
for William & Mary in their professional lives in their communities,

states or nations

The 2024 Alumni Medallions were bestowed at a ceremony during Charter Day
Weekend. A recording of the ceremony and videos featuring the recipients are
available at magazine.wm.edu/medallions-2024.

The award reflects the honor that recipients bring to the university

and its alumni through their actions and contributions.
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Pam is one of VW&M's finest — someone who has had a tremendous career, has given back

fo her community in countless ways and has been a stalwart supporter of W&M in her work,
wealth and wisdom. | can think of no finer example of someone deserving to receive the
Alumni Medallion than Pam.

Janet Rollins Atwater ’84, P ’17, P ’20, former Society of 1918 chair
s i b J
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PAMELA “PAM” JORDAN PENNY 77
HON J.D. 16

Instilled with a commitment to give back to her commu-
nity from an early age, Pam has consistently answered the
call of alma mater to the betterment of the W&M family. Just
two years after graduation, Pam began a more than four-
decade-long record of generosity to William & Mary through
service and philanthropic investment. Pam’s volunteer roles,
including serving previously on the Raymond A. Mason
School of Business Accounting Programs board and now as
a trustee of the William & Mary Foundation, have made an
impact across the university community. On the Foundation
board, she is chair of the Academic Initiatives Subcommittee
of the Development Strategy Committee and shares her
expertise on the Audit and Trusteeship Committees.

Pam helped to establish and is a charter member of
the Society of 1918, a giving society committed to grow-
ing the engagement, leadership and philanthropy of
W&M women. She drafted the organization’s bylaws
and served on the Executive, Membership and Steering
Committees and was chair of the Membership Committee
for five years — a period which saw the society grow to more
than 500 members.

Together with her husband, James D. “Jim” Penny J.D.
’83, Pam has generously supported W&M Law School —
which named her an honorary alumna in 2016 — including
providing funds for the school’s modern atrium space, known
as Penny Commons, and for the Penny Professorship of Law.
They also established the Penny Professorship, Accounting
Scholarship and the Business Analytics Scholarship at the
Mason School and contributed to numerous building cam-
paigns across campus. In recognition of her ongoing support,
Pam is a member of the James Blair Society, the Wren
Society and the Boyle Legacy Society.

Pam had a distinguished 40-year career in finance,
auditing and accounting. She graduated from William
& Mary with a Bachelor of Business Administration in
accounting and started her career in a field that was, at the

WINTER 2024

time, heavily dominated by men. She initially worked at
PricewaterhouseCoopers, where she was the only woman
in their Norfolk office. After two years, she continued her
auditing career at KPMG in Norfolk. It was there she met
her husband, Jim, who entered W&M Law School the fol-
lowing year.

After a move to Houston, Pam rose to the position of
audit partner at KPMG. She then made the career tran-
sition from public accounting to private industry at
Securities and Exchange Commission-listed companies,
first joining American General Corp. and serving as senior
vice president and controller. She later joined HCC
Insurance Holdings, Inc. and served as executive vice
president and chief accounting officer during a series
of complicated acquisitions and a highly successful merger
with Tokio Marine. She retired in 2016. Throughout
her career, she cherished her role as a mentor, forging strong
connections with and providing guidance to other rising stars.

@

A deeply engaged community servant, Pam has been
active in many nonprofit service organizations, providing
philanthropic support as well as volunteer leadership.

While in Houston, she was president and treasurer of
an organization that provided resources and opportunities
for at-risk children. She continues to support that cause in
the greater Williamsburg community as former treasurer
and current board chair of Child Development Resources
(CDR), anonprofit that provides services to young children
and their families and training and technical assistance for
the professionals who serve them. She has helped raise
funds and provided significant financial support for CDR’s
new operating facility.

Inspired by her passion for preserving and sharing
history, which she shares with her husband, Pam is also
a member of the board of the Jamestown Rediscovery
Foundation, which supports Historic Jamestowne, and
has been philanthropically active with the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, the Jamestown-Yorktown
Foundation and George Washington’s Mount Vernon.
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TODD A. STOTTLEMYER ’85, P ’16, P °21

As an involved alumnus for more than three decades,
including as a trustee of the William & Mary Foundation
and former rector of William & Mary’s Board of
Visitors, Todd Stottlemyer uplifts others and advances
excellence at the Alma Mater of the Nation. Since grad-
uation, he has been deeply engaged as a servant leader,
investing in transformational programs across the
university.

In 2011, he was appointed to W&M’s Board of Visitors
and was elected for multiple terms as rector of the board
from 2013-2018. He was known for encouraging all to
“Think big, act big and be bold.” Under his leadership, the
university enacted the W&M Promise, a tuition guaran-
tee; launched the For the Bold campaign, the university’s
largest and most successful comprehensive campaign to
date; and hired William & Mary’s first woman president,
Katherine A. Rowe.

In honor of Todd’s time playing W&M Football, he and
his wife, Elaine T. Stottlemyer P ’16, P ’21, have pro-
vided critical funding for the team. They have supported
the Powell Leadership Scholarship, the Global Research
Institute Fund and the Stottlemyer-Coyne Football
Scholarship, which they established, among other funds.
Their support aided in the completion of both the Reveley
Garden and Hearth: Memorial to the Enslaved. In recog-
nition of his giving, he is a member of the James Blair
Society, Griffin Society, Boyle Legacy Society, Green &
Gold Society and others.

William & Mary is a family tradition for Todd — he
and Elaine have four children, two of whom are also
W&M alumni: Caroline N. Stottlemyer 16 and Matthew
“Matt” B. Stottlemyer ’21.

Todd credits his classes at William & Mary for teaching
him to think critically and write well. He cites his expe-
rience as an offensive lineman for the Tribe as making
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him the leader he is today. He graduated Phi Beta Kappa
with a bachelor’s degree in government and secured a
position at BDM International Inc., now part of Northrop
Grumman Corp., thanks in part to an internship made
possible through W&M connections.

A leader in the rapidly changing technology sector
throughout his career, Todd has served as CEO for sev-
eral technology companies as well as the Inova Health
System’s Center for Personalized Health and the National
Federation of Independent Business. He currently serves
as CEO of Acentra Health, a global health technology
products and solutions company, where he and his team
have led a significant transformation effort.

He previously served on several boards related to
economic development in the Washington, D.C., region
and on the boards for multiple technology and other
companies. Todd has been recognized on the regional
and national level for his professional achievements,
including being named one of the 100 most influential
business leaders in the greater Washington region by the
Washington Business Journal and as one of the 50 most
influential Virginians by Virginia Business magazine.

@

In June 2023, Todd was recognized by national non-
profit No Kid Hungry as a Champion in the fight to end
childhood hunger for his almost 10 years of advocacy
work for the organization. He continues his efforts to end
childhood hunger in the United States and around the
world through engaging others and galvanizing support
for this critical cause.

He also serves on the board of the Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts; is vice chair of GO
Virginia, a state economic development board; is a trustee
of the Wesley Theological Seminary; and serves on the
board of the Northern Virginia Technology Council. He
has held a considerable number of leadership roles at
organizations promoting education, health care, the econ-
omy and more. &
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Todd is a leader of quiet excellence. His humility is a great source of his compassion, which sits at

the core of his leadership. He is the paradigmatic example of the servantleader that William & Mary
exults in its students. | have never known a more othercentered leader — always quick fo accept the
call of duty to make the lives of people and insfitutions like our university better. To put it succinctly,

Todd Stofflemyer is best in class when measured by the criteria for the Alumni Medallion.

Michael K. Powell ’85, D.P.S. ’02, former W&M rector

WINTER 2024 W&M ALUMNI MAGAZINE 27



HOME

& HEARTH MATTER

TED DECKER ’85 LEADS THE HOME DEPOT, THE WORLD’S LARGEST
HOME IMPROVEMENT RETAILER

BY CLAIRE DE LISLE M.B.A. '21

“There’s a buzz in our stores and it’s the energy of our cul-
ture coming to life. And from day one that was intentional.”

Ted Decker ‘85 often mentions the “blessing of The Home Depot.” In his

view, that's the culture and values that have set Home Depot apart from

its competitors for almost 45 vyears.

° It's what has kept him with the

company for more than two decades, reaching his current role as chair,

president and CEO in 2022. I's a role he didn't imagine for himself as a

kid running his own landscaping business outside Erie, Pennsylvania — or

as an English major at William & Mary discovering a passion for interna-

tional finance. Yet ideas that began then continue fo inform his work today.

Decker oversees all aspects of the world’s larg-
est home improvement retailer, which includes
more than 2,300 stores in the U.S., Canada and
Mexico and almost 500,000 associates. It had
$157.4 billion in revenue in 2022, $61 billion more
than its closest competitor, Lowe’s.

On the surface, The Home Depot is a big-box
retailer of everything from garden hoses and
two-by-four lumber to lightbulbs and the famous
12-foot-tall Halloween yard skeletons (they have
more than 35,000 products in stores and over 2
million products online). But when Decker thinks
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about the stores, he thinks about the energy he
sees and feels there.

“It’s real, genuine and authentic. There’s action
everywhere. This is a place where you are going to
do the work,” he says. “There’s a buzz in our stores
and it’s the energy of our culture coming to life.
And from day one that was intentional.”

By day one, he’s referring to Home Depot’s ori-
gin story, when Bernie Marcus and Arthur Blank
sketched out their dream for a hardware store on
a coffeeshop napkin in Los Angeles in 1978. They
wanted big warehouse-style stores with a wide
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selection, competitive prices and high-quality cus-
tomer service under one roof. But baked into the
business model, says Decker, was also a values
wheel of eight key values (including “entrepre-
neurial spirit,” “creating shareholder value” and
“respect for all people”) and an inverted pyramid
of leadership, with customers at the top, associates
supporting the customers, management supporting
the associates and the CEO at the very bottom.

“Everyone’s customer centric until there’s a cost
associated with it outside of what you planned.
That’s where culture and values come in, where
the rubber hits the road,” says Decker. “We are
blessed to have a legacy from our founders who are
larger-than-life personalities who put their stamp
on our culture.”

Marcus was fond of saying, “If you take care of
the associates, they’ll take care of the customers,
and everything else will take care of itself.” Ken
Langone, another founder, reportedly ends every
conversation with, “Take care of the kids in the
store.” (Langone is 88 years old, so to him, every-
one is a kid, Decker explains.)

Though the founders have since retired from the
company, the values and culture they put in place
are the foundation on which Decker builds.

“It’s very humbling to go into a Home Depot store
and talk to an associate who says, ‘“Thank you for
what you are doing; my 401K is in a comfortable
spot.” What’s struck me over the last few months in
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414 Anything you can do to embrace change and
appreciate the new opportunities change
brings, you will grow the most and the
reward is exponential. That mindset started
at William & Mary. & &

this new role is the sheer sense of responsibility and
duty to everyone who works here — which marries
well with Home Depot’s value system,” he says. “It’s
really all about servant leadership.”

‘SPIRIT AND LIVELIHOOD’

Photos of Decker show him in the iconic orange
Home Depot apron, in the store ready to get his
hands dirty. Speaking with him, he’s an easygoing
guy, warm and casual, with a self-effacing sense of
humor, who gives the impression that he’s genuinely
interested in the people around him.

To Decker, servant leadership starts with creat-
ing an open and engaging environment so that every-
one feels they are part of the team and their ideas
are welcome and expected. It also means recognizing
good work when he sees it. As he talks, he consis-
tently praises others, whether he’s discussing lead-
ers he’s worked with, associates on the sales floor
or even people he doesn’t know who have skills he
admires.

He says the first thing he and his leadership team
ask store managers when they visit stores is, “Who
would you like to recognize with a Homer Award?”
— Home Depot’s award for providing excellent cus-
tomer service and showing the company’s values.
Those values are intentionally incorporated into every
training and communication to “maintain their spirit
and livelihood,” Decker says, but he also believes they
are inherent.
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“I'm a firm believer that every person in every sit-
uation inherently knows the right thing — whether
we act on it or not,” he says. He feels the pressure of
that, too: “If you make a decision that’s against your
values, it’s easily seen and you lose a lot of credibility.”

Stephanie Coleman Linnartz M.B.A. 97, CEO and
president of Under Armour, serves on the board of
The Home Depot and its audit and leadership devel-
opment committees. “She’s literally my boss,” says
Decker with a smile. “To have a kindred spirit who
‘gets’ William & Mary on the board is so cool and an
absolute blessing.”

During the pandemic, when Home Depot was
experiencing record sales and Marriott’s hotels were
struggling due to travel restrictions, Decker and
Linnartz — who was at that time president of Marriott
International — worked together to create a jobs por-
tal so that Marriott associates who had been laid off
could find employment in Home Depot stores.

Decker and Linnartz spoke about leadership with
W&M business and law students in September 2023
as McGlothlin Fellows for the McGlothlin Leadership
Forum (see sidebar, page 35).

“Being on the Home Depot board has been a great
honor and tremendous learning opportunity. I have
enjoyed working with and learning from Ted,” says
Linnartz. “I have been especially impressed with Ted’s
commitment to Home Depot’s diversity, equity and
inclusion efforts and the intentional way he executes
against them.”

For Decker, “doing the right thing” also includes
sustainability, such as recent efforts that have reduced
the carbon footprint of stores by 50%. It also includes
giving of your time, and he cites the more than 1.5 mil-
lion hours associates have volunteered through Team
Depot projects in communities nationwide since 2011.
The Home Depot Foundation has invested more than
$500 million in veterans causes and improved more
than 60,000 veterans’ homes. They also partnered
with the Lewis B. Puller, Jr. Veterans Benefits Clinic
at William & Mary Law School.

According to Decker, The Home Depot was the
only nongovernment entity at Ground Zero right
after the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center, pro-
viding generators, bottled water and supplies to first
responders.

“We regularly do this for hurricanes and other
disasters — we send hundreds of trucks and give it
all away,” says Decker. “We probably need to be better
at telling people about the good work we are doing, but
we don’t do it for the publicity. There are companies
out there that show up one time and build Super Bowl
ads off that. That’s not us. We do it because it’s the
right thing to do.”

He calls Home Depot’s previous CEO, Craig
Menear, a “North Star” of doing the right thing during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Decker was in the 4 p.m.
daily calls with Menear and senior leaders, adjusting
strategy every day. In 2020, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention was limiting essential stores
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— including Home Depot — to a certain number of
people per square foot. For many stores, that was
about 500 customers and associates. Menear, how-
ever, felt the right thing to do was limit it even fur-
ther, to just 100 people per store, and the information
technology team created an app to allow associates
to track numbers on all entrances to enforce this.

“We knew we would lose relative share, but it was
the right thing to do. It instilled trust,” says Decker.

The Home Depot grew during the pandemic by
$47 billion, which is 43% — rapid growth despite
limited numbers of customers and associates in
stores, supply chain shortages, and additional
expenses for personal protective equipment and
cleaning. It was fueled by a home improvement
boom as Americans spent more time at home and
used money that typically went toward going out
on improving their living spaces.

High home prices also may have motivated some
homeowners to renovate in order to sell their prop-
erty or to update instead of buying something new.
U.S. spending on home improvement jumped to
$497.1 billion in 2020, an increase of $90.5 billion
in just one year; in the previous 10 years, it had risen
an average of just $15.2 billion per year.

Decker took the reins in 2022 and is now oversee-
ing Home Depot in its first post-pandemic quarters
of decreased sales, with the first quarter of 2023
seeing a 4.5% comparative reduction over the first
quarter of 2022 and the second quarter showing a
2% reduction. He says he is not concerned, though,
and that this is expected “moderation” on the part
of homeowners as they switch their spending back
to services from goods.

“As we learned through COVID, we have to be
agile. Everyone has a plan until they get punched
in the mouth. We are constantly updating forecasts
— yearly, quarterly, monthly, weekly — to respond
in real time,” he says.

He sees the housing shortage as an area of oppor-
tunity for the business — not only because meeting
demand will require significant construction, but
also because rising home values are adding to the
equity wealth for American homeowners, to the tune
of $15 trillion since 2019.

The Home Depot Foundation is planning to invest
$50 million by 2030 in training skilled tradespeople
through its Path to Pro program. Decker calls a lack
of skilled labor a major reason for the housing short-
age. He emphasizes that four-year college degrees
are not the only path to wealth creation and career
advancement, and he hopes state and federal gov-
ernments will “put as much effort into those career
tracks as into four-year degrees.”

The Home Depot’s “Pro” account holders
— mostly professional contractors — make up about
10% of Home Depot’s customer base and 50% of
sales, according to a Jan. 5, 2023, news release, so
increasing the number of skilled tradespeople is also
good for the bottom line.
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Decker also sees Home Depot as relevant to the
next generations of homeowners. Back in 2015,
Home Depot assembled a cohort of interns from
many different majors and disciplines. Their task:
Explore the question, “Is home improvement and
the classic American dream of home ownership still
relevant to millennials?”

What they found was that yes, despite the Great
Recession delaying some members of their genera-
tion from finding the jobs they wanted in the loca-
tions they wanted, they still aspired to own and
improve their homes.

“The good news from that study was that abso-
lutely, home and hearth matter,” says Decker.

The Home Improvement Research Institute
found in 2023 that 49% of millennials complete
five or more home improvement projects a year, the
most of any generation. Millennials and Gen X are
most likely of any generational group to choose DIY
(“do it yourself”) methods, even as they express
less confidence in their skills than older genera-
tions — which might lead them to a place like Home
Depot for advice, a free class or a tool rental.

Whatever the future brings to the market,
Decker feels ready for it. He advises students to
be prepared to take on any new challenge, and he’s
impressed by people who can jump into new and
different projects with ease.

“Anything you can do to embrace change and
appreciate the new opportunities change brings,
you will grow the most and the reward is expo-
nential,” he says. “That mindset started at William
& Mary.”
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‘THE MOST MAGICAL PLACE IN THE WORLD’

The Home Depot’s corporate culture reminds
Decker of his experience at William & Mary, where
the Honor Code was paramount and ideas were dis-
cussed freely between students and professors.

After growing up near Erie, Pennsylvania, Decker
looked for universities in warmer climates where he
could escape the long, snowy winters. He describes
himself as a “big Colonial history buff” and remem-
bers a family field trip to Colonial Williamsburg in
the third grade that first put William & Mary on his
radar. He was reminded again of William & Mary
when the late Chester F. “Chet” Giermak ’50, P ’73,
P’75,P’77,P’86,G 15, alegendary W&M basketball
player turned president of Ereiz Magnetics, came to
speak at his high school for Free Enterprise Week.
Decker applied to William & Mary and readily
accepted the university’s admission offer.

As a student here, he would frequently run up and
down Duke of Gloucester Street and often spent time
in Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area. He loved
sitting at the lunch counter at the old drugstore in
Merchants Square and seeing all the costumed CW
employees come in for lunch.

He worked at George’s, as did many of his Sigma
Chi fraternity brothers. In Blow Gymnasium, he
played squash competitively “for the one year that it
was a thing,” he says, laughing, and he was the campus
champion at the sport.

One night during his sophomore year, Decker was
leaving a live show at the Pub, a student bar down
behind what is now the Campus Center, and it started
to rain heavily. He shared his umbrella with Cathy
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Creekmore, a freshman. Cathy was also interested in
reading, history and travel. Her parents were in the
foreign service and she came to William & Mary from
India. Decker was intrigued and then in love. He and
Cathy backpacked around India for three months as
students. They’ve now been married 34 years.

Aside from meeting his wife, his favorite memories
of campus are from studying in the Sir Christopher
‘Wren Building late at night, when nobody was around
but him and his thoughts.

“Whether you were thinking about the founders of
the nation or economics or just reading, it was a great
place to study. Walking back to my dorm through this
beautiful campus at midnight or 1 a.m., I thought ‘This
is the most magical place in the world,” he says.

Perhaps that’s why he and Cathy Creekmore
Decker ’86 were married in the Wren Chapel after
graduation. They had their reception in the Pollard
Room of the Alumni House, the cozy living room
of the historic section, but it was “sweltering hot in
October with over a hundred people squeezed in,”
he laughs. Being in the room for this interview, on
another sweltering fall day, “really took him back,”
he says.

‘ENGLISH MAJORS DON’T NECESSARILY RUN
HARDWARE STORES’

Decker loved being able to take courses at William
& Mary from all different departments and the free-
dom to explore many subjects before choosing a
major. He feels it’s a shame that students in so many
countries — and increasingly in the U.S. — choose
their specialty as teenagers.

“Being exposed to the hard sciences as well as the
humanities before you select your major ... helps you
become a much clearer thinker, a broader thinker, a
better decision-maker,” he says.

An avid reader and admirer of those who can write
well — “writing is a lost art,” he says — he became
an English major. He loved classes he took with gov-
ernment professor John McGlennon P ’11, P "14 and
English professor Walter Wenska. He briefly thought
about becoming an editor, but, he says, “I realized it
wasn’t my strength.” Thinking he would go into busi-
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ness, he took economics courses. He credits taking
calculus as preparing him “to get through anything.”

“Ted took full advantage of his liberal arts educa-
tion. His business success shows how the exposure to
different modes of thinking and development of strong
written and oral communication skills helped him to
achieve great success,” says McGlennon.

He finds himself frequently drawing on skills he
learned in his comparative literature courses.

“Comparative literature courses give you deep crit-
ical thinking skills to understand and interpret big,
philosophical ideas, whether you agree with them
or not,” he says. “As an English major I was required
to wrestle those thoughts into form — skills I use to
think through proposals and how to summarize key
ideas and provide support for them.”

He looks for those types of skills in those he works
with, also.

“English majors don’t necessarily run hardware
stores,” he says. “But when I think about the deeply
analytical work of studying history, philosophy and
English texts, the thought that goes into formulating
arguments and writing about them, these are import-
ant skills that manifest themselves as people progress
through their careers, whatever they are.”

Even now, he reads more in the realms of his-
tory and literature than business. At the time of this
interview, he was reading “Nimitz at War: Command
Leadership from Pearl Harbor to Tokyo Bay” by Craig
L. Symonds, about Chester W. Nimitz, commander in
chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas
during World War II. Decker says he is inspired by the
way Nimitz handled the many different personalities
around him, and that he finds real-world examples
of leadership much more enlightening than advice in
business books.

‘SPIKE ACCOMPLISHMENTS’

After graduation, Decker pursued a career in
international banking, something for which he
says he had an “absolute passion.” He received his
MBA from Carnegie Mellon University, which gave
him a strong background in finance that he finds
invaluable today.
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He moved to Sydney with PNC Bank and London
with Kimberly-Clark. But by 2000, he had found his
corporate home — The Home Depot, where he used
his international banking chops to become direc-
tor of business valuation. He rose over the next 22
years to lead the multinational company.

It wasn’t his first foray into the world of home
improvement. While a student at William & Mary,
Decker would return to Pennsylvania during the
summer and work sealing driveways. He’d been
mowing lawns for extra money since he was 8 years
old and had run a landscaping business before col-
lege, but the key fall and spring seasons coincided
with his coursework in Williamsburg.

He was in the local hardware store every day
buying big buckets of sealer. Eventually, he real-
ized it would be more efficient — and cheaper — to
contact the manufacturer directly and get a trac-
tor trailer load of sealer delivered to his parents’
garage.

That experience of being out in the hot sun with
a broom, smelling that sealer, stuck with him. He
wants to keep that connection between those mak-
ing the decisions and those using the products out
in the world. He and all the management team of
Home Depot spend time in the stores and ware-
houses, interacting with the associates and custom-
ers, hearing ideas and feedback, seeing how Home
Depot is part of people’s home and work lives.

He talks about associates in the stores with a
reverence fitting their place atop the inverted pyr-
amid, and he carries that philosophy of the value of
frontline work into the advice he gives job seekers.

He encourages college students and recent grad-
uates to focus less on the required “time in posi-
tion” before promotion and more on the founda-
tional skills they can gain in each opportunity.

“You can have all the fancy titles in the world,
but if you don’t have basic competencies, they don’t
mean much,” he says.

In hiring, he looks for what he calls “spike
accomplishments” — what challenges an employee
managed through, what breakthroughs they made
and whether they made a significant impact in their
market — regardless of what their title was. He
says he’s the voice in the room saying, “But what did
this person actually get done in that role?”

He also wants leaders who develop talent in
their teams. To him, the most successful leaders
are those whose team members have gone on to
become officers in the company.

He says he’s learned a lot from working for and
with people who lead by example — he cites his
former boss Carol Tomé, now CEO of UPS, as one
example.

“I spent nearly 25 years at Home Depot, and
the decision I'm most proud of was my decision to
hire Ted Decker in 2000.” Tomé says. “Together,
Ted and I worked on a number of critically import-
ant strategic initiatives, including Home Depot’s
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expansion into Mexico. He’s wicked smart, with an
incredible sense of curiosity, humor and humility.
Ted is a servant leader and truly embodies Home
Depot’s values. He’s an outstanding CEO and I'm
thrilled to call him a fellow CEO and friend.”

When people show promise, Decker likes to give
them a new challenge and help guide them through
it. He sees his role in helping others grow as being
transparent with them and available to answer any
questions and hear any ideas.

That’s the hallmark of his leadership style: making
everyone around him feel welcome and comfortable
to offer their input. He says he has an open-door pol-
icy for people at all levels of the organization and his
main goal is to be curious and ask questions to draw
out others’ ideas.

Decker acknowledges that he, like any leader, can
have blind spots. Referring to author and motivational
speaker Simon Sinek’s trust matrix, he says there
are two types of employees that can be damaging to
morale at an organization: high performers who do not
act in a way that aligns with the company’s values, and
low performers who otherwise are full participants in
the company’s value-based culture. It comes perhaps
as no surprise, given the value Decker places on The
Home Depot’s culture, that Decker finds the former
particularly damaging. In his view, performance can
be improved through training and coaching, but values
are core to a person’s view of the world.

People who are high performers but have a neg-
ative effect on the company culture “can be the
cancer in your organization and hard to deal with,
particularly if you’re in tough times,” he says. “I've
held on to them too long, but when I finally make
the call, people come to me and say, ‘Why did you
wait so long?””

He also says he’s learned from experience that
“big problems don’t age well” — “I know I need to
deal with them as quickly as possible and let the
board know. People give you grace up to a point, but
trying to pretend it isn’t happening or will get better
doesn’t work.”

‘THE CULTURE COMES FROM THE PEOPLE’

Running a multinational, multibillion-dollar
publicly traded corporation — even one Decker
describes as a “blessing” and a “gem” — is hard work.

To unwind, Decker still runs in the morning, like
he did as a student, though he jokes it is more of a
brisk walk now. He has been practicing mindfulness
using apps. He gardens.

But when he really wants to get away from it all,
his passion is experiencing live music. Any genre,
any volume. He tells stories of coming into work in
the morning half-deaf from a rock show the night
before. He hasn’t been to Burning Man yet, but he
isn’t ruling it out.

Ultimately, though, he gets his energy from
being able to contribute to that “buzz” in the stores,
day after day.
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“This is a long haul and hard work. You should find an industry in
which you truly have a passion, and the right institution with people
you truly enjoy, doing something you are reasonably good at,” he says.
“I'see 50 to 100 people every day, and I can honestly say I enjoy meeting
with them.”

Spending more than two decades with one employer makes Decker
an outlier in the labor market. According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, the median number of years that U.S. wage and salary work-
ers had been with their current employer was just 4.1 years in January
2022. CEOs are also leaving their positions in record numbers; more
than 1,400 resigned between January and September 2023, 50% more
than the same period of 2022. It’s also the highest on record over that
period since the firm began tracking in 2002, causing some media out-
lets to dub this the “Great CEO Exodus.”

Decker, however, continues to carry The Home Depot’s torch for-
ward as a true believer in its values and culture.

“At the end of the day, what makes a company unique and special is
the culture,” he says. “The culture comes from the people.” &

LEADERSHIP, THROUGH THE EYES
OF TWO ALUMNI CEOS

Eoch year, the McGlothlin Leadership Forum brings distin-
guished leaders in business and law to William & Mary for
discussion with graduate students from W&M Law School and the
Raymond A. Mason School of Business about today’s important
national and global business trends.

This year’s fellows were Ted Decker '85, chair, president and
CEO of The Home Depot, and Stephanie Linnartz M.B.A. ‘97,
president and CEO of Under Armour. On Sept. 11-12, they
answered students’ questions about leadership, principled
achievement, company culture, career transitions and managing
through the COVID-19 pandemic.

Decker and Linnartz spoke candidly with students about the
challenges they face as leaders and the visions they have for their
respective companies. They provided insights into what they are
looking for in job candidates, and Linnartz described how she
uses her experience from 25 years with Marriott International in
her new role as CEO of Under Armour, which began in January
2023. Read more about her in the fall 2022 issue.

“Believe in yourself, push yourself. Take that next step, that
risk. Think boldly. Bet on yourself,” Linnartz advised students.
“You are your most important agent of change.”

The annual McGlothlin Leadership Forum is made possible
thanks to the leading generosity of the forum’s co-founders, James
“Jim” W. McGlothlin “62, J.D. 64, LL.D. '00, P ‘89 and Frances
“Fran” Gibson McGlothlin ‘66, L.H.D. "18.
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WILLIAM & MARY ALUMNAE TAP
VARSITY SPORTS EXPERIENCE TO
BUILD WINNING CAREERS

FOR WOMEN WHO ASPIRE TO HIGH-LEVEL
LEADERSHIP ROLES, PARTICIPATION IN
SPORTS PROVIDES A SOLID FOUNDATION.
ACCORDING TO AN EY REPORT, 94% OF
WOMEN HOLDING WHAT ARE KNOWN
AS C-SUITE POSITIONS — CHIEF EXECU-
TIVE OFFICER, CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER,
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER — ARE FORMER
ATHLETES, WITH 52% HAVING PLAYED
AT A UNIVERSITY LEVEL. TIME SPENT ON
PLAYING FIELDS AND COURTS FOSTERS A
STRONG WORK ETHIC, DETERMINATION,
A COMMITMENT TO TEAMWORK AND A
COMPETITIVE SPIRIT, THE REPORT STATES.

POWER!PLAYS

STORY BY TINA ESHLEMAN
PHOTO ILLUSTRATIONS BY SEAN MCCABE
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If'the team doesn’t work
together and is always in
little battles with itself,
you’re going to lose. Your
team needs to be united.
They need to have a set
of values. They need to

believe in thewr leader.

Athletics can help level the playing field for women
in business environments. A United Nations report on
women and gender equity notes that “women in sport
leadership can shape attitudes toward women’s capa-
bilities as leaders and decision-makers, especially in
traditional male domains.”

To learn more about the connection between
excelling at sports and leadership in the workplace,
we asked several William & Mary alumnae athletes
turned business and nonprofit executives to share
their stories. Read more about alumnae making power
moves in the business, nonprofit and public sectors at
magazine.wm.edu/womenathletes.

MASHEA MASON ASHTON “96, M.A.ED. ‘97

At the Digital Pioneers Academy in Southeast
Washington, D.C., school founder and CEO Mashea
Ashton is wearing her usual Wednesday attire: a
green-and-gold William & Mary sweatshirt. After all,
Wednesday is College Day, and why wouldn’t the for-
mer Tribe soccer team captain represent her beloved
alma mater?

Preparing students from low-income, work-
ing-class families to attend college and pursue careers
in computer science is the mission behind the public
charter school. Since opening in 2018 with 120 sixth
graders, the academy has grown to encompass two
campuses with 600 students in grades 6-11. Next year,
its first seniors will graduate.
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“I believe that every student rises to the level of
your expectations,” Ashton says. “But data shows
that for kids of color, particularly kids who live in the
most under-resourced parts of the country, their edu-
cational outcomes are far below their potential. The
big question I keep chasing is how to get more kids
of color to achieve their highest potential by going to
college and having successful careers.”

The question first came into focus when Ashton
was teaching in Williamsburg while working toward
her master’s degree in special education, after earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree in sociology and elementary
education. One of her students was a fifth-grade
boy whose behavior was getting him into trouble. A
teacher on staff at the school told Ashton not to worry
about him: “He’s just going to wind up in jail like his
father.”

“I remember thinking, ‘Oh, gosh, this can’t be true.
There must be something else out there for him,”
Ashton says.

The story of how she came to attend William &
Mary — and discover her life’s mission — begins
with athletics. As soon as Mashea and her twin sis-
ter, Michele Mason ’96, entered kindergarten, their
mother, Brenda Mason, started making plans for the
girls to go to college. Neither she nor her husband,
who served in the military, had a college degree, but
it was her dream to see her daughters pursue higher
education.

While volunteering with the Willingboro, New
Jersey, school system, Mrs. Mason told one of the
teachers that her daughters needed to receive schol-
arships and she thought excelling at basketball might
be the best way for them to accomplish that goal.

“This teacher told my mom, ‘Don’t put them in bas-
ketball, put them in soccer,” Ashton says. “I think the
idea was that there aren’t many Black girls who play
soccer. If they’re really good, they will stand out and
they’ll have more opportunities to get scholarships.”

So the twins started playing club soccer at age 5,
and they loved it. About a decade later, their team, the
Willingboro Strikers, became national champions for
the under 16 age group. William & Mary was not on
their radar while growing up in southern New Jersey,
but they met John Daly, then the W&M women’s head
soccer coach, at a Women and Girls in Soccer tourna-
ment, and he told their mother the girls should think
about going to William & Mary. His suggestion was
reinforced when they heard about W&M’s reputation
for both high-level academics and athletics from one
of their club soccer coaches whose child had attended
the university.

“We said, ‘It’s our dream school. That’s where we
want to go,” Ashton says. “It’s the only school we
applied to.”

She credits her experience as an athlete with
honing her leadership skills and teaching her how to
overcome disappointments and setbacks. She recalls
that after starting most games as a freshman, she lost
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her spot in the lineup when a new player came in the
next year.

“Why is a freshman taking a starting position?”
Ashton asked Daly. He told her that he made the deci-
sion based on his assessment of how the players’ skills
would contribute to the team’s success, and encour-
aged her to keep improving as an athlete.

“Competition pushed me to work harder,” she says.
“By my junior year, I was starting. Senior year, I was
picked to be captain. A big part of that was input from
the coach. He reinforced that if you work hard, good
things will happen.”

As she began her career in education, she carried
with her the competitive spirit from the soccer team,
along with lessons of resilience.

“I understood working hard and getting results
from an athletics perspective, but the same perspec-
tive can apply to anything,” she says. “If you set your
mind to a big goal, you work hard, you put in the effort
and you believe all failure or difficulty is just feedback,
you can achieve anything.”

After starting out as a classroom teacher, Ashton
soon moved into leadership roles. At age 26, she
became a founding member of the Black Alliance for
Education Options, a nonprofit that advocated for
increased choices for low-income and working-class
families. She served on the board with Cory Booker,
a U.S. senator who was then the mayor of Newark,
New Jersey. Booker later recruited her as CEO for
a $50-million fund that was set aside for charter
schools in Newark. Ashton also has served as exec-
utive director for charter schools in the New York
City Department of Education and as national director
of recruitment for the Knowledge Is Power Program.

“I didn’t pick charter schools,” she says. “I picked
leadership roles based on how to have an impact to
serve kids.”

The idea of charter schools resonated with her in
part because of personal experience. Her parents had
moved Mashea and Michele out of their zoned public
school when they were going to be held back to repeat
kindergarten. They transferred to a private Catholic
school, where they received additional academic sup-
port and were able to catch up with their peers.

“I believe families deserve as many high-quality
choices as possible,” she says.

Working with charter schools enabled Mashea
to apply an entrepreneurial approach to education,
eventually leading to the founding of Digital Pioneers
Academy (DPA). About 10 years ago, she and her hus-
band, Kendrick Ashton 98, moved from New York
City to the Washington, D.C., area, where his family
has lived for generations, as he was making plans to
launch The St. James sports complex with friend and
business partner Craig Dixon *97, J.D.’00.

Mashea has reconnected with her alma mater as
a current W&M Foundation trustee, and former For
the Bold D.C. Regional Campaign board member and
W&M Alumni Association board member.
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Originally, she wanted to open a middle school
that would help put students on a path toward college
and careers. Then she read reports saying demand for
people trained in computer science was expected to
far outpace the supply, and that gave her the inspira-
tion for the academy.

“I said, ‘Let’s figure out how to close this gap,”
Ashton says. “We want our scholars to be part of
creating in the digital economy.”

Taking the school from concept to opening was a
major task, and challenges continue. After four of the
academy’s students died from gun violence in inci-
dents outside of school during the last academic year,
Ashton began to rethink how DPA operates.

“What I'm realizing is that we can’t achieve our
mission for all of these kids to go off to four-year
colleges and universities and thrive in 21st-century
careers unless we are also thoughtful about addressing
youth violence and gun violence in D.C.,” she says.

Part of the school’s response was to launch a foot-
ball team, which finished its first season this past fall.
Additional sports are also being added: girls and boys
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volleyball, basketball and soccer. These activities give
students something to do in the after-school hours
and provide a way to engage families and build a sense
of community.

Meanwhile, Ashton keeps her team focused on
Digital Pioneers Academy’s mission, often drawing
on her athletics experience.

“We have a 15-minute huddle at the start of every
day with the whole staff. It’s the moment our team
loves the most,” she says. “We talk about the play for
the day and then we go try to win. Our mindset is we
have to go 1-0 every single day. We’re not trying to
win the championship in one day. We’re taking it one
day at a time.”

MOLLY ASHBY “81

Before launching into a conversation about the role
athletics played in her life and career, Molly Ashby
wants to make it clear that she doesn’t see participa-
tion in sports as the only path to professional success.

“Aspects of athletics and athletic competition can be
accomplished in other pursuits,” says the founder, CEO
and chair of private equity firm Solera Capital. Still,
“there are several very clear and contributive aspects
of competitive athletics that lend themselves to success
later in life.”

Ashby grew up playing a variety of sports in
Southern California and became an accomplished
tennis player, eventually landing a spot on the team at
University of California, Santa Barbara. She wanted
the experience of playing for a highly competitive West
Coast tennis program, but her plan was always to grad-
uate with a degree from William & Mary, her father’s
alma mater, so she transferred after her first year at
UCSB.

Lt. Cmdr. Donald Roberts Ashby Sr. ’51, P ’81 had
been an instructor in the U.S. Navy’s fighter pilot school
in Pensacola, Florida, where Molly was born, before
the Ashbys moved to San Diego. From there, he served
with a fighter squadron aboard the aircraft carrier
USS Kitty Hawk. Tragedy struck in early 1967 when
the fighter plane Donald Ashby was flying crashed in
the Gulf of Tonkin during the Vietnam War, killing him
and a fellow crew member. Molly was just 7 years old
at the time.

“It meant so much to me to be able to go to William
& Mary, where he had been,” she says.

There, her priority shifted from tennis to academics.

“I played a bit on the William & Mary team under
Millie West HON ’91, L.H.D. ’17 — who was an
extremely impressive and formidable woman — but
not for that long, because it was the right thing for me
to focus more on the rich intellectual and inspiring aca-
demic environment of William & Mary, which was not
something I had particularly known before,” she says.

As a star tennis player in high school and then a
member of the Division I UCSB team, Ashby says her
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grades had been secondary to her athletic success. At
William & Mary, she became part of the Phi Beta Kappa
honor society. Through interdisciplinary studies, she
combined history, government and political science to
form an unofficial international relations major.

After graduating, she earned a master’s degree in
African studies at Georgetown University’s Walsh
School of Foreign Service. As part of that program, she
completed an internship in Mali, West Africa, where
she studied food policy. While there, she met foreign
service officers who advised her to start her career in
the private sector before going into public service.

Taking their advice, she interviewed with JPMorgan
Chase & Co. and began working at the global financial
services firm, with the intention of leaving after a time
for foreign service.

“And then I just kept getting so many good oppor-
tunities and I was so engaged and so challenged and
learning, and I thought I can probably make a bigger
difference from here,” she says.

At JPMorgan, she moved up from investor to
investment strategist and then chief operating officer
at JPMorgan Private Equity. One of her notable deals
involved orchestrating a $5.1 billion leveraged buyout
of Hospital Corp. of America (HCA), as reported by
The Wall Street Journal. With transactions of such
size, scope and complexity, the people involved need
to be moving in the same direction, just as they would
on a sports team, she says.

“If the team doesn’t work together and is always in
little battles with itself, you're going to lose,” Ashby
says. “Your team needs to be united. They need to have
a set of values. They need to believe in their leader.”

Recalling her time at JPMorgan, she adds, “I
worked for an outstanding person. He and his supe-
rior were not just strong leaders, but men who cared
as much about my development and success as that
of our business. I have tried to model myself on what
I experienced.”

In addition to teamwork, athletics cultivates mental
and physical toughness, she says.

“What I have found is that athletics teaches you
how to win and it teaches you how to lose, and it
teaches you to get up the next day and go right back
at it,” Ashby says.

‘Women tend to take setbacks particularly hard, she
says, adding, “I was exactly that way. I had to learn over
time to just look straight ahead and say, ‘Understand
what went wrong. Think about it. But don’t let it get to
you.” And the same is very true in sports.”

When Ashby’s older daughter, Frances, was
born, she was chief investment strategist for the
JPMorgan Private Equity Group. As a new mother,
Ashby began to reconsider the amount of time she
was devoting to work.

“We had a large amount of capital invested around
the world,” she says. “At 10 p.m., Asia would kick in
and then Europe at 5 a.m., then the U.S. and Latin
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America. It was a very demanding job and we had a
fantastic portfolio, but I lived and sweated that every
hour of every day.”

With Solera, founded in 1999, she was able to
shape her own company from scratch.

“I always had this vision of a firm that should exist
in our industry and it’s one that would have a signif-
icant commitment to diversity and bring people into
private equity who weren’t necessarily always invited
in,” she says.

Even though she attracted a groundswell of support
based on her vision and her experience at JPMorgan,
persuading investors to commit to a brand-new fund
was an uphill climb.

“There was some hard slogging. There were obvi-
ously positives. There were disappointments, and
then we got it done. We raised the fund and we were
off to the races,” Ashby says.

One of the firm’s early investments is also one of its
best-known successes: organic snack foods enterprise
Annie’s Inc. At the time, Annie’s mac-and-cheese was
sold mostly in natural food markets.

“We look at a sector that we think is going to
be high-growth and super attractive for at least 10
years,” Ashby says. “One of our rule sets for what we
pickis that we have to believe the growth in the sector
we pick is nonreversible and it shouldn’t be a fad.”

In the case of Annie’s, her assessment of its
potential proved to be on target. After Solera gained
a controlling interest in the company, Annie’s prod-
ucts expanded to mainstream grocery-store shelves
across the country. Solera’s $81 million investment in
Annie’s grew to hundreds of millions, The Wall Street
Journal reported. The company’s stock rose from $19
per share at its initial public offering to $46 per share
when General Mills bought it for $820 million in 2014.

What does the future hold for Ashby? She still
thinks about returning to Mali one day. Maybe she’ll
take up a career in foreign service after all.

“I developed a tremendous affinity for the people
of West Africa,” Ashby says. “I would love to go back
at some point, and more importantly, I'd love to figure
out a way to make a difference there.”

KATY NEUMER ‘07

As al4-year-old starting high school, Katy Neumer
observed her mother working three jobs to take care
of her and her twin sister after her parents divorced.
Already an accomplished basketball player, Neumer
set an ambitious goal: “I told myself that I was either
going to get an academic scholarship or an athletic
scholarship, and I spent my high school years very
focused on those two objectives.”

Her efforts paid off when she secured a full schol-
arship to play basketball at William & Mary.

“It is probably one of the proudest things in my
life that I’ve ever done, just because I knew it helped
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my mom out so much, and it helped our family out,”
Neumer says.

She became class valedictorian at her high school
in Winter Park, Florida, where she also set a record
as leading basketball scorer for both men and women
— arecord that still holds for women, although cur-
rent NBA player Austin Rivers surpassed it more
than a decade ago to set a new record for men.

The practice of setting a goal and working toward
her objectives developed into a pattern as Neumer
attended William & Mary, where she became cap-
tain of the basketball team, and then as she began
her career in the finance industry. In her current
role as founding member and managing director at J.
‘Wood Capital Advisors in San Francisco, she advises
public companies on how to raise capital in a more
efficient way.

“Of the women I interact with who are CEOs or
CFOs, probably eight times out of 10, there is some
sort of athletics experience in their background,” she
says. “I think that that makes sense because they
have to engage with their team and engage with
investors. They have to understand skill sets to put
people in places where they’re going to succeed.”

One of the C-suite women Neumer advised was
Kelly MacDonald, now chief financial officer at
Dynavax Technologies, who had played softball as
a college student. The two developed a personal rela-
tionship and they married in 2022.

Sports training correlates with achieving busi-
ness objectives, Neumer says, noting that if athletes
fall short of a goal, they don’t throw their hands up
and walk away. “They go back to the drawing board
and figure out the next step.”

Playing on a Divison I NCAA basketball team was
humbling at first for Neumer, who was used to being
the star player at her high school.

“At William & Mary, every single one of my team-
mates had my exact same resume, if not better,” she
says. “I had to figure out where I fit.”

Realizing she was no longer the player scoring
the most points, Neumer discovered other ways in
which she could help the team succeed.

“I don’t know if you appreciate the true value of
teamwork when you'’re the head of the snake,” she
says. “I think you learn it the best when you’re at the
end of the bench.” As an example, “during practice,
I would guard our best player and make it absolute
torture for them, so that they were prepared to go
score 20 points against the next team.”

She persevered through a dismal season during
her sophomore year, when injuries kept key players
off the court. The next year, after the injured play-
ers returned, the team tied for biggest turnaround
in the NCAA, and by her senior year, Neumer was
part of the starting lineup. She was also selected as
a co-captain, something she attributes to putting the
good of the team first.
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“Being a captain is about leading the culture of
the team, whether that’s in sports or outside of
sports,” she says. “How are you setting the right
example? It’s having a never-give-up mentality.”

After graduating with a business degree from
William & Mary, Neumer considered applying to
law school, but decided to explore the world of
finance on Wall Street when she was offered a job
as an analyst with Bear Stearns Cos., now part of
JPMorgan Chase & Co. While working in private
banking at JPMorgan, she started to explore invest-
ment banking by seeking out contacts in that area
of the company.

“Through networking, I learned about what the
roles were in the investment bank, and when there
was a position open I was one of the first people
that they called,” she says.

Having secured an investment banking position
and moved to San Francisco, Neumer faced a steep
learning curve.

“That circles back to my early experience of being
an athlete at William & Mary, where all of a sud-
den I'm a fish out of water and I'm not as good as I
thought I was,” she says.

WINTER 2024

Like she had done as a basketball player, Neumer
looked for ways to add value to her team. She cred-
its Jason Wood, then head of equity-linked capital
markets at JPMorgan, as one of the teammates who
helped her learn the ropes.

“They saw something in me that I didn’t see at
the time when I had a lot of self-doubt,” she says.
“Thankfully, I turned that corner.”

‘When Wood decided to leave the firm and start
his own company in 2013, he asked Neumer to join
him, citing her skill at relating to clients. The two
of them ran the business out of Wood’s attic for
the first couple of years and have since expanded
the team to 15 people. Since its founding, J. Wood
Capital has advised on a total of $140 billion in
capital markets activity representing over 160 cli-
ents across the United States, Neumer says. Those
include companies such as Cracker Barrel, Domino’s
Pizza, Groupon, Intel, Live Nation, Peloton, Planet
Fitness, Slack, Snapchat and WWE.

Neumer maintains connections to William & Mary
in part by serving as a board member for the Boehly
Center for Excellence in Finance at the Raymond A.
Mason School of Business, where she participated

W&M ALUMNI MAGAZINE 43



as a keynote speaker in the 2023 Women’s Stock
Pitch and Leadership Summit.

In her message to students, Neumer advised
them to be open to new opportunities and not to
feel pressure to have their career fully mapped out
at graduation.

“What I do now is such a highly nuanced thing,
where I advise public companies on how to structure
and execute on convertible debt securities,” she says.
“If you would have asked me if I wanted to do that
as a 22-year-old kid, I would have had no clue what
you were talking about. What I told them is it’s OK
to make decisions along the way.”

* JENNIFER “JEN” TEPPER MACKESY “91

As a Tribe soccer player, Jen Mackesy was known
for leading her team in assists — a skill she believes
is undervalued by many players and their parents.

“I would say my strongest attribute when playing
was my ability to read the field,” she says. “I loved the
idea of creating opportunities for my teammates who
were probably better at finishing the play.”

44 W&M ALUMNI MAGAZINE

During her first year, the team finished in the top
five in the country. Teammates included Jill Ellis *88,
L.H.D. ’16, P °27, a U.S. national women’s team soc-
cer legend who is president of the San Diego Wave
FC, and Kathy Carter ’91, a senior advisor and for-
mer CEO of LA28, the summer 2028 Olympic and
Paralympic games, along with current W&M wom-
en’s soccer head coach Julie Cunningham Shackford
’88, P23, Megan McCarthy ’88 and Nancy Reinisch
O’Toole ’88, P ’23. Associate Tribe head coach
Marsha Fishburne Lycan *87 also played soccer.

Learning to assess a situation, identify others’
skills and rely on teammates served her well on
the soccer field, where she made four appearances
in the NCAA Championships while at William &
Mary. Those skills, combined with her academic
background as a marketing major, helped her rise
through the ranks in the retail and fashion industry
to become a vice president at Lord & Taylor, over-
seeing the buying office.

“The buying-office job involved multitasking and
it was analytical, creative and managerial,” she says.
“High-level athletics prepared me to be able to do all
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those things and do them well. It gave me the confi-
dence to be in a room with the CEO and senior-level
executives and sell them on an idea.”

Today, Mackesy is combining her athletics expe-
rience, marketing expertise and managerial acumen
as part owner of NJ/NY Gotham FC, a professional
women’s soccer team based in New Jersey. In addi-
tion to NJ/NY Gotham, Jen and her husband, D.
Scott Mackesy ’91, are part of the ownership group
of Chelsea FC in London with Todd Boehly ’96.

Mackesy’s path to soccer team ownership began
a couple of years ago when Boehly invited her to
join him in negotiations to purchase a controlling
interest in the NWSL’s Washington Spirit team. In
the early 2000s, she had stepped away from her
retail career to focus on nonprofit board service
while raising her two young sons, both of whom
also became college athletes. As a board member
for U.S. Squash, she helped guide the organiza-
tion as it built its first national training center in
Philadelphia and successfully pushed to include the
sport in the LA28 Olympics.

Boehly’s offer came at a time when she was con-
sidering her next career step.

“At first I wasn’t sure about it, but I started
reconnecting with some of my former teammates
as part of my due diligence for whether this was
something I was prepared to take on,” she says.
“What it made me realize is this is exactly what I
want to be doing for the next 20 years.”

Mackesy was disappointed when the Washington
Spirit purchase fell through, but she began looking
for other sports ownership opportunities, leading
her to NJ/NY Gotham.

“By luck, a neighbor of mine, also a former
Division I college soccer player, happened to know
one of the operating owners at NJ/NY Gotham, and
they put us in touch and I was fortunate to become
one of the minority co-owners,” she says. “I realized
this would be a way for me to give back and help
promote something that is so important to me, and
that allowed me to have the opportunities that I did.
I was also confident it would be a good business
opportunity.”

Since Mackesy became involved with Gotham
in mid-2022, she has played a role in hiring a new
coaching staff and building a new practice facility
and office space for the team.

“Even though the NWSL has been in existence
for 12 years now, these clubs still feel very much
like startup businesses,” she says, noting that the
cost to acquire a team has risen from $2 million
to over $50 million during the past several years.

“There’s been exponential growth in value, but
also exponential growth in terms of the workload
and the resources needed to run these clubs at the
level they need to be run,” she says. “I was able to
getin at a very exciting time, but a very busy time.”
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Of'the women I interact with
who are CEOs or CFOs,
probably eight times out of'10,
there is some sort of athletics

experience in their background.

Afterfinishinglastinthe National Women’s Soccer
League (NWSL) in 2022, the Gotham team claimed
its first championship this past fall. Watching the
game with Mackesy in San Diego on Nov. 11, 2023,
were former teammates Ellis and Carter.

Mackesy has remained involved with William
& Mary Athletics through her work on the W&M
Foundation Board of Trustees. She was chair of
the board’s athletics subcommittee during most of
the recently concluded, successful A/ /n campaign
for W&M Athletics, and she served as an honor-
ary campaign co-chair, along with Scott Mackesy,
Todd Boehly and Katie Garrett Boehly *95. One of
campaign’s objectives was to provide equitable par-
ticipation opportunities, scholarship support and
better access to top-notch facilities for women
athletes.

Today, Mackesy continues her nonprofit lead-
ership, which includes a longtime association with
Graham Windham, a New York City-based organi-
zation that supports the needs of children and fam-
ilies, and more recently William & Mary’s Global
Research Institute Advisory Board.

In her role at GRI, she sees an opportunity for
athletics to help improve the lives of people in
developing countries. When she traveled to the
FIFA Women’s World Cup in Australia last year,
she observed striking inequities between teams
from around the world in terms of training, com-
pensation and travel.

“I would love to be able to play a larger role in
trying to help balance those inequities, whether
they are gender-related or socioeconomic,” she
says. “I’ve always said that I see athletics as a way
to level the playing field. I think that athletics and
sport are a way to address the social issues that are
really important to me and are things that I have
been involved in as part of my nonprofit work, and
I’'m excited to find ways to do that.” &
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“WHY NOT START SOMETHING FROM SCRATCH THAT YOU’RE PASSIONATE ABOUT?”

TRIBE PRIDE: From Yates First South res-
idence hall to his storefront in the James-York

Plaza in Williamsburg, Kroll’s journey continues
with the W&M Collection of coffees, a collabora-
tion between Column 15 and W&M.

WINTER 2024
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The Art
and Science

ol Colflee

JAMES KROLL ’12 FINDS AN
APPRECIATIVE CUSTOMER BASE FOR
COLUMN 15 ON CAMPUS AND BEYOND

SMALL BUSINESS James Kroll 12 believes “perfection is
basically impossible” — but he also believes he once brewed
the perfect cup of coffee that converted at least three peo-
ple from non-coffee drinkers into black coffee drinkers. He
brewed it “just by happenstance” with a French press while
living in Yates First South as a freshman international rela-
tions major.

Kroll is now the owner of Column 15, a coffee shop in
James-York Plaza on Merrimac Trail in Williamsburg with
the slogan “The science of good coffee.” As you walk into
the industrial space decorated eclectically with rugs, string
lights and thrifted furniture pieces, the sounds of coffee
beans being freshly ground and vibrant indie music flowing
from the speakers meet your ears. Waves of students wash
in and out of the lively café, drinking their coffee, hanging
out with their friends and catching up on their classwork.

The science comes in as “a process of refinement and
improvement and quality control,” Kroll explains. Making
consistently great cups of coffee takes effort because “no
coffee from any two regions is going to be exactly alike.”

There are many variables that could make a coffee taste
different every time — from the growing temperature and
the amount of rainfall the plants absorbed to the exact ratio
of ground coffee to water when brewed. This is why Kroll
and his team refine their roasts and techniques every sea-
son to make sure the customer experience is consistent
year-round.

While Kroll “was always fascinated with coffee,” he grew
up thinking he hated the beverage. He now chalks that up
to not having quality coffee until he was 16 years old when
he “tried fresh ground, fresh roasted, French-press coffee.”
Now he hopes his coffee will inspire others to love it like
he does.

Kroll founded the company in 2018 with another alum-
nus, Victoria Goldsby ’17, who has since left the company.

“Starting Column 15 was both rewarding and challeng-
ing,” Kroll says. “I’ve always wanted to build something from
the ground up; it was really just a question of what it would
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QUALITY CONTROL: 7o
ensure consistency in its coffee,
Column 15 refines its roasts
and techniques each season,

as growing conditions change.
At right, Kroll holds one of

the company’s signature cold
brews.

be.” After graduation, he worked at a Williamsburg
gym and a car dealership. Reflecting on the amount
of time he put into his jobs, Kroll asked himself,
“Why not start something from scratch that you're
passionate about?”

Kroll’s original idea for Column 15 was for the
company to be a roaster and wholesale distributor
of coffee with a “third-wave” coffee shop as a loca-
tion to taste the products. Being a third-wave cof-
fee shop is important to the team because it means
that all of their beans are specialty grade (the high-
est level), single origin, fair trade and organically
sourced, and they pass along that education to their
customers. The team chose Williamsburg as their
location because they knew the area well and it fit
their needs — a college and tourist town with a
one-hour drive in each direction to a large city for
wholesale distribution.

When the COVID-19 pandemic began, many of
the wholesale clients backed out, but customers
kept the business going. Column 15’s popularity
increased with the opening of a temporary cof-
fee bar in early 2020, then its current café in May
2021, augmented by regular appearances at farmers
markets.

“When we started, I was working 80 hours a
week, which was essential,” he says. As a business
owner, he prides himself on his process around
tackling new challenges. If a question comes up
and he doesn’t know the answer, his process begins:
research, learn, streamline and train.
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What sets Column 15 apart from other coffee
shops in the area is the cold brew.

“Every coffee shop is going to have its focus,”
Kroll says. “For us, what we focus on is the cold
brew. We have the luxury of being able to design
coffee from the ground up for the cold brew process
itself. Think of a mixing switchboard in a recording
studio. If you’re a brewer, you have one section of
the board. If you’re a roaster, you have this other
section of the board, and we have the whole thing.
So, it was months of product development before
we were happy with our first cold brew that we
did, which was our Obsidian — still most popular
by far.”

In addition to the cold brew, Column 15 offers
coffee flights. Customers can choose to have the
flight base be a latte or the nitro cream cold brew.
These five-glass flights also have seasonal versions.
For example, customers can try coffee that tastes
like different cookies.

During summer 2023, Aramark became the aux-
iliary services provider on William & Mary’s cam-
pus. Prior to arriving, company officials scoped out
the area to find local vendors and shops that they
could highlight on campus. Aramark installed a
scaled-down version of Column 15 in Swem Library,
where students can grab a cup of coffee on their
way to class.

Column 15 also takes part in the senior class
gift mug deals, in which seniors receive a mug in
exchange for a donation to William & Mary and
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can use the mug to take advantage of deals with
business partners in the area.

As an alumnus, Kroll was excited to collaborate
with William & Mary to create the W&M Collection
of coffees, which was released in January. During
2023, the Column 15 team developed two new
roasts and held a taste test in the Swem location,
where current students would decide which one
would be produced. After weeks of testing, the
voting was tied. It was important to Kroll and the
Column 15 team that the students choose, and they
decided both would be produced. “Wren Twilight”
is a Sumatra dark roast with notes of molasses and
almond over a dark chocolate base, while “Griffin
Green” is a mellow, medium-light roast with subtle
notes of jasmine over a light, chocolate undertone
made from Honduras beans. The W&M Collection
will be available at Column 15’s cafés and online
at columnl5.com, with plans to expand into other
area stores.

In spring 2024, construction will begin to expand
the shop to create a space where roasting, experi-
mentation and development can take place to pro-
duce one to two new coffees per year. This growth
also will lead to the ability to produce more coffee
and expand distribution, letting more people dis-
cover and enjoy the scientific and creative Column
15 coffee. — ANNA KORMIS

WINTER 2024

A THING OF BEAUTY:
Through Column 15’s single-
origin, fair trade and
organically sourced coffee,
Kroll hopes to inspire others to
love a good cup as much as he
does.
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ROWING FOR GOLD:
Sophia Luwis °20 won a gold
medal in lightweight women’s
single sculls at the World Rowing
Cup II event on July 8, 2023, in
Lucerne, Switzerland.

Making Waves

GRIT, TENACITY AND PASSION HAVE CARRIED SOPHIA Luwis ’20 FROM
W&M’s CLuB ROWING TO THE WORLD RoOwING CHAMPIONSHIPS

ALUMNI PROFILE When a young Sophia Luwis
’20 finished a weeklong rowing summer camp in
Washington, D.C., she told her parents, “I'm never
rowing ever again,” saying she found it monotonous.
It turns out that Luwis would row again, and very
successfully at that, even overcoming serious injuries
sustained in a car crash in 2022 to win the bronze
medal in the lightweight women’s single sculls at the
2023 World Rowing Championships. Her success
has opened the door for her to potentially compete
in the 2024 Paris Olympics, which would make her
the first William & Mary sport club athlete to com-
pete at the Olympic level.

Many years after her summer camp stint, Luwis
was reintroduced to rowing through the Club Rowing
program when she arrived at William & Mary. “At
the club fair during orientation, I passed by the Club
Rowing table and they were saying no experience
necessary. I thought, well, I have one week of expe-
rience.” She signed up and forgot about it until a
hallmate mentioned she was going to practice, Luwis
recalls: “I joined her one day and didn’t stop going.”
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A linguistics major with a Chinese language
minor, Luwis had no idea that she would fall in
love with rowing. “I came here for academics and
then this whole other part of my life developed,” she
says. “Now it is my life.”

As a member of W&M Club Rowing, one of the
many sport clubs sponsored by the university’s
Department of Campus Recreation, Luwis found
a community that welcomes rowers with different
levels of experience. Luwis chose to train intensely,
practicing with the group, but also working with a
coach at CrossFit 1607 in Williamsburg and com-
peting independently during her time at William
& Mary, most notably as an American Collegiate
Rowing Association second-team all-Academic
team member in 2019.

Linda Knight, executive director of health and
wellness at William & Mary and director of W&M
Campus Recreation, emphasizes that every stu-
dent can participate in a sport club. Luwis, she
says, “took that opportunity and ran with it.” An
Olympic run for Luwis “would show that the value of
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campus recreation on a university campus is huge,”
Knight says.

During her senior year, in spring 2020, the
campus transitioned to remote learning due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and Luwis was unsure of when
she would row again. Still living in Williamsburg that
spring, Luwis was surprised by a phone call.

“A coach that I had rowed with for a weekend up
in Boston called me and asked if I was still interested
in their club’s high-performance group,” she recalls.
She said yes and started competing in races across
the country. She says, “My teammates and I decided
in 2022 that we wanted to put together a lightweight
women’s quad to try to develop for the Olympics.”

In September 2022, a car crash put everything on
hold. Despite being badly injured in the crash with a
collapsed lung, broken ribs and nerve damage, which
required 22 total days in the ICU and rehabilitation,
Luwis made a comeback for the 2023 season. “To
get back to working out,” she remembers, “it started
with a five-minute and then a 10-minute walk. Very
slowly getting back into rowing again was very step-
by-step and sometimes it would be three steps for-
ward, two steps back.”

Persevering through a difficult recovery pro-
cess, Luwis competed as a lightweight single for the
United States, racing internationally. Approved to
represent the U.S. in World Cup events, she earned
a silver medal at World Cup II and gold at World
Cup III. One year to the day after her car crash,
Luwis earned bronze for the U.S. at the World
Championships, the most competitive rowing event
next to the Olympics. “It was the best thing I've ever
done in my life,” she says.

o] CLEAN WATER &
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In October, Luwis was named the 2023 Carie
Graves Female Athlete of the Year, which is
“awarded to the athlete(s) who displayed during
the past year the most compelling combination
of character, leadership, and performance, while
driving forward a positive team culture,” by
USRowing.

Because there is no lightweight single for row-
ing at the Olympics, Luwis’ goal is to be invited to
the lightweight double selection camp in hopes of
being selected to be one of the two people in the
U.S. Olympic boat. Luwis recently received a mas-
ter’s degree in sports industry management from
Georgetown University and she works in sports
administration as an administrator at a youth
rowing program. Additionally, she coaches part-
time for a high school in Pennsylvania and runs
the social media for her rowing club, Black Sheep
Racing at Whitemarsh Boat Club. In all these posi-
tions, her W&M degree comes in handy. “I'm not
doing phonetics and syntax,” she says, “but the
concept of looking at something that you think you
know from a different perspective is a brain path-
way I developed by studying linguistics.”

Reflecting on her time with W&M Club Rowing,
Luwis says, “I wouldn’t be doing what I'm doing
without club sports at W&M. I’'ve gone back and
forth about wishing William & Mary had a divi-
sion program, but there was something really great
about it being a club program because it gave so
much freedom. I could race with the team at prac-
tice, but then I could also go do this whole other
independent, competitive side of it.”

—MARY BETH BAUERMANN °24

FROM W&M TO THE
WORLD: Left: Sophia Luwis
(center) poses with silver
medalist Siobhan McCrohan of
Ireland and bronze medalist
Olivia Bates of Great Britain

after winning her gold medal
at the World Rowing Cup IIT
last July. Right: Luwis fell

in love with the sport while
participating in W&M Club
Rowing.

AMILY BOATHOUSE
VILLLAN § HARY ROWING CLUB.

W&M ALUMNI MAGAZINE 53


https://usrowing.org/news/2022/6/22/team-usa-usrowing-to-rename-female-athlete-of-the-year-award-in-honor-of-carie-graves.aspx
https://usrowing.org/news/2022/6/22/team-usa-usrowing-to-rename-female-athlete-of-the-year-award-in-honor-of-carie-graves.aspx

FLIGHT SAFETY: In

this photo taken in 1997,
Wincheski is using the
Rotating Flux-Focusing Eddy
Current Probe on NASA 515,
a heavily modified Boeing
737 for NASA use as a con-
tinuing research facility. He
is the lead inventor of the
device, which detects fatigue
damage originating under
airframe rivets.

Its Just Rockel Science

WILLIAM & MARY ALUMNUS RUSSELL “Buzz” WINCHESKI JOINS THE
NASA INVENTORS HALL OoF FAME

ALUMNI PROFILE With 20 U.S. patents in his

name, NASA instrumentation scientist Russell
“Buzz” Wincheski ’90, M.S. ’96, Ph.D. ’99 is
described by NASA as aleader in “the development
of multiple eddy current and carbon nanotube-based
sensor systems.” For his contributions in the field of
physics and his work on such projects as the space
shuttle program, Wincheski was recently inducted
into the 2022-2023 NASA Inventors Hall of Fame.

And it all started with a William & Mary
internship.

Arriving on his motorcycle for an interview at the
W&M Alumni Magazine office, Wincheski exudes
an unassuming coolness. He goes by his nickname,
“Buzz,” fitting for a future NASA employee. With a
knack for math and science as a child and a fond-
ness for taking things apart and putting them back
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together again, Wincheski set his sights on majoring
in engineering in college.

Although he began his college career studying
engineering and wrestling for the University of
Tennessee, Wincheski and a wrestling teammate,
Rob Larmore ’90, decided to transfer to W&M when
Tennessee dropped their wrestling program.

At W&M, Wincheski and Larmore wrestled on
the varsity team together and they were roommates
throughout their time at the university.

The NASA Inventors Hall of Fame isn’t
Wincheski’s first such induction, as he is a member
of the W&M Athletics Hall of Fame for wrestling.
“My senior year, I won the Easterns, the big quali-
fier for Nationals. I made it to the national tourna-
ment three times and competed there. I won some
matches, but never placed,” he says.
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“IT’S NICE TO KNOW THAT THE WORK HAS A POINT. IT HAS CONTRIBUTED TO SOMETHING THAT
I’M INVESTED IN AND THAT I THINK A LOT OF THE COUNTRY IS INVESTED IN, TOO.”
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Wincheski says the determination he learned
from wrestling was his biggest takeaway from
the experience. He quotes his teammate Mark
McLaughlin 88, who always said, “Once you've
wrestled, everything else is easy.” Wincheski
translated that wrestling determination into his
academic experience. He explains, “Trying to cut
weight and stay strong and compete at the same
time convinced me, ‘All right, I can study for this
exam.”

Because engineering was not offered at W&M,
Wincheski jumped into the next closest field: phys-
ics. W&M professor Harlan Schone recommended
that Wincheski look into the Research Experience
for Undergraduates (REU) program, which is
funded by the National Science Foundation.
Through the REU program, Wincheski made the
connection with NASA and started interning at the
NASA Langley Research Center over the summer
after his freshman year.

“I made some connections at NASA and came
back to work there all three summers,” Wincheski
says. “After I graduated with my bachelor’s degree,
they offered me a position as a contractor.”

While working as a support service contractor
for six years at NASA Langley, Wincheski returned
to W&M for a master’s degree in physics. By 1996,
he was an official government employee. Wincheski
went on to earn his doctorate in solid-state phys-
ics from W&M in 1999, encouraged by the late Min
Namkung M.S. ’79, Ph.D. ’82, who was his mentor
during his first summer at Langley. Wincheski also
cites the late W&M physics professor Jack Kossler
P89, his Ph.D. advisor, as a mentor.

During Wincheski’s early years, Langley was a
research center focused on aeronautics, the science
of travel through air. “When I first started, it was
not a space center. We did a lot of work on the aging
aircraft program,” he says. “My first invention hap-
pened while working on that program; there was a
failure of a fuselage in a plane.”

Since then, he’s remained at Langley and con-
tinues inventing new technologies. A flux focusing
eddy current probe, on which Wincheski was a con-
tributor, earned an R&D 100 award. This type of
probe improves the ability to detect fatigue cracks
in high-conductivity material, which increases the
efficiency of inspections. “It was one of the 100 big-
gest inventions of the year,” explains Wincheski.

He considers his contributions to the space shut-
tle program to be his most fulfilling project. “I was
able to develop and apply technologies to keep the
shuttle safe after the 2003 Columbia space shut-
tle accident and make sure that NASA could safely
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finish the program,” he says. He has also seen his
fair share of shuttle launches, which he calls a perk
of the job.

Being inducted into the NASA Inventors Hall
of Fame, Wincheski explains, “was a surprise,”
despite his many years of innovation. “It’s nice to
know that the work has a point. It has contributed
to something that I’'m invested in and that I think a
lot of the country is invested in, too.”

W&M remains a part of Wincheski’s life in a
variety of ways. He met his wife, Kathy Dewhirst
Wincheski ’83, M.Ed. ’85, while they were both
working at Green Leafe Cafe. Buzz Wincheski has
maintained connections with William & Mary by
working with physics students and serving on Ph.D.
committees in the physics department. “I still go
to the football games,” he says, and he enjoys “just
being part of the community.”

His advice for prospective physicists and inven-
tors? “I’d definitely encourage anyone who has the
aptitude for physics to pursue it, because within
physics, there are lots of opportunities for spe-
cialization,” he explains. For inventing, “you just
have to pursue it,” he says. “I never did it for the
return on the patent, but to find something new and
develop it. If it can be applied even in a small way to
make someone’s life easier or something safer, it’s
very fulfilling.” —MARY BETH BAUERMANN °24

WRESTLING WITH
SCIENCE: Wincheski credits
his time on the W&M wrestling
team for giving him the
determination that has helped
him throughout his career.
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2024 Service Awards

THIS YEAR’S AWARDEES ARE ACTIVELY CONNECTING ALUMNI TO
WILLIAM & MARY AND EACH OTHER

ALUMNI AWARDS The Douglas N. Morton ’62 Alumni and Young Alumni Service Awards recognize
alumni who are constantly working to engage and support alumni, connecting them to each other and the
university. The W&M Alumni Association Board of Directors presents the awards at a ceremony during
Charter Day Weekend. To nominate deserving alumni for this or other awards, please visit wmalumni.
com/awards. The deadline for nominations is April 1, 2024.

The WMAA also recognizes two additional members of the Tribe each year for their service to the
Alumni Association through the Staff Service Award, given to a staff or faculty member, and the Coach of
the Year Award, recognizing exceptional achievement in coaching an intercollegiate varsity sport at W&M.

Read more about each of the winners at magazine.wm.edu/service-2024.

PHILLIPS "16

NAVAS ‘82, P "13

MIKA '79, P ‘09

DOUGLAS N. MORTON 62 YOUNG ALUMNI SERVICE AWARDS

KELSEY M. CARPENTER "15, M.P.P. '16 As arecent
alumna, Kelsey Carpenter wasted no time in giv-
ing back to the William & Mary community after
her graduation. She has served on the W&M D.C.
Metro Board since 2017, including a term as its
president from 2021-2023. Kelsey led the group
through virtual programming during the COVID-
19 pandemic and helped ease the transition back
to in-person in 2021. To encourage more alumni
to participate in events, Kelsey has created a
wide variety of programs, including a D.C Metro
Charter Day event, a tour of the Watergate hotel
and a trivia night to fundraise for the Greater D.C.
Chapter Scholarship. She keeps beloved William &
Mary traditions alive in D.C. as well, such as Yule
Log and the annual embassy event. Kelsey has also
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LONDON

ADLER HICKEY M.ED. ‘02, ED.D. ‘23

worked to diversify the network, inviting leaders
from W&M Alumni Association affinity and identity
groups to D.C. Metro board meetings.
Inrecognition of her consecutive years of giving,
Kelsey is a Cobblestone member of the Bell Society.
She is also a member of the Young Guarde Council,
which represents alumni who graduated within
the past 10 years, and the Association of 1775, a
network for alumni who serve or have served in
the military and federal government. She has also
developed a close partnership with the W&M
Washington Center as a mentor to students.
“William & Mary has always provided me with
a sense of community and family. When I gradu-
ated and moved to the D.C. area, I attended alumni
events to meet new friends and explore the city,”
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she says. “I wanted to stay involved with W&M to
help other alumni and current students do the same
... Since graduating, I come back to the intellectual
curiosity William & Mary sparks in its students. I
know my drive to always learn new things started
in Williamsburg and continues today.”

ALEXANDRA G. “ALLY” PHILLIPS 16 One of eight
William & Mary graduates in her family across
three generations, Ally Phillips has a connection
to W&M that continues to run deep in her life as
a young alumna. Ally is a founding member of the
class ambassador program for the Class of 2016,
encouraging her classmates to connect with and
give back to the university. She was nominated to
the Annual Giving Board just two years after grad-
uating and has served on the volunteer engagement,
participation and development committees.

Ally has seen firsthand the impact of alumni giv-
ing and the power of the alumni network for current
students and graduates alike. She frequently speaks
with prospective students about all that W&M has
to offer and is passionate about keeping students
and alumni connected to their alma mater — a mis-
sion that began during her time as an undergraduate
student.

During her time at W&M, Ally served as the
president of the Student Alumni Council and led
the merging of three organizations into what is now
known as Students for University Advancement.
As co-president of the 2016 Senior Class Gift
Committee, she helped achieve an impressive 73%
class participation rate, and the class continues to
give at a high rate each year.

While devoting her time to her alma mater, Ally
leads a busy professional life working as a policy
director at the Office of the Secretary of Defense.
She also takes time to speak with W&M graduates
interested in national security careers.

“'m proud to be a part of the William &
Mary community,” she says. “I believe in pay-
ing it forward for future members of the Tribe.”

DOUGLAS N. MORTON ‘62 ALUMNI SERVICE AWARDS

ASHLEY V. GLACEL '02 is dedicated to build-
ing William & Mary’s culture of engagement and
philanthropy so her alma mater continues to thrive.
A volunteer leader, she served as a member of the
Annual Giving Board from 2013 to 2019, including
a term as its chair, as a member of the For the Bold
West Coast Regional Campaign Committee and on
her 10th reunion committee. She has been a class
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CARLTON R. SMITH ‘15, M.AED. 17 As a
co-chair of the Young Guarde Council and the
Young Guarde’s representative on the W&M Alumni
Association’s Board of Directors, Carlton Smith advo-
cates for alumni who graduated within the past 10
years. Carlton has been proud to be part of the Young
Guarde Council since he graduated in 2015, contribut-
ing to launching and continually improving the young
alumni engagement program at William & Mary as a
staff member from 2015-2016 and also as a volunteer
leader.

Among Carlton’s contributions are several new
initiatives, including “Welcome to the City,” a series
focused on fostering connections and helping gradu-
ates transition from students to alumni, as well as the
Young Guarde blog and a partnership with Students
for University Advancement to form a pipeline of vol-
unteers for the Council.

“William & Mary was such a transformative expe-
rience for me, so I naturally gravitated toward avenues
that would allow me to not only give back to the insti-
tution that gave me so much, but that also allow me
to bridge that gap between students and new alumni,”
Carlton says.

Carlton graduated from W&M with a bachelor’s
degree in government and returned for a master’s
degree in higher education administration. He went
on to earn a doctorate with an emphasis on college
student affairs administration from the University of
Georgia. Carlton has served as the director of mul-
ticultural affairs at the University of North Carolina
Asheville since 2022. In Asheville, Carlton connects
fellow Young Guarde members in the area, working to
develop and promote the W&M community in the city.

In October 2023, he served as one of the judges
in the William & Mary Homecoming Parade. Carlton
is a member of the Bell Society for giving annually
to William & Mary. He is also a fierce advocate for
alumni service, saying, “Do you see places where we
can improve or give back? Get involved! Advocate!”
He adds, “Being active means that when students look
for help to bring positive change, they may look tous.”

ambassador since 2015. Even though she resides
in Los Angeles, Ashley frequently returns to cam-
pus and brings Williamsburg to the West Coast by
hosting One Tribe One Day and other W&M events
in her area.

Ashley is part of a multigenerational William &
Mary family. As part of the university’s commemora-
tion of the 100th anniversary of coeducation, Ashley
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participated in an oral history with her grandmother,
the late Virginia Forwood Pate Wetter ’40, D.P.S.
’06, P ’68, P70, G ’98, G ’02; her mother, Barbara
Pate Glacel ’70, P’98, P ’02; her aunt, Kennon Pate
McKee ’68; and her sister, Jennifer Glacel '98.
Dedicated to increasing women’s engagement and
philanthropy at the university, Ashley is a charter
member of the Society of 1918 and has served on
the steering committee since 2021.

In addition, Ashley helped establish the Adrienne
Vaughan Memorial Scholarship Endowment in
honor of fellow alumna Adrienne Vaughan ’00, who
passed away in a tragic boating accident this past
August. Ashley worked with Vaughan’s husband,
Mike White ’00, and five more of her friends from
W&M to create the scholarship to provide need-
based support for students from the Portsmouth,
Virginia, region.

“I started volunteering for William & Mary as
a way to give back to the institution that shaped
me, but the result has been that it has continued to
give me more. By serving alongside other alumni
— all of whom are fascinating, community-minded
and generous with their time — I’ve expanded my
William & Mary friendships to include alumni of
all ages,” she says. “My hope is to preserve and fos-
ter the institution and its community, which have
enriched my life so deeply. I'd like to think that gen-
erations beyond mine will be able to benefit from
William & Mary in the way that I have.”

KATHERINE “KATHY” DALTON MIKA ‘79, P 09 A
busy pediatrician, Kathy Mika makes time to pro-
mote the green & gold in Charlottesville, Virginia.
She has served on the W&M Charlottesville-
Highland network leadership team since 2006,
including terms as secretary, treasurer and pres-
ident. Kathy helped recruit the first Young Guarde
and Olde Guarde representatives to the board
in 2010, increasing the board’s diversity. She con-
tinues to be involved in the network’s events and
has served as volunteer lead for many of them,
including the popular polo match at King Family
Vineyards and service days at James Monroe’s
Highland.

Her generosity to William & Mary is recognized
through her membership in the Milestone level of
the Bell Society, which represents 15-24 years of
consecutive giving. She also served on her 35th
reunion committee.

It is clear that service to William & Mary runs
in Kathy’s family. Her father, the late Gov. John N.
Dalton ’53, LL.D.’79, P79, G’09, and her grandfa-
ther, the late Hon. Theodore Roosevelt Dalton 1924,
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B.C.L. 1926, LL.D. 72, P ’53, G ’79, both received
the Alumni Medallion, the highest award given by
the W&M Alumni Association. Her daughter, Alison
Mika Schutte ’09, continued her mother’s legacy of
service as a member of the Charlottesville-Highland
leadership team, including as its president.

“My William & Mary years were foundational
for my life,” says Kathy. “Staying involved in the
alumni community keeps me connected with the
traditions and memories of the past. It also engages
me with peers of many generations whose shared
‘W&M experience is a foundation for friendship and a
jumping-off place for new learning, new experiences
and an opportunity to pay it forward.”

LUIS H. NAVAS ‘82, P “13 has had a profound
impact on current students and alumni across gen-
erations through his service to William & Mary. As
a member of the Reves International Advisory Board
for two decades, he helped recruit talented stu-
dents from his hometown of Miami and from Latin
America, strengthen study abroad opportunities in
those countries and ensure international students
feel welcome at the university. On the Latinx Alumni
Advisory Board and its precursor, the Latinx Alumni
Leadership Circle, he has thoughtfully designed pro-
grams that reach members of the W&M Latinx com-
munity of all ages, creating opportunities to bridge
generational gaps and promote lasting relationships.

In 2019, Luis and his wife, Dolores Urcuyo Navas
P ’13, and their daughter Gloria Navas 13 partici-
pated in W&M’s Latinx Oral History Project and
recorded their reflections on their William & Mary
experiences for posterity.

In 2018, Luis and Dolores created the Jorge
Alberto Urcuyo Scholarship, which aids W&M
students whose immigration status prevents them
from receiving financial aid or federal assistance.
The scholarship is inspired by his own experience
and is named in honor of his late brother-in-law,
Jorge, who was killed as a teenager while volunteer-
ing as a teacher in the aftermath of the Nicaraguan
Revolution. This scholarship, along with his other
efforts to support the W&M community, demon-
strates Luis’ thoughtful leadership and passion for
service.

“William & Mary has made an enormous impact
in my life. You could say that even though I physi-
cally left W&M back in 1982, I never truly left,” says
Luis. “The friendships that I made have lasted more
than 40 years now. I learned so much from my pro-
fessors and especially hold the honor code as a per-
sonal motto. I’'ve always enjoyed staying involved
with the university and alumni community.”
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COACH OF THE YEAR

MIKE LONDON In 2022, W&M Football advanced
to the quarterfinal round of the NCAA Football
Championship Subdivision (FCS) playoffs as con-
ference champions with a school-record 10 wins
during the regular season. The 2023 season exhib-
ited the Tribe’s growth as a football program. Behind
the team’s continued success is head football coach
Mike London.

“I am most proud of the opportunity to achieve
the levels of success we’ve had since I've been here,”
he says. “I arrived at W&M in 2019, a season where
we went 5-7.” Only allowed to play three games in
the 2020 season due to COVID-19, the Tribe missed
a year of competitive collegiate activity. Despite the
setback, the team went 6-5 in 2021, a winning record
for the first time since 2015. “Then, obviously, we
had a tremendous year in 2022, with the opportunity
to go beyond into the FCS playoffs,” he adds. “Those
experiences have been highlights of the years I've
been here thus far.”

Coach London believes in supporting the team’s
success not only on the field, but in the class-
room and the community as well. Record num-
bers of players were named to the Coastal Athletic
Association Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll

STAFF SERVICE AWARD

during his tenure, with 69 players in fall 2020
during the height of the pandemic and 55 players in
spring 2023. He has also been instrumental to the
success of the A/l In campaign, which raised $55
million for W&M Athletics, built community and
continues to reimagine the home for the Tribe.

He adds, “I'm tremendously proud of the engage-
ment our players have had in community service
projects, such as their involvement with Be The
Match, an initiative that raises awareness for bone
marrow donors, recipients and education. We have
had players who have been recognized as matches
for individuals throughout the United States and
have selflessly given their bone marrow samples to
save lives.”

In future seasons, Coach London sees ample
opportunities for the football program to thrive.

“We are looking forward to continued levels of
growth and success, the opportunity to compete
for championships, and to be a model of gradua-
tion rates,” he says. “We want to be models of those
individuals who embrace the fact that you can get
a world-class degree and you can play competitive
football on the field here at William & Mary. You can
truly have the best of both worlds.”

ROXANE O. ADLER HICKEY M.ED. ‘02, ED.D. '23
Director of the W&M Washington Center Roxane
Adler Hickey is the definition of a campus leader
and an alumni engagement advocate.

Arriving at the W&M Washington Center in
2006 as a program director, Adler Hickey became
associate director in 2015 and served as interim
director from 2019 to 2021. As director, she has
consistently prioritized building stronger connec-
tions between W&M'’s University Advancement and
Alumni Engagement offices, creating a true campus
community in Washington, D.C.

With a large concentration of W&M alumni
living and working in Washington, Adler Hickey
consistently brainstorms ways to engage W&M
alumni in the D.C. metro area and use alumni con-
nections to open doors to internships and expe-
riential learning opportunities for students. She
also assists in planning and executing regional
alumni engagement events and offers the W&M
Washington Center as a home base for her col-
leagues throughout the university.

Working alongside W&M’s Office of University
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Advancement, in 2018 Adler Hickey established the
W&M Washington Center Advisory Board, which
supports students financially to increase accessi-
bility to the Center’s programs and provides a plat-
form for alumni input into the Center’s goals and
activities.

She advocates for the opportunities the W&M
Washington Center and alumni create for students,
such as through scholarships.

“Over the last 17 plus years, I am proud to have
helped build a center with programs that give stu-
dents what they need. Our students have the oppor-
tunity to work individually with our team members,
who offer a personalized experience in a small set-
ting so that they can support each student where
they are and help them get where they want to go,”
she says. “I am proud to be a part of an incredible
team and to collaborate with so many people and
units across the university. I am proud to work with
dedicated alumni who connect with our students in
D.C. and help them find fulfilling careers.”

— MARY BETH BAUERMANN ’24 AND
GABRIELA TRAUTTMANSDORFF ’26
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New Alumni Award Announced

Civic & HUMANITARIAN LEADERSHIP AWARD

ALUMNI AWARDS In 2023, the William & Mary Alumni Association Board of Directors created the
Alumni Civic & Humanitarian Leadership Award to recognize alumni who are significantly improving or
enhancing the lives of others. Recipients exemplify the university’s values, dedicating significant time, lead-
ership and energy to serve humanity. Through their volunteer efforts, participation in charitable work and
selfless actions, they make a meaningful impact on communities and society as a whole. Those who receive
this award are compassionate citizens who devote their knowledge, skills and time to serve the greater good.
The award is bestowed during Charter Day Weekend as part of the Alumni Medallion & Service Awards
Ceremony. To nominate deserving alumni for this or other awards, please visit wmalumni.com/awards.

CIVIC & HUMANITARIAN LEADERSHIP AWARD

STEVEN E. “STEVE” MCNAMEE ‘81 is a teacher
who transforms lives by
going the extra mile for
his students in and out
of the classroom. For
nearly 25 years, he has
inspired and educated
low-income and at-risk
students in Richmond,
Virginia. Principals and
friends tell stories of
how he helped move a student’s family out of unsafe
housing, uses his own resources to take his students
to local sporting and cultural events, and sets them
on the path to success, academically and socially.

“Steve is in the trenches every single day all day
long with his fifth-grade students, so many of whom
live in enormously challenging circumstances,
whether it’s living in public housing communities
or coming from generations of poverty. I’ve never
met anyone who, day by day, hour by hour, cares
so deeply for students, works so diligently and
intentionally with them, and has such a long-term
impact,” says Michael Maruca, the head of school
at the independent, faith-based Anna Julia Cooper
School, where McNamee teaches.
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After graduating from William & Mary in 1981
with a business degree, McNamee worked in the
insurance industry for 15 years before answering
the call to help students in need as an educator. At
Swansboro Elementary School, part of Richmond
Public Schools, he led the “Men of Swansboro” pro-
gram for boys in third through fifth grades to learn
life skills and etiquette. With the late David Murphy
’84, P ’18, he launched the Mr. Mac Foundation so the
business community, school alumni and supporters
could provide funding for applied learning and extra-
curricular experiences for his students.

At William & Mary, McNamee is one of the
co-founders of HEYFARL (Hundred Each Year for a
Rising Letterman), which has funded over $2 million
for football scholarships to walk-on football athletes.
Several of these walk-ons have gone on to careers
that raise William & Mary’s profile on the national
scene, including Buffalo Bills Coach Sean McDermott
’98. Many former players currently make annual gifts
to HEYFARL, and the initiative continues to bring
Tribe athletes together across generations. For his
leadership of HEYFARL and in recognition of his
achievements playing W&M Football as a student,
McNamee was inducted into the W&M Athletics Hall
of Fame in 1995. — CLAIRE DE LISLE M.B.A. 21

W&M ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD NOTES

Visit magazine.wm.edu/board-notes for a summary of the Sept. 9 -10, 2023, meeting of the

William & Mary Alumni Association Board of Directors.
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Traditions Weekend
APRIL 19-21, 2024

Come home to campus, reconnect with friends and experience
William & Mary as it shines today.

Traditions Weekend brings together the 50th Reunion class, the
Olde Guarde of their Majesties’ Royal Colledge in Virginia and the
Honorable Robert Boyle Legacy Society to build on traditions and
shared experiences as we look toward the future.

Learn more at traditionsweekend.wm.edu

@
KINGSMILL
WILLIA%{Z, VIRGINIA

Kingsmill Resort would like to extend a 15% Discount” for all
William & Mary Alumni on overnight stays.

Valid for Guest Rooms, 1, 2, and 3-bedroom condos through December 31, 2024.
Enter Discount Code WMFF at checkout.
Staying at Kingsmill Resort gives you access to all our amenities:
o Golf at The River or Plantation Course**
e Splash the day away at one of our three pools, including The River Pool
e Enjoy waterfront dining**
e Relax and rejuvenate at The Kingsmill Spa**
e Play a friendly game of Tennis or Pickleball at one of our 15 courts
e Rent Paddleboards, Kayaks, Jet Ski's, a Pontoon Boat, and more at
the Kingsmill Marina**

S . . Scan the QR Code, or call
e Burn off a few calories in our newly renovated Fitness Center with 800-832-5665 to take

state-of-the-art equipment advantage of this offer.

We look forward to hosting you the next time you visit the area. Go Tribe!

*Not applicable for other promotions or discounts. Blackout dates and restrictions may apply.
**Fees apply

KINGSMILL (Kesoie
1010 Kingsmill Road, Williamsburg, VA 23185 | Kingsmill.com
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HAVING A BLAST:
ROTC students from

William & Mary and Chris-
topher Newport University
learned from the Explosive
Ordnance Disposal team at
Fort Gregg-Adams about
their work during a trip
sponsored by the Association
of1775.

Spotlight: Association of 1775

CONNECTING THOSE WHO SERVE OUR NATION

ALUMNI NETWORK The Association of 1775
(A075), named in recognition of the Revolutionary
War service of William & Mary students, is the W&M
Alumni Association’s network for alumni who serve
or have served in the military or federal government. It
works to strengthen relationships among these alumni
and the university and to serve as a resource for two
communities on campus: students seeking to enter
government service or the military and student mili-
tary and veterans. Read more about Ao75 at magazine.
wm.edu/Ao75.

Each year’s Ao75 Military & Veterans Breakfast
during Homecoming & Reunion Weekend brings
alumni, student veterans and their families together
for a celebration of service and shared experience.
This year’s breakfast, held during the Year of the
Arts, featured Brian Jenkins ’16, executive director of
Armed Services Arts Partnership (ASAP), the nation’s
largest military arts organization. ASAP got its start
eight years ago at William & Mary when founder Sam
Pressler ’15 started teaching comedy workshops on
campus, which eventually extended to other forms of
art. Since then, more than 4,000 veterans — includ-
ing those in William & Mary’s Veteran-to-Executive
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(W&M VET) certificate program, Flourishing Through
Life Transitions — have participated in an ASAP class
to express themselves and build community through
art and storytelling. ASAP amplifies the voices
and stories of veterans, service members, military
spouses, family members, caregivers and survivors,
just as Ao75 works to do within the W&M commu-
nity. In December, Jenkins was named to Forbes’ 30
Under 30 list for social impact because of his work
with ASAP.

In November, Ao75 hosted a field trip for ROTC
cadets from W&M and Christopher Newport
University to visit Fort Gregg-Adams, formerly Fort
Lee. There, they met with representatives from the
U.S. Army quartermaster, transportation and ordi-
nance branches and learned about career paths for
new commissioned officers. Throughout the day,
they interacted with and asked questions of military
and veteran alumni, and the field trip concluded with
Col. James Callis ’97 sharing his three pillars of good
leadership: character, competence and compassion.

To sign up for updates about Ao75 and learn about
upcoming events, visit wmalumni.com/ao75.

— CLAIRE DE LISLE M.B.A. ’21
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SOCIETY OF 1918

s SOCIETY
5 MEMBERSHIP
W, P - Joining the Society of 1918 is

- AR an excellent way for 2014-2023

graduates to become part of a
dynamic community dedicated

to growing the engagement,
leadership and philanthropy of
William & Mary women. Graduates
from the past 10 years can make

a membership gift at a 50%
discount, about $167 per month
over five years.

STAY *
CONNECTED
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William & Mary alumni can now apply for business associate membership
in the beautiful Cornell Club-New York.

Located in the heart of midtown, only steps from Grand Central Terminal and Fifth Avenue,
The Cornell Club-New York is a 14-story members-only club that offers lodging, dining,
meeting spaces and much more. Members also have access to a network of reciprocal clubs
across the globe.

The Cornell Club will serve as a hub for our alumni in the tri-state area, will provide a beautiful
space for networking and special events and will be a home in the city for our alumni members
of The Club where they feel a sense of belonging and connection.

For more information, visit wmalumni.com/cornellclub or contact the W&M Alumni
Association at alumni.engagement@wm.edu.
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WHAT’S THE STORY?

Bird's eye view of the Swem Sundial, circa 1977 Jones Hall sits just beyond the

snowy pathways in the center background with the original Small Hall at right.

The photo was most likely taken from the top of Millington Hall, which is now the

future home of the next phase of the Integrated Science Center, ISC 4.

— Photo courtesy of WMAA Archives, W&M Libraries, Special Collections Research Center

Class Notes has been a William & Mary tradition for decades, made possible by the

efforts of our dedicated volunteer class reporters. While we make every effort to collect

columns and check facts, each column is the responsibility of the class reporter.

19563

Class Reporters
ED AND BELINDA
WATKINS
106 Sutton Place
Avondale Estates, GA 30002
(404) 907-4881
edandbin@bellsouth.net

In the coming year, 1956
classmates will begin
turning 90 (ninety!).

‘We wish those a happy
birthday, good health and
congratulations!

Les Sykes Waldron
states that she is spend-
ing too much time visiting
doctors! She and Jim still
attend all the shows at
the Williamsburg Players.
She regrets not seeing
Glenn Close °74, D.A.
’89, H..F. °19 during
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend. At the time she
was writing, the leaves
were turning and falling,
and it reminded her of
being back to classes —
“William & Mary, loved
of old ...”

Nancy Harshbarger
Hummel said the weath-
er for Homecoming, Oct.
19-22, was perfect. She
and John Hummel were
the only people from the
Class of 1956 attending
the Olde Guarde Brunch.
At the brunch, the em-
phasis was on the Arts

Quarter — rebuilding
Phi Beta Kappa Memori-
al Hall (now complete),
expanding the Muscarelle
Museum of Art to three
times its current size.
(You will find many arti-
cles expanding on these
and other happenings at
the College on the W&M
Alumni Magazine web-
site, in The Virginia Ga-
zette, etc.). Glenn Close
was the grand marshal of
the Homecoming Parade
(now on Friday after-
noon). The main theater
at Phi Beta Kappa has
been named in her honor.
The costumes she wore
at W&M are exhibited in
the new lobby.

Good to get news from
Will Molineux — 70
years ago, as of the time
he wrote his note, he
and Ed Watkins were
initiated into Kappa
Sigma. Will continues
to teach in the Osher
Lifelong Learning Insti-
tute at William & Mary
(previously the Christo-
pher Wren Association)
and has been offering
classes based on original
research that addresses
the history of Williams-
burg between 1870 and
1926, the long-ignored
period from the end of
Reconstruction to the
Goodwin-Rockefeller
partnership restoring
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18th-century Williams-
burg. His classes have
been oversubscribed and
will be offered again in
the spring 2024 semes-
ter. Will also continues
his interest in discover-
ing little known episodes
in Williamsburg’s past
and publishing (mimeo-
graphing) copies of his
accounts. His wife, Mary
Sawyer Molineux 75,
keeps busy participating
in a book club, tending to
her garden, playing the
piano, attending water-
color class and making
sure Will takes his meds.
The Molineuxs recently
saw Alice Matthews
Erickson °57, M.A. 75
at a rural nursery and
found her as delightful,
bright and happy as
always! She is busy up-
dating the history of the
Hampton Baptist Church,
another one of her local
history projects keep-
ing the past from being
forgotten.

The Watkinses have
retired from church choir
(due to old age!!). It’s
the first time in forever
that we are sitting in the
congregation at church
or not participating in
a community choir. But
“That’s Life.” Belinda
Owens Watkins is
catching up on her read-
ing, and Ed sits at the

computer most days after
his trips to the gym!

1957 %

Class Reporter
PETE KALISON
pkalison1@verizon.net

Lots of news of the Great
Class of 1957 for our
latest newsletter!

Margi Helter Mel-
nick has two grandchil-
dren at William & Mary
now; one of them, Kelly
Melnick °25, is pre-med
and spending a semester
in Denmark. Margi hoped
to attend Homecoming &
Reunion Weekend with a
grandson who graduated
from W&M two years ago.
She would enjoy hearing
from classmates.

Had a long email
from Lili Kocher in San
Francisco, where she
volunteers at an art film
theater and stays con-
nected to a local TriDelt
alumni group. She is very
active with yoga, daily
Zen meditation and week-
ly walks/hikes. Lili’s four
daughters, five grandkids
and one great grandchild
are spread across the U.S.
from Atlanta to Hawaii.
She stays in close touch
with Mary “Mickie”
Curro.

Mickie is playing little
tennis these days, but
continues actively with
her watercolor paint-
ing, poetry, writing and
making greeting cards.
She is also driving to
Chapel Hill and Asheville,
North Carolina, to visit
grandchildren, as well as
Atlanta, where she has a
granddaughter. She ends
her nice note with “mem-
ories of the Class of ’57
are sweet and proud.”

Dave Eanes reports
he and his wife, Bev,
reside at an over-55
community near Annap-
olis, Maryland. They
moved there in 1999
after he retired from the
National Institutes of
Health. Drawing, travel-
ing, painting and writing,

along with community
activities, keep him busy.
He spends time visiting
their son and his three
children, as well as the
Delaware beaches.

A note from Nancy
Anderson tells of the
recent passing of her
husband, Carl Ander-
son. He loved William &
Mary and they attended
and enjoyed many Tribe
football games.

One of our regular con-
tributors, Shirley Rich-
ardson Fitzgerald,
continues to enjoy Tribe
home football games and
looked forward to seeing
old friends at our Home-
coming.

Bill Armbruster tells
us he and Betty-Wright
Fraher Armbruster
’58 hosted several Tribe
football players for
dinner during preseason
and that Alice Mat-
thews Erickson °57,
M.A. 75 also attended
one there. Bill plays
pickleball almost every
day — obviously the
terror of the court — and
Betty-Wright volunteers
at the Bruton Parish gift
shop. We all remember
Betty and Bill proudly
as grand marshals of the
2022 Homecoming!

Marsha and I, along
with Jane Thompson
Kaplan °56, are having
dinner Homecoming
weekend with Bill
Marfizo °56 and his
wife. Bill was recognized
at Homecoming on the
70th anniversary of the
fabled Iron Indians W&M
team of 1953.

‘We have nicely settled
into our new home at
the Windsor Run senior
development in
Matthews, North Car-
olina, 10 minutes from
one of our daughters
and three granddaugh-
ters. We planned to be at
Homecoming for a week
and hoped to see many of
you there ... rooting for
the Tribe, of course.

I will miss, most of all,
the W&M home basket-
ball games but will watch
them all on television.

KEY: @ OIDE GUARDE (@) REUNION

SEE EXTENDED CLASS NOTES AT MAGAZINE.WM.EDU/CLASS-NOTES




1958 ¢

Class Reporter
KENT WATKINS
4990 Sentinel Drive, Apt. 301
Bethesda, MD 20816
Kent.watkins@yahoo.com
646.234-3545 (cell)

Greetings, Super-

Agers! I noticed that
there are only two other
preceding classes that
W&M reports in this sec-
tion. That’s a bit sobering,
but we know we won’t

be ghosted for at least
another two years! My
father quoted this Dylan
Thomas poem to me in
our last conversation, “Do
not go gentle into that
good night. Fight, fight
against the dying of the
light. Old age should burn
and rave at close of day;
Rage, rage against the
dying of the light.”

Sadly, there were three
who recently rested in
power: Eve Mapp Mc-
Cray, Ann Elizabeth
Shoosmith McInnes
and Stephanie Amato
Brickhouse. I last saw
Eve at our 60th reunion
and was looking forward
to catching up more on
a one-on-one, but it was
not to be. Please send me
any tributes that I can
add to the more detailed
information placed in
the less restricted online
Class Notes.

Bill Mitchell endured
the fires of learning Zoom,
and we spent a pleasant
time seeing each other
that way. He said that if he
can learn it, any classmate
can. We hope to have a
Zoom reunion soon! Let
me know if you need any
assistance in learning. Bill
recently produced two
written products. The
first was his “life story” in
scrapbook form, which he
copied 10 times and sent
to his family. I suggested
that he digitize it for bet-
ter storage and distribu-
tion; he demurred. The
second tome is now up to
10 volumes and contains
various financial data sets
that he passes on to his
sons.

Pat King Sell wrote
that she and Ginny Wa-
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chob Shine had enjoyed
a W&M cruise together
on the Great Lakes this
summer and encouraged
other alumni to utilize
such tours. She also sent
a photo of the two of
them and another one
that was more historic,
when she was a cheer-
leader in September 1957.
She is kneeling while two
Navy males tower above
with their goat. The pho-
tos can be found in the
online edition.

I finished the nation-
al USTA tournaments
for this year, in our age
group, playing singles
both in Palm Beach Gar-
dens, Longboat Key and
Sarasota, Florida. I hope
that I will continue my No.
1 ranking in the Mid-At-
lantic region.

Before transferring to
W&M in 1956, 1 played
on the tennis team at
Morningside University
in my hometown of Sioux
City, Iowa. Recently, they
named a tennis room at
their new indoor facility
for yours truly and will be
storing my memorabilia
(trophies, scrapbooks,
etc.) there. It will also
include the name of my
daughter, who is still play-
ing championship tennis
at 54, so that we will be
role models for both the
men’s and women’s teams
of future generations.

I continue to chair the
American Academy of
Housing and Communi-
ties, with monthly Zoom
sessions on national and
international eponymous
topics. A grant from
the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) will
aid us in revising relevant
Wikipedia articles, adding
more oral histories of the
fellows; and producing
a feasibility study of a
history office for HUD.
That, and my part-time
urban consulting practice,
takes me more frequently
to London and Paris for
meetings and research.
And there’s always advo-
cacy on the Hill through
the many public interest
groups in which I
participate.

The fall course I taught
for Osher Lifelong Learn-

ing Institute at American
University, “Self-Publish-
ing Your Memoirs with Al
Enhancers,” was very suc-
cessful, and I plan to teach
it again in the spring. The
first two books finally
came out of the Amazon
publishing pipeline: the
story of an ancestor,

Capt. Tillinghast, and his
court-martial battle with
Capt. Abner Doubleday at
Fort Moultrie in 1859; and
the story of the removal
and replacement of the
Confederate windows at
the Washington National
Cathedral with those de-
picting social justice.

And just in! Like my
fraternity brother, the late
Tom Lightner, I will be
listed in the 2024 Who’s
‘Who in America. Thanks,
Tom, for the “nomina-
tion.”

1959 &

Class Reporter
KATHY WATSON LAWLER
3201 East Brigstock Road
Midlothian, VA 23113
(804) 794-8593 (home|
(804) 3507910 (cell)
klawler312@gmail.com

I'm starting this before
Homecoming & Reunion
‘Weekend, which is Oct.
19-22, but I hope I’ll see
some of you there.
Penny Witzeman
Nelson says that she is
trying to stay produc-
tive, and I think she has
certainly found a way! She
arranged to bring (only for
one afternoon) a nonprofit
bike to her active retire-
ment community, Stone-
ridge. Two passengers
ride in the front and the
trained pilot rides in the
back using his pedal pow-
er plus electricity. This
enables residents who
cannot walk the beautiful
grounds to do so feeling
the wind and the sun on
their faces. It is called
“Biking for All Ages.” The
bike, called a Chat, comes
from the Netherlands and
the nonprofit takes care
of the insurance. Penny
tested it and, to quote her,
“I waved to everyone, feel-
ing like I was in the Rose
Bowl Parade.” That makes

me want to try one!

Bev Harris Olsen
writes that she and Ric
will be celebrating Ric’s
90th birthday on Veterans
Day. Besides those who
live in Richmond, family
is coming from all over.

A son is coming from
Blacksburg and a stepson,
Jake, plans to come from
California. Jake takes care
of and lives in the house
Bev and Ric lived in for
the 40 years they were

in California. Though

she doesn’t miss being
there, it was a marvelous
location. There was a
local pool and tennis club
at the end of their street,
and they could walk to
their Kaiser Permanen-

te hospital and medical
building. They had built
the new Apple world
headquarters, called Ap-
ple Park, which she says
looks like a spaceship,

a block and a half from
them. It was eerily empty
due to COVID-19 in the
spring of 2021 when they
moved back to Virgina.
She and Ric are in an
assisted living place here
in Richmond. Ric is in the
memory care unit down
the hall from Bev so they
can enjoy taking walks
outside together. With
his age and dementia, he
qualifies for hospice and
they are so pleased with
the wonderful extra care
he is getting. She says that
many people wait until too
late to get the real benefits
available from hospice.

Bev and her daughter
Kay are going to spend a
day in Williamsburg next
week and walk down to
the Memorial Garden,
which is close to Kay’s
W&M office. They are
filling out a reservation
form for both Ric and Bev.
Eligibility depends on
one spouse being a W&M
graduate. To put a plug in
for our class: the Memo-
rial Garden was our class
gift to the college for our
50th reunion!

Anne August Blunt
had some news about Ray
Walters Topp and Steve
Topp. Ray and Anne
roomed together until
Ray and Steve, campus
sweethearts, married
in the Wren Chapel our

sophomore year. This

got my attention — Steve
graduated Phi Beta Kappa
without attending most
classes! He preferred
studying on his own and
expressed this to his pro-
fessors! He continued his
advanced education at the
University of Virginia at
their request, graduating
with a Ph.D. They later
had two daughters whom
they raised in Aiken,
South Carolina, while
Steve was employed at
the nearby Savanna River
Plant. Sadly, he passed
away a couple of years
ago. Ray continues to live
in Aiken except during the
summer, when she lives
in her condo in Aspen,
Colorado. She retired as a
college career counselor.

Jim Dillard is always
great about keeping in
touch. He continues to
lead TIPS in the effort to
adequately fund our state
parks. They have legis-
lation for the upcoming
session of the General
Assembly to provide sus-
tainable funding. He and
Joyce Butt Dillard °58
were planning to spend a
week in St. Croix in late
October.

I heard from Frances
Gilliam Slocumb °59,
M.A. ’72, who entered
with our 1959 class, but
married in 1957. She had
Travis Slocumb III°81
in 1959 and Stephanie in
1960. She hoped to be at
Homecoming, as Travis
Slocumb 1V °24 is a se-
nior now. In 1969, she got
her B.S. at Old Dominion
University, followed by
her M.A. in psychology in
1972 at W&M, a Ph.D. in
psychology in 1981 at Vir-
ginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity and postdoctoral
studies at Jung Institute in
Zurich, Switzerland, from
1982 to 1986 as a Jungian
analyst. To quote her,
“Whew!” She has taught
at many places: at Chris-
topher Newport Universi-
ty as a tenured associate
professor of psychology,
one year teaching psychol-
ogy at W&M, followed by
many years in California
teaching doctoral students
in clinical psychology and
organizational studies,
while also maintaining
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a private practice in
Berkeley, California. In
addition, she completed a
four-year program at the
National Training Labs
that prepared her for
organizational counseling.
She has consulted for
many different organiza-
tions, including NASA.
She has been so busy, it’s
no wonder that we haven’t
heard from her before!

1 just got a note from
Terry Walker Perrine.
‘We were dormmates on
Chandler 3rd floor our
freshman and sophomore
years, and also Tri Delts
together all four years.
She said the fall season is
flying by while she plays
bridge and goes to lunch
with friends. She has a
great outlook, as she says
she “likes these years with
few responsibilities!”

Jay Lawler and I still
love to travel and did a
cruise with Don Beck
’64 and Carol Evans
64 this summer on the
Adriatic Sea and it was
beautiful. Jay and I are
also going to Akumal,
Mexico, in November with
our daughters Terry
Lawler Usry °88 and her
husband, Todd, and Kelly
Lawler Cleary °85 and
her husband, Pat, for a
week. The word Akumal
means “turtle,” so we are
to swim with the turtles!
T’ll keep you posted!!!

Thanks to those of you
who answered my plea
for news from the Class
of 1959.

P.S. Here’s one more
piece of news: Jay shot
an 85 on the golf course
yesterday — one stroke
under his age! If I live to
be 115 years old, maybe
I'll be able to shoot my age
then!

GO TRIBE!!!11111!

1960 «

Class Reporter
JOE ALEXANDER
joseph.k.alexander@
hotmail.com

Jim Ukrop ’60, L.H.D.
99 writes that he and
Barbara Berkeley
Ukrop ’61, L.H.D. °23

“are in an old folks home
called Westminster Can-
terbury in Richmond.”
Jim adds, “It’s like a
cruise ship that doesn’t
leave the port.”

James S. Dean sent
a great note about his
post-graduation years.

“I left W&M in 1960 for
England and graduate
work at the Shakespeare
Institute, University of
Birmingham and left
there with a doctorate

in 1962. Joined the U.S.
Army as an artillery offi-
cer, but when the wiring
of atomic rockets was too
mystifying and danger-
ous, I turned to languages
(French, German then lat-
er Portuguese) and served
my time, translating,
being a liaison between
the U.S. and Europe, and
a speech writer for a
general. Then, while in
Texas at Fort Hood, I met
a Brazilian, and two chil-
dren later and a Fulbright
to Brazil, I found myself
in U.S. academe for a
lifetime. I have authored
five books on British colo-
nial and maritime history
(and now await another)
and sailed a 50-year-old
Westerly bilge keeler in
the Chesapeake. Some
years ago, I married again
to a brilliant Wisconsin
woman who is with me
still.”

Janet Caldwell El-
ling reports that she and
her husband Mike “Are
doing well with minor
aches and pains associ-
ated with — dare I say
— ‘old age’® We are fortu-
nate that we are still able
to travel to visit our four
children’s families in Ken-
tucky, Indiana, Colorado
and New Mexico. Some-
times we can entice them
to visit us in Chadds Ford,
Pennsylvania, which we
did in early August for
a family reunion. The
only ones who could not
come were our grandson
and his wife, who live in
northern Nevada, because
they had just had our first
great-grandchild, who
was born on July 24. We
are looking forward
to meeting the newest
addition to our family
when they come here
for Christmas. Mike and
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I have also been fortu-
nate to have taken some
interesting trips in recent
years. Last June we
enjoyed a Viking Cruise
of the Great Lakes with
our daughter Jennifer
and her husband, Robert.
In May, we are planning
another trip with Viking
to London and Normandy,
a special trip during the
80th anniversary year of
D-Day.” She adds, “On a
sadder note, we attended
the memorial service
for Nancy “Sallye”
Branham Chestek
’61 on Feb. 25. Since
Nancy lived about an
hour’s drive from us, we
got together with her
occasionally and remi-
nisced about our days at
William & Mary. At her
service I got reacquainted
with another Gamma Phi
sorority sister, Louise
MacDowell Battist
61, and caught up with
news of other sorority
sisters in the class of
1961. We haven’t been to
Homecoming & Reunion
‘Weekend for about five
years but attended for
many years with Peg
Clement Haines and
her husband, Barry, Judi
Urian Lownes and her
husband, Ken, Carole
Welborn and Jesse
Welborn °59, and Mary
Ellen Carlson Coffey.
‘We have many fond mem-
ories of our Homecoming
visits with our friends.”
Dick Neely writes
that he is “Now ap-
proaching 86, but from
the wrong direction, and
remaining in excellent
health. Having been a
personal trainer for eight
years after retirement,
I continue to follow a
workout routine, diet and
lifestyle that are enjoy-
able and always give
myself something to look
forward to, whether it
be a book, a movie, a
trip or something new
to learn. Sadly, I have
now lost all but one of
my ‘band of brothers’
and miss the visits, talks,
laughs and creating new
memories while regal-
ing the old. I believe
in the adage that, as a
parent, “You are only as
happy as your unhappiest

child,” and am pleased

to report all my kids are
good people and suc-
cessful entrepreneurs: a
construction company
owner, a sole practitioner
of traditional Chinese
medicine (acupuncture,
herbal medicine, etc.) and
a professional accoun-
tant. And grandchildren
are doing well, too. It
doesn’t get any better
than that.”

Diana Titolo Alex-
ander °61 and I joined
Miles Chappell for
dinner during a Septem-
ber visit to Williamsburg.
As a professor of fine arts
in the early 1970s, Miles
was the earliest advocate
for what became the
Muscarelle Museum of
Art, named for Joseph
Muscarelle 1927 and
Margaret, which he
defended and sold as a
“laboratory for the study
of art and art history”
at William & Mary. He
looks forward to the 2024
opening of a dramatic mu-
seum renovation and ex-
pansion into a three-story
facility to house and
present the ever-grow-
ing art collection. Miles
observes that, “While
knowing it sounds like an
Olde Guarde sound bite,
the Museum embodies the
ancient Greek and Roman
concept of ‘vita brevis,
ars longa.”” Our weekend
also included time with
my grad school house-
mate and former EPA
boss Robert Huggett
’67, Ph.D. °77 and Lucy
Lawler Huggett °63 at
their home in Seaford,
Virginia.
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Class Reporter

DIANA T. ALEXANDER
10031 N. Alder Spring Drive
Oro Valley, AZ 85737
301-538-2752 (cell)
diana616062@gmail.com

I hit the jackpot again.
Thank you all!! Be sure to
read these notes online
at magazine.wm.edu/
class-notes/1961 as they
are there in full including
pictures.

Bruce Hobbs missed
the last deadline, so here
he is!! Read his entire
note online. “Roberta
Armstrong Hobbs and
I just celebrated our 60th
wedding anniversary ...
Our efforts have focused
on addressing a range of
community related social
concerns. Working with
a variety of religious
institutions and state and
local officials, we were
involved in establishing a
number of nonprofit or-
ganizations to address an
array of social problems
.... Roberta and I split our
time between our home in
Bonita Springs, Florida,
and on a lake in Belgrade
Lakes, Maine, which was
made famous by the play
and movie ‘On Golden
Pond.””

Bev Vaughan writes:
“My wife, Etta, and I
have been married for 33
years and have three sons
and five grandchildren.
Prior to retiring from
our family owned and
operated swimming pool
business in 2012, I taught
school and coached. I
started three basketball
programs on the Virgin-
ia Peninsula, one being
Christopher Newport
College (now University),
which was a branch of
the College of William &
Mary in the early days. 1
also retired as a colonel
from the U.S. Army Re-
serves. Etta and I enjoy
travel and are currently
planning an anniversary
trip to Canada. We enjoy
life and are grateful for
each day we’re given.”

Don Weissman
moved from North
Atlanta to the Augusta,
Georgia, suburb of Evans,
Georgia, to be close to
his wife’s children, etc.
and to downsize to a
home more accommodat-
ing for bad knees, hips,
etc. Email and phone are
the same. He expects to
substitute teach at the
local high school as he did
in Atlanta.

Liz Rader O°Neill
writes: “Fran McLean
and I stayed with Dottie
Nowland Gabig at
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend. Right now 1
am busy doing a lot of
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stuff and getting a chorus
ready for a Christmas
concert. Can’t believe I'm
talking about Christ-
mas!!”

Nancy Woodring
has had a busy 2023! In
February, she was diag-
nosed with stage 4 liver
cancer and was in chemo
treatment for six months.
Now it is in remission,
but she says won’t be
traveling anywhere for a
good while. All in all she’s
doing great due to great
care from oncologists and
friends.

From Kay Barchey
Ogline: “I won’t be
attending Homecom-
ing but will be there
the next weekend for
Family Weekend ... again
... as I have yet another
grandchild who is a stu-
dent. Although he lived
on campus, the past two
years he spent a lot of
time cooking with friends
who lived in Ludwell.

All T could think was
Ludwell? After all these
years ... yikes!”

Unfortunately Dan
Link didn’t attend
Homecoming this year.
He recently moved from
Oakton, Virginia, to San-
dringham, Australia, and
is now living the life of
an Aussie there with his
son David Link ’89 and
his family. He and David
traveled cross country
the middle of June, finally
ending up in Portland, Or-
egon, to visit his daughter
Kristin Link 00 and
her family. They spent
a day in Honolulu and
two days in Seoul, Korea,
before reaching Mel-
bourne on July 8. Life is
different, e.g. driving on
the left, but he is enjoying
it immensely.

Joan Costabell
Austin: “In June my
husband and I spent a
couple of weeks in Ice-
land. It was a fascinating
trip. It was a landscape
quite unlike anything I
have ever seen before. We
were fortunate to have
excellent weather. It’s an
easy place to travel. 'm
back at ‘work’ again
giving guided tours of
Kykuit, the Rockefeller
estate. Keith and I cele-
brated our 60th anniver-
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sary this summer.”

Joan and Ron Willard
did not attend Homecom-
ing, but watched the game
on Cox TV! Most home
football and some bas-
ketball are available! He
enjoys reading biogra-
phies, newspapers and
social media.

Greetings from Jim
Caserta: “After some 40
years in the same house,
my wife and I are moving
— not going far, just two
miles up the road. We
traveled a bit as well ...
bummed all over Greece,
Ireland, Switzerland
and Sicily. One of my
daughters was just issued
a U.S. copyright for one
of her designs, so I am
busy helping her with
marketing and developing
her brand. My other two
children are doctors. My
granddaughter continues
to pursue her graduate
degree in psychology,
while my grandson, a
genuine renaissance man,
is developing his business
‘wrapping’ cars while at
the same time continuing
with his modern artwork.
I met Bill Nicolai at
one of my grandson’s
showings in New York.
Bill continues to live part
time in Manhattan but
spends the summers in
his Southampton home.”

Ken Lounsbery
writes: “Memories of the
W&M Weekend in San
Francisco in June linger.
Good times spent with
Diana Titolo Alexan-
der and Joe Alexander
’60. We missed Home-
coming this year but
returned to Virginia for
a visit with our daughter
Anne Lounsbery ’88
and son-in-law John
Scaife °88. They bought
and rebuilt a vintage
house on a tributary to
the Chesapeake, their
second home while still
living in New York City.
Local grandkids occupy
our time (growing too
fast!). On the health front,
Dorcas Lounsbery
’62 fell, broke her wrist
(the left, her dominant),
which has healed but she
now faces surgery on the
same hand. I inch toward
retirement from the firm
but there always seems to

be ‘just one more case’ to
resolve.”

From Alan Brown-
feld: “Events in the
Middle East are keeping
me busy. I write a regular
column for the Wash-
ington Report on Middle
East Affairs and have just
written a special report
for Americans for Middle
East Understanding. I
was last in Italy to visit
my son Peter and my four
grandchildren there in
June. Peter represents
the U.S. Department
of Defense in Italy and
Slovenia. I will try to go
again in a few months. My
two other children,
Burke Brownfeld *04
and Ali Brownfeld
’99, live here in Alex-
andria. Ali is engaged to
be married to another
William & Mary graduate
in June. My son Burke
has two children.

“I had a nice visit a
few months ago from
Fred Bartlett °62 and
his wife, Sheri. Fred
and I were roommates
during my first year in
law school. He is a retired
Episcopal minister and
lives in San Diego.”

Paul Verkuil 61,
D.P.S.’17: “I was sorry
to miss Homecoming last
week but am planning to
be at the Richmond game
in a few weeks to catch
up on things and attend
the Public Policy board
meeting. Last spring Judy
and I were at the Jordan
wine release party in
Sonoma and met Chris-
tian Taylor ’07 and his
family. Christian is an
alum and the offensive
coordinator of our terrific
football team. It turns out
there were other alums
there who are in the wine
business too.”

Pris Edwards How-
ard: “I wanted to be sure
that our classmates know
that Bobbie Berkeley
Ukrop °61, L.H.D. °23
was awarded an Honor-
ary Doctorate of Humane
Letters! Her devotion to
the College and her com-
munity, along with Jim,
is an inspiration for all of
us! In order to commem-
orate this great honor,
her Tri Delta sisters,
Dottie Nowland Gabig,

Kathy Watson Lawler
°59, Fran McLean, Liz
O°Neill and I commis-
sioned a brick acknowl-
edging her award, which
is now on the back patio of
the Alumni House!”

Margaret Barnhart
Gunn sent in a wonderful
note about Homecoming,
which you can read in full
online: “The W&M Year
of the Arts was front and
center for many alumni
in October 2023! We
celebrated Homecoming,
reunions and dedications
of the new Arts Quarter!
On a personal note, we
enthusiastically welcomed
35th Reunion guests
to our home, Class of
1988 theatre majors: my
daughter Nancy Gunn
’88, Sheri Holman 88
and Laura Carson °88...
Hope to see everybody
soon!”

Read Alan Burger’s
full accounting of his life
since graduation in our
online notes. He has “now
been living in Germany
for 37 years, and I have
been retired for the last 19
years. Both our children
finished their schooling
here but went back to the
U.S. for college. They are
both married to Ameri-
cans, and have children
of their own. One of the
reasons we’ve stayed here
even after I retired is the
fact that Germany has a
rather good system of
medical insurance and
care, and the older one
gets, the more important
that gets. Another reason
is that we are well inte-
grated here. For example,
I’ve been singing in a lo-
cal choir for more than 25
years now, and in a gospel
choir also for about 15
years.”

Joe and I were in Wil-
liamsburg in September
and enjoyed visiting with
friends Dottie Nowland
Gabig and Jack Gabig
HON ’05, Ron Monark
and Deb, Miles Chap-
pell °60, and Marcia
Anderson Partch °65.

Next trip took us to
Newport Beach, Califor-
nia, where I got together
with sorority sister Jane
Rothgeb Sears °63.
That was amazing —
hadn’t seen each other in

61 years — seemed like it
was yesterday.
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Class Reporter
NANCY SINCLAIR HENRY
4647 Prince Trevor Drive
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(757) 221-8314
downdogstreet@cox.net

Pat Wade Temple lives
in Yakima, Washington.
She moved into a condo.
She has five grandchil-
dren. One is a psychol-
ogist; one is in medical
school; one is in NYC,
acting; one is starting a
master’s degree at Tulane
University; and the
youngest is a high school
junior.

William Primavera
wrote that he was an
art history major. After
graduation he was in
“The Common Glory” for
three months. Then he
went to NYC and got his
first job in an editorial
position with a restau-
rant trade magazine. His
second job was with a
public relations firm. He
was recruited by Culinary
Institute of America for
his third job. He was with
them for nine years. His
fourth job he branched
out on his own. He was
able to get many national-
ly known and worldwide
accounts. His compa-
ny’s headquarters is in
Westchester, New York.
He has been married to
his wife, Margaret, since
1965 and they have one
daughter and one grand-
son. THANKS, Pat and
William, for your news.

Be sure to include
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend 2024, Oct. 17-
20, on your calendar.

1963 s

Class Reporter
JUDY MURDOCK SNOOK
163 Sloan Road
Phoenixville, PA 19460
(610) 933-8094

judyann112@verizon.net

I wish I could have
come to Homecoming &
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Reunion Weekend 2023
and gathered news and
enjoyed the company of
my classmates. I hope
those that did get to
Homecoming can send me
lots of news for the next
edition.

Meanwhile in the last
William & Mary Alumni
Magazine, I mentioned
that 60 years ago we
were seniors graduating.
Now my question for you
is: what did you do after
graduation? And what are
you doing now? What do
you know from other ’63
graduates?

I continue to quilt
for others and myself. I
love to travel. Recently
I explored the Midwest
from a river cruise up
the Mississippi between
St. Louis and St. Paul.
Passing through 26 locks
was especially interesting
to see from our balcony.
River cruises are quite
a bit calmer than the
ocean cruises when I am
generally taking quilt
classes. In the past year
I've taken cruises to Mex-
ico, through the Panama
Canal, and soon will be
going up the New England
coast, which is one of my
favorite cruises.

Let me hear from you
about your adventures
and nonadventures.

1964 s

Class Reporter
GINNIE PEIRCE VOLKMAN
2400 Daphne Lane
Alexandria, VA 22306
(703) 7687546

ginnievolkman@gmail.com

Linda Jones Hall: “I
was a transfer student
who majored in classics
with the much loved Dr.
Jones (no relation). We
were commuter students
so not many people are
likely to remember us.
Itaught Latin in high
school for many years
and received a Ph.D. in
ancient history from Ohio
State when I was in my
late 50s. I taught ancient
history at St. Mary’s
College of Maryland for
16 years. My husband
William Thomas Hall

also took classes at W&M
while he was stationed at
Langley AFB. He went on
to earn several degrees
in chemical engineering.
We have three sons and
three granddaughters and
have been fortunate to
travel extensively in the
Middle East, Europe and
the U.S. My major news is
the forthcoming publi-
cation of “The Poems of
Optatian: Puzzling out
the Past in the Time of
Constantine the Great,”
Bloomsbury Academic,
2024. I previously pub-
lished “Roman Berytus:
Beirut in Late Antiqui-
ty,” Routledge, 2004, as
well as several articles,
book chapters, and re-
views. We still reside in
Southern Maryland near
Historic St. Mary’s City,
which has research links
with Jamestown.”

Dr. Kenneth Olshan-
sky: He had a reunion
with Pete Latkin and
Bunni Latkin ’66,

Joe Shapiro and his
wife, Margie, and Jim
Korman ’65 and Babs
Lewis Korman 66

in Washington, D.C. He
says, “We’ve kept in
touch with them over

the years and try to visit
yearly. A little over a year
ago, Karen and I moved
to San Rafael, California,
from Richmond, Virginia,
to be closer to our kids
and grandchildren. It’s
fortunately been an easy
transition. I’'m volun-
teering with the Marin
Medical Reserve Corps
teaching first aid, CPR,
use of AEDs and Nar-
can, which has been a
fun experience. I'm also
continuing my oil painting
which has been a relaxing
hobby. When possible 1
try to get in some fishing.
It’s hard to believe it’s
already been 60 years
since graduation. I look
back and feel fortunate to
have gone to William &
Mary.”

Dick Goodwin: “We
took a 13-day group
African wildlife tour
sponsored by William &
Mary’s Alumni Jour-
neys program through
Odysseys Unlimited.

Bad news was 78 hours
in a tube flying through
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space. Good news, we
saw Nelson Mandela’s
home, Victoria Falls, the
Big Five (lion, leopard,
black rhinoceros, African
bush elephant and Afri-
can buffalo) in a private
reserve in Victoria Falls,
Chobe National Park and
South Luangwa National
Park, the latter being the
highlight of the trip. We
spent half an hour with

a leopard walking along
the road; saw a sever-
al-week-old baby ele-
phant with its mother; 5
of 11 black rhino in a herd;
a lion kill; and THOU-
SANDS of other ani-
mals. Many animals were
literally close enough to
touch (which would have
been fatal). Exhausted,
but ready to return — a
definite bucket list trip
of a lifetime. HIGHLY
RECOMMEND!”

Bill Corley: “Angela
and I have finished most
of our long travels in
the last several years.
We both have our health
and are spending time
with our grandchildren.
We have two girls, one a
freshman in high school
and the other a seventh
grader in our daughter
Laura’s home in Indianap-
olis. Also, our son Matt
and his wife, Courtney,
have two children, a son
who is 5 years old and a
charming little 3 year girl,
also in Indy. She is our
real showboat. I'm still
working on two boards
of directors. The first is
Frontier Nursing Uni-
versity which provides
education to RNs for
advanced degrees in four
areas as nurse practi-
tioners and nurse-mid-
wives and then a
Doctorate of Nursing. My
prediction is that nurse
practitioners will become
the primary health care
providers by 2030. Sec-
ond, I was asked to serve
on the advisory board
for a new medical school
at Belmont University
in Nashville, Tennessee.
The Thomas F. Frist,

Jr. College of Medicine
has earned preliminary
accreditation from the Li-
aison Committee on Med-
ical Education, allowing
the university to begin re-

cruiting students in early
November for the inaugu-
ral class of 50, which will
matriculate in July 2024.
Dr. Frist and the dean are
focused on developing
physicians who embrace
a holistic approach to
healing in a community
of service learning. The
medical school is focused
on developing physician
leaders of character and
purpose who champion
life abundant for all peo-
ple. So you can tell, I have
continued my career in
the healthcare field after
W&M.”

Steve Mosier: “It’s
hard to believe it’s been
12 years since I retired
from University of North
Carolina at Charlotte,
where I had been vice
chancellor for research
and federal relations. I
loved every day of my
work but I haven’t missed
it for a single day since
— I 'love retirement.
Susie Spindle Mosier
’63 and I have done a lot
of traveling over those
years, both in the U.S.
and abroad, and lately
I’ve been traveling with
our daughter Cathy — we
were hiking in Scotland
this summer. Cathy is a
fifth-grade teacher here
in the Charlotte area and
our son Roger is chief of
park operations at New
York’s Central Park. We
have four grandchildren.
Cathy’s children are
grown: Ben is in the Navy,
stationed in Spain, and
Aurora is an accountant
and just delivered our
first great-granddaughter
last month. Roger’s two
daughters are younger,
12 and 13. I spend a lot of
time on my bicycle, riding
a couple thousand miles
each year. My cycling
group rode through
Williamsburg last year
on a ride from Wilming-
ton, North Carolina, to
Richmond, Virginia, and
next spring we’re going to
ride from Wilmington to
Fredericksburg, Virginia.
Susie and I see Milton
Reigelman and Sandy
Reigelman from time to
time and visited them in
Danville, Kentucky, last
fall. They’re doing well
and also traveling a lot.”

Dick Korns ’68: Dick,
a former teacher and
assistant football coach
at Alexandria’s T.C. Wil-
liams High School, was
recently inducted into the
Alexandria Public High
School Athletic Hall of
Fame. He was inducted
as an assistant coach for
the 1984 State Football
Championship T.C. Wil-
liams Titans team. The
team was undefeated and
outscored their oppo-
nents by a total of 404
to 42 over the season.
Submitted by Dick Korns’
football teammate Jerry
File °61.

Our 60th Class Re-
union is coming up in the
fall during Homecoming.
T hope you will plan to
come. Carol Evans, our
class representative on
the Olde Guarde Council,
is looking for volunteers
to help plan along with
support from the W&M
Alumni Association. You
can call her at 757-945-
2947. Let’s all come to
celebrate together.

1965 %

Class Reporters
GINNY BLOUNT FLUET
300 Westminster Canterbury
Drive, Apt. 440
Winchester, VA 22603
vfluet@icloud.com

BARBARA WAMPLER
MELBY
12774 Indian Trail Road
Broadway, VA 22185

swampfrog1@gmail.com

80 And Still Going
Strong!!

“Relaxing and enjoy-
able,” says Becky Ruffin
Collins, who celebrated
at the family vacation
home in Basye, Virginia,
with her two stepdaugh-
ters and families. Becky
visited Libby Gebhart
Cottingham and her son
in Atlanta, spent a couple
of days in Williamsburg,
and then traveled to
Winchester, Virginia, for
some bluegrass music.

“Never been there; now
is the time” for Diane
Rassiga Clark to cel-
ebrate in Santa Fe, New
Mexico. In October, Diane
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traveled to Churchill,
Canada, for some dog
sledding, and she spent
New Year’s Eve floating
down the Nile in Egypt.

“Party On!” says Tril-
by Busch. Celebration
#1: Toronto, Ontario,
with her daughter and
granddaughter in July on
a three-masted schooner.
Celebration #2: her home
in Duluth, Minnesota.
Celebration #3: birthday
party in Pittsburgh with
her high school class.

“80 Years Loved” read
the poster made for Judy
Pollard Harned by her
two daughters. It was a
wonderful party and re-
union. She and Dave live
in Richmond, Virginia,
and are active in church,
enjoy music of the ’50s
and ’60s, and as always,
love their time at their
Rappahannock River
House ... especially with
family.

“I turned 80 last

vear!” confesses Bonnie
Cheshire Greenwalt,
and she’s still going
strong as a real estate
agent in Martinsville,
Virginia. She’s busy with
book club, garden club,
card club and spinning.
She continues to adjust to
the loss of her husband,
Frank; his memorial ser-
vice was held in April.

“Best present ever!”
says Joe Anne Smith
Erickson of the birthday
surprise visit by her
2-month-old great-grand-
baby, Cam, who was ac-
companied by other fam-
ily members. Joe Anne
goes to fitness classes five
days a week, hikes when
it’s cool and volunteers
at a foster care review
board. She and Dave live
in Tucson, Arizona, and
have two children, two
grandchildren and Cam!

“It was a blast” on
an island in Casco Bay,
Maine. Barb Wampler
Melby’s family gathered
there over Labor Day
Weekend (isn’t Labor Day
a fitting day to be born?).
They had a house on the
water, lobster in the pot
and wine in the cooler.
‘Wamp still has her hus-
band, Tom, three daugh-
ters, five granddaughters,
volunteer work and a new
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mantra: “80 sounds old
until you’re 80!”

“How special and
meaningful,” says Ann
Meade Baskervill
Simpson of her multiple
celebrations with family
during the annual Beach
Week visits with Barb
Melby and then with Pam
Brown Michael. Ann
Meade had her best year
in her 45-year real estate
career. She continues
to be very active at the
College, has four sup-
portive children and their
families, and always has a
ball with her W&M family
in Williamsburg.

“We’re spending our
80th year partying as
much as possible!” No
exaggeration from Ginny
Blount Fluet and Joe
Fluet: a month in Maine,
a cruise in October to
Athens, Israel, Turkey,
Egypt and Jordan, a week
in St. Martin in a villa
they rented, and later
invited five other couples
(Barb and Tom sneaked in
on that one). To round out
Birthday Year, their two
children are taking them
on a cruise next spring.
Gin and Joe have seven
grandchildren. Gin plays
duplicate bridge, paints
and sings in a community
chorus. She also volun-
teers with the healing
ministry that she started
at her church.

“Great Fun.” Diane
Bright Manning and
Larry’s 80th were cele-
brated on their farm in
Middleburg, Virginia.
Hosted by their daughter
and her family, the party
consisted of BBQ), blue-
grass, friends and family.

“A Year of Celebration!”
... some small, some large,
for Suzanne Frayser.
Small with friends, and
large with two trips to
Japan. She’s keeping busy
with re-learning French,
re-learning the accordion,
volunteering and enjoying
the wonders of living in
Hilo, Hawaii.

Sally Wells Quigley
continues to live in Rich-
mond, Virginia, where
she, too, is adjusting to
the loss of her husband.
She enjoys working in
her garden and walking
in her neighborhood. Her

family is spread out in
the Boston area, Cape

Cod, Belgium and New
Zealand.

And then this blow:

‘I don’t turn 80 until
next year,” says Patsy
Canady Buchanan.
However, in September,
her Hampton High School
classmates had a birthday
bash with folks from near
and far to warm up for
her Big One! We’re wait-
ing for you, Patsy!!!

We received a nice
“Thank you” from Joyce
Hoskins Walk. And we
thank all of you who re-
sponded to our call. Con-
grats to all of us who are
80, and welcome to those
who will soon join us.
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Class Reporter
SHARON COSMINSKY
KERN
400 Avinger Lane, Apt. 812
Davidson, NC 28036
sharonekern@gmail.com

As I'm writing this we are
on the verge of our 80s.
You definitely pick up
speed when you are “over
the hill.”

Just missing the last
deadline, Phil Marstill-
er wrote that he and Anne
are downsizing but still
living in Middleburg, Vir-
ginia, and remain active
in the equestrian world.
They had two getaway
trips planned for Kiawah
Island, South Carolina,
one to celebrate birthdays
and one to get away from
Middleburg in February.
Their son, Ward, has a
daughter at William &
Mary spending her last
semester in Barcelona,
and a son, Spence, has
children in an internation-
al school in Denver where
all schooling is done in a
foreign language. Educa-
tion styles have definitely
changed.

Always love stories of
the COOTSs (Chi Omega on
Tour) and this year Carol
Boysen, Susan Embrey
Coleman, Judy Hein
Harrell and Mary Ellen
Downing Gordon-Scud-
der traveled to Maine,
mostly on the coastal part

of the state. Upon their
return they learned that
fellow member Sandie
Odum Glennie had lost
her cancer battle. Sandie
was salutatorian of our
class and worked for an
aerospace company in
California. She met her
husband, Larry, while
working on the first probe
NASA sent to Venus. Now
that sounds a lot more
amazing than a blind date
to a PiKa party!

A rare note from Gail
Morgan with news. She
has moved from northern
Virginia to Johns Island,
South Carolina, near her
daughter. The community
is on a small lake with a
wide range of ages and
lots of dog parades to
watch from her porch.

Woody Caine retired
from teaching but con-
tinues with his Vietnam
War Experience talks at
Patriots Point Naval &
Maritime Museum in Mt.
Pleasant, South Carolina,
where he had infantry-
men, aviator POWs, and
survivors from the U.S.S.
Mansfield. Elaine is very
involved in the music
scene in Charleston.

Gene Griffin and Bet-
ty Bishop Griffin 67,
M.A.Ed. *73 are busy
with grandchildren in
Richmond and Arlington,
Virginia. At Homecoming,
Betty visited Hank and
Charlotte Elder Mar-
riott °64 and Dickey
Barron Sopchak ’67.

Bob Sigafoes has been
rehabbing in San Diego
after being T-boned and
having his car flip over
four times! Seat belts do
make a difference and
he is back to walking his
beagle on the beach.

Keith Taylor and Car-
ol Taylor HON °14 have
moved to Williamsburg
Landing, a continuing care
retirement community
that actually puts them
closer to campus.

Wilford Kale’s daugh-
ter, Anne-Evan Williams
(the granddaughter of
Dean J. Wilfred Lam-
bert °27, L.H.D. °81) is
headmaster of Wasatch
Academy, a grades 8-12
boarding school in Mt.
Pleasant, Utah. Wilford
writes three to four

stories a week for the
Virginia Gazette, including
a book column “Kale on
Books.”

Joy Cheatham Sibley
caught up with Mary
Baker in Ellicott City,
Maryland, for lunch and
catching up. She also
met Alpha Chis from 67
Charlie White Hurst
and Ann Clark Wom-
eldorf while visiting Wil-
liamsburg. Joy’s grand-
daughter graduated from
Duquesne University and
has a job, car and apart-
ment — sounds great.

Kay Farmer Hunley
lives in Maryland with her
family, and now that she
is retired from the Red
Cross, she enjoys working
in her yard and gardens.
She still enjoys playing
the piano at all hours of
the day.

Donna Province Grill
has been traveling since
retiring — last year to The
Netherlands, Switzerland,
a South African safari,
Italy and Spain cruise,
Holiday Markets on the
Rhine, London and the
Cotswolds, Scotland,
Scandinavia and the Bal-
kans, and Sicily, and she
has five trips scheduled
for 2024.

Mary Ellen Coleman
Culp had a positive report
on Clyde Culp ’65. He
had reverse shoulder
replacement with many
months of rehab. One
down and now the other
shoulder is on track for
replacement next year.

Jake Smith °66, J.D.
74 and Ginger Graef
Smith 69, M.Ed. °74 are
staying put in Poquoson,
Virginia, near grandchil-
dren activities. Ginger and
their daughters were in-
volved in the Chi O 100th
celebration at the College
and Jake was put to work
spiffying up the sorority
house. Jake reported a
somber Sunset Ceremony
at Homecoming & Re-
union Weekend this year
as more and more of our
friends are remembered.
“The torrential downpour
as the ceremony ended
seemed to be tears from
above of those who are
missing our reunion.”

At the June Assem-
bly, Virginia Lutherans
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(ELCA) elected the first
woman of color as Bishop
of the Synod of Virginia
and Carlton Hardy ’66,
M.Ed. ’67 was elected
to a second term on the
Synod Council as the
first LGBTQIA represen-
tative. Carlton went to
West Virginia for an open
house for artist Robert
Singleton, a friend and
Williamsburg native.

Pat Walsh and Mar-
garet Conn Walsh were
with Mary Kay and Walt
Wenk touring the Amalfi
Coast and Greek Isles.
Walt and Mary Kay went
to Paris to see the Long-
wood (Mary Kay’s alma
mater) basketball team
play two games vs. the
Paris All-Stars. Longwood
won by 100 points. Walt
and Mary Kay met Jim
Korman ’65 and Babs
Lewis Korman on a 10-
day cruise from Montreal
to New York.

Sandy and Keith Dau-
er were in Williamsburg
after going to Sandy’s
Indiana State homecom-
ing. Sandy and Keith have
given grants to both alma
maters for the history
department student travel
program and met with
the history department
professors and attended
several classes at both
schools.

Nancy Combs Maf-
fett saw a granddaughter
graduate in Seattle and
a local granddaughter is
living with Nancy while
in college. She is keeping
up her COVID-19-era
monthly Zoom visits with
four W&M friends. Nancy
writes that family, friends,
reading and singing in the
church choir bless her life
in its quieter season —
well said.

Boyd and Pat Adams
Clark bought a camper
during the pandemic and
are enjoying national and
state parks in Colorado,
Utah, New Mexico and
Arizona. On their October
adventure they went to
Utah and saw the annular
solar eclipse “ring of fire.”
They have plans for the
next one in April. Visiting
family takes them to Port-
land to see their son and
family, and their daughter
and her husband can work

remotely and decided
to do that part time in
Hawaii, so another visit
was made.

Elaine Neam Starace
and Ed took a two-week
tour of Portugal and spend
lots of time with their 18
grandchildren and eight
children with golf games
worked in occasionally.

Lalie Forman Eskay’s
grandsons had successful
soccer careers at W&M
and William Eskay 18
plays for the Newtown
Pride team in Connecticut,
which won a $1 mil-
lion prize in the Soccer
Tournament in Cary,
North Carolina. Louise
Callahan Chambers
’67 and her daughter live
part time with Lalie on
an unfarmed farm next
to Lalie’s son, Bo Eskay
’88 and his wife, Jackie
Eskay °88.

Maureen and Vie Bary
just did an 18-day tour of
Malta and Sicily.

Marilyn and Dan Nase
are back in the prisons
of North Florida and are
shipping Spanish Study
Bibles. Dan conducts
weekly Spanish services
in the three prisons near
Tallahassee, and he and
Marilyn also teach at a
women’s facility weekly.

I am currently awaiting
a “repositioning” visit
from Pete Nance and
Judy Poarch Nance
’69 as they go from New
York to Florida and pass
my way on their trip! I
continue to be glad we
moved to our retirement
community two-and-a-half
years ago. Dick Kern *64
is now in health care here
and the care is outstand-
ing. Do I like our current
situation — no — but
we have a great commu-
nity to support us, and I
have Amazing Meg, my
two-and-a-half-year-old
mini-poodle. She thinks I
hung the moon, but maybe
it’s the other way around.

1967 %

Class Reporter
ROGER HALL
P.O. Box 1404
Ashland, KY 41105
CommishRWH@gmail.com
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1968 s

Class Reporter
SANDRA ABICHT
SIMMERMON
1145 Rockbridge Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23508

Sandra.Simmermon@gmail.com

It was great to see and visit
with many of our class
attending Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend and
our 55th Reunion. The
many hours that Bruce
Oliver and Kathy Burge
Callaway spent planning,
contacting class members
and working with the
College to make sure our
reunion went smoothly
paid off. The Class of 1968
set a record for the number
of attendees at a 55th Re-
union. We are so fortunate
that Bruce and Kathy are
at the helm of our class.
The good news is that
Greg Jennings was able
to attend our 55th and
did not look the worse for
what he had been through
in the last year. The bad
news is what Greg went
through with Hurricane
Ian on Sept. 28, 2022,
in Sanibel, Florida, a
barrier island destroyed
by the storm. Greg wrote,
“We had a three-story
single-family home on
stilts. The ground floor
level garage was unfinished
and built to blow away to
reduce the impact of the
12-foot surge on the entire
home. It worked. It blew
away. The doors of our
four-door garage were
destroyed. The entire back
walls and windows and
the back eight-foot panels
of the side walls were
swept away as well, as
was almost everything in
the garage, including two
automobiles. The island
had no bridge to enter it.
It had no infrastructure.
No electric, no water, no
post office, no mailboxes,
no retail, no banks, no
doctors, no restaurants;
only debris-strewn streets
and yards. We arrived in
southwest Florida shortly
after W&M Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend 2022.
Luckily, we had an unfur-
nished efficiency about
two miles from the island.

For the first eight days or
so I secured passage for
$250 per day on a small
boat. It would drop me off
in the Gulf of Mexico, and
I would wade in to assess
the damage and begin the
cleanup of our home and
property. Miraculously, by
mid-October the bridge
was opened for vehicles.
By Jan. 7, 2023, we had
garage doors, water,
electricity, a new metal
roof and heating and air
conditioning. By May 10,
2023, we completed the
work on our home, sold it
and moved to Shell Point, a
continuing care retirement
community. We kept our
home near Crested Butte,
Colorado, for summer
hiking and winter skiing.” I
hope Greg will not have to
contend with wildfires in
Colorado.

Unfortunately, Robin
Russell Gaiser was not
able to attend our 55th
due to long COVID-19.

She states, “I think I have
seen every specialist

there is and have gotten
CT scanned and x-rayed
and MRI-ed, tested for
cognitive issues and given
breathing tests; I have to
say I have gotten excel-
lent care despite the docs
merely taking stabs at
treating symptoms. Fingers
crossed for improvement
and a return to myself.
take classes via University
of North Carolina at Ashe-
ville in the Great Smokies
‘Writing Program. I am
putting together a third
book, a collection of my
writing in various genres. I
had lunch in April with the
Thetas at Biltmore Estate,
when they were in town
for their annual get-togeth-
er. Judy Stratton Shay
(also a high school friend)
generously invited me to
join her and then everyone
decided to join in. We did a
lot of catching up. What a
lovely group they are!”

Sandra Lynne Smith
wrote: “Ten Thetas from
our class met in April at
the Biltmore Estate for
four days to reconnect and
tour the Asheville area.
‘We have had many Theta
gatherings over the years.
I have lived in Greenville,
South Carolina, for 53
years, moving here after

my husband finished phar-
macy school at Georgia.
My husband, Andy, and I
have raised three sons and
have six grandchildren. We
have a small condo on Lake
Keowee, South Carolina,
where we spend time
when not attending the
grandchildren’s sporting
activities and enjoy our
retirement boating. We
found Jo Donato Steffes
living on Keowee and
socialize when we can with
her.”

Happy New Year!
Resolution No. 1: Send an
update for our class news!

1969 &

Class Reporter
WIN WHITEHURST ’69,
M.ED. '72
2206 Raymond Avenue
Henrico, VA 23228

winwhitehurst@yahoo.com

Dear Friends:

It was good to see a
few from our class at
Homecoming & Reunion
‘Weekend, but wish there
had been many more.
Some locals were at the
parade (the first one in
four years!), including Ron
Stewart >70 and Susie
Smith Stewart °69,
M.A.Ed. 72 and Tim
McPherson and Karen
Arnold McPherson.
Jim Taylor and Ronnee
Repka Taylor led the pa-
rade with the contingent of
Olde Guarde. As Jim told
me, “They have us lead so
that we can set the pace
and don’t have to keep up!”

On Saturday, Ginger
Graef Smith °69, M.Ed.
74, Janet Ackroyd
Ellis, Linda Freeman
Holmes and Sharon
Reeder McCarthy all
were at the pre-game
tailgates, and Toni Biordi
’69, M.Ed. *72, Ellen
Cooper Mathena and
Jan Ernstmeyer Brodie
and I had dinner with our
various spouses, includ-
ing Glenn Brodie *66,
M.Ed. ’68 and also Les
Smith °65, J.D. >71, but
otherwise I didn’t see
anyone else.

Next year we will be cel-
ebrating 55 years (yikes!)
and will have a class
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dinner — I think on Friday
night — so hope you will
plan to be in Williamsburg
that weekend to celebrate
with us.

Sadly, news from our
classmates is sparse,
except for obituaries. We
lost another classmates
this year: Mary Mar-
garet Pastore Dolph
was an English major
who was a substitute
teacher in Norfolk for 40
years, while raising four
children. She apparently
retired to Williamsburg
with her husband Cyrus
Dolph M.L.T. ’77. Our
condolences to her family
and her Alpha Chi Omega
sisters.

I continue to stay busy
in the garden and am
learning to paint. Milton
and I travel as we can,
but mostly to close by
locations.

Now, seriously friends,
send me information. By
the time you read this it
will be January 2024.
Make a resolution to send
me an email or card or
even a letter (remember
those?) and let us all know
what you are doing.

Also, Resolution No. 2
needs to be to come to our
55th during Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend 2024,
Oct 17-20. Keep an eye out
for the announcement. We
want to see you back.

Go Tribe!!

1970 s

Class Reporter
RANDY PEARSON
VAN DAM
215 Myrtle Street
Haworth, NJ 07641
rpvd921@yahoo.com

Please visit magazine.
wm.edu/class-notes/1970
for the latest column.

1971 %

Class Reporters
LYNN GREENWOOD
FRISCIA '71, M.S. '74 &
JIM FRISCIA
frisciaZ 1@aol.com

This past weekend was
Homecoming & Reunion

WINTER 2024

Weekend at the College.
It looks like there were
only about 20 class-
mates registered for

the organized activities.
We enlisted Kathleen
Hawks Walker to give
us her firsthand review.
Kathleen and Bobby
Walker *70 saw Glenn
Close ’74, D.A. 89,
HLF. ’19 riding in the pa-
rade on Friday afternoon.
Saturday morning they
attended the Presidential
Conversation, in which
President Rowe spoke
with Close. Kathleen
said that Ms. Close was
“very warm, friendly

and articulate and even
brought her dog on
stage.” Close spoke about
her time at the College
and answered questions
from the audience. In the
afternoon, Kathleen and
Bobby attended a tailgate
hosted by George Nance
’69 and then went to

the football game. They
said “It was a perfect fall
day, windy but no rain.”
Unfortunately, W&M lost
to Towson. The Walkers
spent time with class-
mates Jeryl Mumpower
and Odie “Bill” Smith
as well as Allen “JAG”
Grant ’72 and his wife,
Phoenix. Thank you,
Kathleen.

We heard from Hal
Hardaway several times
over the last few months.
Here is what he had to
say: “I'm Hal Hardaway
’71. ’'m lucky to live about
a block from campus.
Moved to Williamsburg
from Alexandria, Virgin-
ia, 3.5 years ago. One of
the best things I ever did.

“Better quality of
life, more pleasant, less
expensive and more to
do, which many find hard
to believe. Multiple free
concerts each week, etc.
Moving to a college town
and tourist destination
was a no-brainer, but it’s
better than I anticipated.
Was in the Navy for 30
years after college, start-
ing in Vietnam. Posted in
six countries and visited
countless more; what an
experience.

“I'm less than two
blocks from the stadium.
The football team was
practicing at 6:30 this

morning as I was walking
to Wawa for coffee. Am
aregular at Green Leafe,
which was the Colonial
Restaurant when we were
there.”

Maritta “Muffy”
Vreeland, a Jefferson
resident freshman year,
contacted us recently.
The last time we saw
her was many years ago
at the home of Cary
Kennedy at his annual
Homecoming open house.
Maritta was one of only a
few classmates from Cali-
fornia; she left California
for good in 1977 and has
lived all over the country
since then. She sent
this recent update. “My
partner, Dave, and I spent
nine weeks in Europe this
summer (mostly in Poland
and Greece) followed by
a return on the Queen
Mary, which is now our
favorite ship. I don’t think
Walt Stowe °71, J.D.
74 would mind shar-
ing that we had a great
dinner recently. We had
lots of stories to share:
from our respective trips
to Israel pre-COVID-19
and our respective Alaska
cruises post-pandemic
... not to mention all our
respective European
adventures along the way
over the years.” We hope
to catch up with Maritta
this winter in Florida.

Jim had a long fol-
low-up conversation with
Loring “Doc” Black. He
has returned to his roots
in rural upstate New York
and seems content with
life without the hassles of
city or suburban life.

Since the fires in Maui,
Jim had an email con-
versation with Streams
Paramananda, formerly
known as Jack Peterka.
He lives upwind of the
fires and was spared the
physical devastation but
said it will take much
time for the island to re-
cover. We wish Streams
and his Maui Ohana a
speedy recovery.

On a personal note,
Jim’s “old man” 65-and-
over tennis team qualified
for the USTA Nationals
to be held in Surprise, Ar-
izona, in February. Teams
from all over the U.S. will
be competing to see who

is the last man standing.

The W&M Alumni
Association has changed
the online access to the
alumni directory to re-
flect current privacy laws.
Only registered members
are listed which results
in a very limited base. In
order to be a useful tool,
we need more registrants.
If so inclined, please take
a minute and register at
myl693.com.

Stay safe and healthy.
Please write with your
life stories and updates.

1972 s

Class Reporter
PEGGY CORSO GOULD
13906 Edgecomb Court
Centreville, VA 20120
dbgould@starpower.net

Fall is fast approaching.
The colors are beauti-

ful and pumpkins are
everywhere. I hope you
are well. Our news is very
short, so if you've done
anything interesting or
vacationed in an amazing
spot, or if you just want
to connect with your
college friends, we would
love to hear from you.

Dave Ashbaugh °73
and his wife, Sherry,
traveled through the
Shenandoah Valley in
June on their way to visit
family, and they stopped
in Bridgewater, Virginia,
to see Doris Kidwell-
Jerome and her hus-
band, Bob. Dave planned
to close his law office and
retire in July 2023. His
practice is located on the
famous Route 66 where
it passes through Tulsa,
Oklahoma. He and Sherry
have a son and daughter
living in the Tulsa area
and another daughter
and two grandchildren
in Philadelphia. Doris is
enjoying retirement after
her career as an elemen-
tary school counselor.

I retired in June after
working in the Fairfax
County Public Schools in
Virginia for 15 years and
am still in the process of
figuring out what retire-
ment will look like. Our
daughter just got married
and I describe her wed-

ding as lovely and lively!
So much fun!

That’s all the news we
have for now. Remember,
it’s always nice to hear
from you!

Peggy

1973

Class Reporter
JAY A. GSELL
319 Washington Avenue
Batavia, NY 14020
jaygsell@yahoo.com

Classmates — Legacies!
— We have had a great
2023 W&M Traditions
Weekend experience.
While the chaos in the
Middle East, Ukraine
and the 118th Congress
continue ad nauseum,
we came, saw and con-
quered in April, and by
all accounts a number
of you spent this past
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend walking with
the Olde Guarde for the
first time in the parade
led by Glenn Close °74,
D.A.’89, H.F.’19.
John A. Gibney °73,
HON J.D. ’19, a member
of the judiciary in the
Fourth Circuit Judicial
Court of Appeals in
the Eastern District of
Virginia, was awarded the
American Inns of Court
Professionalism award.
Described as a “lawyers’
judge” with extensive fed-
eral litigation experience
while in private practice
before he stepped to the
court in 2010 courtesy
of President Obama,
John put his law degree
from “that other Virginia
university” to good use in
a multisided legal career
in Richmond, includ-
ing a stint as assistant
attorney general for
the Commonwealth. He
has been an adjunct law
faculty member both at
W&M and University of
Richmond School of Law.
As part of his journey,
John has been very can-
did about his battle with
alcohol and thus became
a mentor to other attor-
neys fighting the same
pressure and disease; his
road to recovery start-
ed in 1989. Bravo John!
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The Pennsylvania native,
whose family included

a few too many “steel
town” drinkers, is now

in senior status on the
bench and he gets to pick
his cases carefully so he
can fully immerse himself
in the details. Interest-
ingly his first crutch

of choice was 69-cent

six packs of Ballantine,
which was also the prime
beer sponsor of baseball
and Ballantine New York
Yankees in the ’60s.

Our own Carolyn
“Biddy” Martin °73,
L.H.D. ’12 was the
featured speaker at W&M
Opening Convocation on
Aug. 30, marking the first
day of the new academic
year. Carolyn has been
an academic leader at
Cornell, University of
Wisconsin-Madison and
Ambherst College, where
she was named the first
female president in 2011
and served for more than
a decade. She told the as-
sembled students, “You’re
giving all of us the gift
of another generation of
young people with the
qualities of mind and
heart and spirit, and the
talent to build a better
future.” The Lynchburg,
Virginia, native and Phi
Beta Kappa member also
has advanced degrees
from Middlebury College
(the Mainz, Germany,
campus) and her Ph.D.
from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.

For those who didn’t
catch up with Phil
Marshall back in April
at Traditions Weekend
events, the intrepid
climber/rappeler and cold
weather aficionado is
ensconced in Fairbanks,
Alaska, with his wife,
Jan. Phil ventures forth in
the Alaskan and Canadian
terrain, leading Nordic
skiing /backcountry tours.

Back in the “lower
48,” Vernon Michael
Dechastaigne Craig,
film director, writer and
producer, authored a new
tome — “The Unusual
Cure and Untold Story
of Dr. John Langone, Dr.
of Psychiatry,” a fictional
romance. Vernon’s last
known port of call was
Newport, Rhode Island.

Sticking to the author
motif, Steven Noll
74 at University of Flor-
ida is a major contributor
to Florida Humanities’
50th anniversary celebra-
tion project, a book called
“Once Upon A Time In
Florida: Stories of Life in
the Land of Promises,”
with articles from Forum
magazine. Steve has a
cameo in the YouTube
video announcing the
project’s release.

A number of our
classmates attended the
three days of Homecom-
ing & Reunion festivities,
during which W&M lost
to Towson. They includ-
ed David Knight at the
annual tailgate hosted by
Joe Montgomery 74 at
Zable Stadium, Nan-
cy Rowland with the
Olde Guarde crew in the
parade, Barb Bounds
Brown, Paul Geczy
(who sent a pic of John
Kloster’s brick at the
Alumni House), Ben
Joyce °73, M.B.A.
°79, Patricia Bald-
win, Mary Mann
Smith, Becky Deans
Crews, Tom Flesher
(the pipe organ aficio-
nado), Libby Fraser
Hixon, Joanie Wachter
and Bruce Wachter.

James Onderdonk
’69 and our classmate
Mary Timmins gathered
alumni and friends during
Homecoming for their
annual Bon Odori near
the Crim Dell in honor
of departed friends and
classmates who were part
of their W&M experience.

Susan Beck
Folkins, while in Italy,
had a stairwell accident
that required special
transit considerations
back to the Orlando,
Florida, area. She is
making a slow but steady
recovery.

Steve Lancashire is
in the Charlotte, North
Carolina, area. His
wife, Kathy Kerr
Lancashire °71, passed
away in April 2020. The
couple met at the Crim
Dell Bridge, which in
part has motivated Steve
to create some stunning
images of the Crim Dell,
Wren Building, Sunken
Garden and Old Campus.
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D.A. Ridgely, the
unofficial conscience
of our “boomer” class,
escaped the clutches of
Gov. Abbott in Dallas,
Texas, and has moved
back east to Arlington,
Virginia, where he is still
getting used to the new
time zone.

160 of us are still
connected to the private
W&M ’73 Facebook group
the four Class Divas de-
veloped to near perfec-
tion. Sadly, in addition to
John Kloster, Clement
“Clem” Brown III
(Williamsburg), David
S. Peterson (Florida)
and Emma Lou Talbert
Savage (Chesapeake,
Virginia) are now part of
the heavenly firmament.

Be well, be safe; hug
your family and loved
ones and get more cannon
fodder for the W&M
Alumni Magazine’s next
musings of yours truly.

1974

Class Reporter
MARY MILEY THEOBALD
‘74, M.A. '80
5 Countryside Court
Richmond, VA 23229
mmtheobald@gmail.com
marymileytheobald.com

After retiring from the
Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation as director of
Teacher Institute, Lisa
Liberati Heuvel °75,
M.A.’05, Ed.D. ’11 con-
tinued in education as an
adjunct faculty member
at Christopher Newport
University and in the
spring ’23 semester at
William & Mary’s School
of Education. “Teaching
and writing keep me busy
and life definitely centers
around my family and
friends,” she says. The
Heuvels must be going
for the record for number
of W&M degrees in one
family: Lisa has three, as
does her son Sean M.
Heuvel 02, M.Ed. °05,
Ph.D. °15. Her daughter-
in-law Katey Heuvel 02
has one also. Can anyone
beat that number? (By
the way, if you haven’t
noticed, the College has a
new suffix designation —

a P with a graduation year
— they are using behind
the names of alumni to
indicate the parent of
a graduate. They are
not yet using it in Class
Notes, however.)
Cornell Christian-
son, the writer and pro-
ducer of the off-Broad-
way musical “Marilyn
Exposed,” writes, “We
auditioned 50 actresses
over four days; at last,
the 51st one who walked
in was our Marilyn
Monroe.” His murder-
mystery play will open in
the spring of 2024 when
off-Broadway is expected
to be back in full glory.
Jim Theobald and I are
thinking about a New York
theater trip next year
— we’ll definitely keep
Marilyn in mind.
Stephanie Bennig-
hof and Terry Deer re-
turned to Williamsburg
in June 2023 after a
50-year absence from
Virginia. “You can thank
Hurricane Ian that you’re
hearing from me now!”
writes Terry. “Steffie and
I have been in Florida
since the mid-’80s, she
as a high school English
and history teacher, and
I as a children’s librarian
and storyteller. (That
theater degree wasn’t a
total waste!) We’re both
retired now, and until
last September we were
living in what was my
parents’ retirement home
on the St. Johns River.
Then came Ian. The
house flooded, and for the
past seven months we’ve
been shifting lodgings
from one friend’s home
to another as we work to
clean out whatever can
be salvaged. We’re almost
there, and dear friends in
Williamsburg are allowing
us to rent a house from
them while we catch our
breath and wait for the
property to sell. It has
been a strange experience,
and [ wouldn’t wish it on
anyone, but it has taught
us that we can survive and
even thrive in adversity,
with God’s help. It’s excit-
ing and scary to be coming
home to Tidewater. I
know there will be many
changes, but I hope we
still recognize the campus

and restored area.”

I’'m sad to report the
death of Dr. Frank
Bruni, known to all as
Rusty. A powerhouse on
the W&M swim team,
Rusty will be greatly
missed by his Kappa
Sigma brothers, his
many W&M friends, and
his patients. He was my
children’s and my dentist
for decades, until he
retired five years ago.
During retirement, Rusty
enjoyed golf and served as
a volunteer swim coach
at Collegiate, a Richmond
high school. Survivors
include his wife, Nancy
Long Bruni ’76, their
son, Ben, and their little
granddaughter, Nell.

Next spring is our
50th reunion, part of an
event William & Mary
calls Traditions Week-
end, and it’s our last big
blowout before we join the
ranks of the Olde Guarde.
Save the date: April 19-21,
2024. If you haven’t made
it to a reunion in a while
— or ever — this one will
be worth all the effort.

1975

Class Reporter
LEANNE DORMAN
KURLAND
1901 Grove Avenue
Richmond, VA 23220
(847) 533-4084 [cell)
leannekurland@gmail.com

Bill Smyth, our senior
class vice president,
returned to campus last
spring for his annual vis-
it, together with Dicky
Rhyne *76. They were
caretakers in residence
at the Wesley Founda-
tion. Bill gave a hugely
impressive review of the
College’s many current
achievements — No. 1 for
internships among public
universities; No. 4 for
study abroad participa-
tion; majors and minors
now numbering over 115;
and many more facts
were on his long list of
W&M academic accom-
plishments. Bill’s enthusi-
asm for alma mater “rings
far and near!”

Crystel Orndoff
Kurtzberg retired last
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year from the CIA and
has moved to Ashburn,
Virginia. When not busy
with lots of fun activities
in her over-55 communi-
ty, she spends time visit-
ing with friends and her
son, daughter-in-law and
granddaughter. Retire-
ment agrees with her!

Lynn Dillon sent news
of the wonderful Kappa
Kappa Gamma Centennial
celebration last April.
The weekend was a
great success with tours,
dinners, special Swem
exhibit and more. In
attendance: Pat Fergu-
son Watkinson, Lynne
Shackelford, Elaine
Justice, Mary Lou Gi-
ermak Nexsen, Connie
Warren Desaulniers,
Cathy Wilson, Car-
mella Maurizi Blad-
ergroen, Pat Williams
Houtz and Leslie Scent
Knicely. Apologies
again, Lynn, that I did not
get Bill’s, Crystal’s and
your submission in the
fall issue.

Sending news for the
first time (thanks, Jad!),
Jad Kanchanalak
Davis, with husband
Craig Davis *74, live in
Northampton, Massachu-
setts. Jad retired from
Smith College’s alum-
nae affairs office about
five years ago. They are
considering retiring to
Williamsburg and would
love to hear thoughts
from classmates who
have made that move
(jaddaviss@smith.edu).
She makes regular trips
to Bangkok to visit family
and to northern Europe
with Craig, who teaches
Medieval Nordic studies/
Icelandic sagas.

Barb Ramsey re-
ceived the prestigious
W&M 2023 Prentis
Award, given annually to
a Williamsburg resident,
honoring strong civic
involvement and sup-
port of William & Mary.
Also, Jean Berger
Estes, Marilyn Ward
Midyette and Karen
Kennedy Schultz and
Gene Schultz joined
Barb at her home, hosting
a group of Global Re-
search Institute summer
fellows. It was an impres-
sive group of students and

WINTER 2024

faculty who have traveled
to all parts of the world
doing research on topics
of national interest.

Nancy Gatschet is
happily retired after 38
years in banking. Having
completed her term as
president of La Jolla
Golden Triangle Rotary
Club, she does volunteer
and board service for a
several nonprofits focus-
ing on cancer, critters,
music for kids and finan-
cial literacy for survivors
of human trafficking. She
gets together in person
with suitemates from Du-
pont and Jefferson, joins
her Pi Phi sisters on regu-
lar Zoom chats and visits
with precious grandkids
as often as possible.

Joe Masterson sends
news of Greg Green-
way’s continued success
in the folk music world
with release of his latest
album, “Between Hello
and Goodbye,” awarded
“most played album” on
folk radio in April 2023
with three of his songs in
the top 10. Joe, his wife,
Lydia Spindle Mas-
terson ’78, and Gates
Parker got together with
Greg recently and all
encourage checking out
Greg’s website. Joe also
sees golf buddies Jack
Blush, Tom Wilke °75,
M.A.Ed. ’77 and Tom
Finch °75, M.B.A. *77
and sends a shoutout to
his Lambda Chi brothers.
He will miss Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend this
year and the annual party
but will be celebrating
grandkids’ birthdays.

Norah Lulich Jones
and William Eldridge
Jones *74 are expect-
ing grandchild No. 6
any moment and both
are still farming on the
family farm in Southside
Virginia. Norah continues
her podcast “It’s About
Language,” now on epi-
sode 115.

Bruce Falk and his
wife, Dianne, were in
Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, for their older son
Matt’s wedding. A num-
ber of other classmates
and alumni were there as
well — Dave Restuc-
cia, Mike Madden °75,
M.Ed. °77, Chris Jack-

son 77, Andy Van-
derhoof 77 and Steve
Hendricks *77. Bruce
continues teaching cours-
es in project management
... and tries to stay out of
trouble.

Arthur Cone, after
working 50 years in food
service, at Coca-Co-
la North America and
Prudential, retires in
January 2024. He’s look-
ing forward to fun family
time, travel and serving
as president of his local
Rotary Club in Colorado.

1976

Class Reporter
ROBERT (BOB) S.
CAVALIERE
13265 Lake View Dairy Drive
Ashland, VA 23005

robert.s.cavaliere@gmail.com

Greetings *76ers! Hope
everyone is doing very
well. Just returned from
a gorgeous day in the
’Burg on Homecoming
Saturday. Took a while
to figure out the on-cam-
pus parking app (to be
honest, more and more
often it feels like the
world is passing me by),
but once we overcame
that hurdle, we attended
a gathering of well over
100 people sponsored by
my old fraternity, Lambda
Chi Alpha. Great to see
everyone. We are steadily
creeping up on Olde
Guarde status, which,
until relatively recently,
I could not even imagine.
But it’s only a few more
years and I hope we can
all hang in there.

This time around, I
received a newsy email
from Jim Klagge. In
November 2022, Jim
gave the fifth Arthur Pap
Lecture on the history
of analytic philosophy,
titled “Is Wittgenstein
Still an Analytic Philos-
opher?” The lecture was
sponsored by the Vienna
Circle Society at the Uni-
versity of Vienna. Jim’s
recent book, “Wittgen-
stein’s Artillery,” was
selected by Choice
Reviews as one of the five
“Outstanding Academic
Titles” in philosophy

for 2022. He also just
published and co-edited
“Movements of Thought:
Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Di-
ary, 1930-1932 and 1936-
1937.” During the fall
2023 semester, Jim was
on sabbatical from his
position at Virginia Tech,
using his time to edit a
lengthy memoir by Wasfi
Hijab, Wittgenstein’s last
student.

Remember that this is
your column, so please
consider sending along
some information to
share. Having been a
math guy, I am not a very
creative writer, so I need
your help. Thank you in
advance. Stay active, be
well.

1977

Class Reporter
GEORGE JOHN TSAHAKIS
219 Old Rosser Road
Stone Mountain, GA 30087
(770) 381-1842
frgtsahakis@comcast.net

Happy New Year! I join
our classmates in wishing
you a healthy and blessed
2024. May it be filled
with opportunities to en-
joy your family, flourish
in your life’s pursuits and
transition into retirement
when you reach that
milestone. As you read
our classmates’ notes,
keep in mind I submit-
ted them from updates 1
received through our fall
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend (Oct. 19-22,
2023). During that special
weekend, as our college
community renewed
friendships and cele-
brated the tremendous
growth and influence
of our alma mater, ever
increasing world tensions
and domestic unrest pre-
sented us with increased
fear and uncertainty. In
response, may we offer
the fruits of striving for
harmony and mutual
respect to fulfill the po-
tential that our collective
talents can achieve.
Toward that aim, I was
inspired by an article in
the fall W&M Magazine,
“A Passport Into a World
of Secrets,” by Claire

De Lisle M.B.A. ’21. In
addition to editing our
alumni magazine, Claire
reported how Sophia
Wiedeman Glock 04
shared her life story

in her graphic memoir,
“Passport,” published by
Little, Brown Books for
Young Readers in 2021.
After graduation, Sophia,
who double majored in
studio art and English,
was uncertain on what to
do next. She revealed she
was inspired to engage in
her literary career with
comics by an article in
the W&M Alumni Mag-
azine’s spring/summer
2004 issue that profiled
alumnus David Lasky
’90, who also was cre-
ating comics. “For a long
time, David Lasky’s story
was a beacon of hope

for me,” Sophia shared.
“He did it. I can do it
too.” I highlight Claire’s
article to remind us that
our alumni magazine is
filled with original and
encouraging experiences
from not only classmates
like Claire, Sophia and
David, but others who
graduated after us. May
we be blessed to find
time to read and use their
insights to improve our
world and build a strong
and sustainable future.

The updates that follow
are from our *77 class-
mates. I thank them for
sharing news and photos
that appear online. I
remind those who sent
emails after October
that due to publication
deadlines, your updates
will appear in the spring
issue of our W&M Alumni
Magazine.

Last July, my wife,
Marinda, our daughter,
Katie, and our two grand-
children visited family
living in Winchester,
Virginia. We also had
dinner with Nate Adams
III, who has practiced
law in Winchester since
1987. His clients include
individuals, corporations
and other entities in a
variety of geographical
locations. Nate made a
definite impression on my
9-year-old granddaugh-
ter, who now declares
she is intrigued with the
field of law as a future
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vocation. Thanks to Nate,
we learned quite a bit

of Winchester history.
Before leaving, we visited
the local office of George
Washington, who was a
colonel in the Virginia
Militia while constructing
Fort Loudoun (1755-1756).

Mina Hoover Kerr
and her husband, Brad,
welcomed their first
grandchild, Madeline
James “Maddie” Kerr,
in April 2022. They are
fortunate that both their
daughter and son live
close to Wheaton, Illinois,
which the Kerrs have
called home since 1994.
Mina retired from teach-
ing middle school English
as a second language and
stays busy tutoring adults
in English and citizenship.
She also enjoys traveling.
Check the online report
for Mina and Brad’s grand-
daughter proudly wearing
the “green & gold”!

Paul Staneski recent-
ly took the position of
director of the Master of
Science program in Finan-
cial Markets & Invest-
ments at SKEMA Business
School in Raleigh, North
Carolina He never thought
he would have an office
with his name on the door
again! He added, “The stu-
dents keep me young.”

As class reporter, I
was blessed to receive
more updates and ask
you to read my online
report (magazine.wm.edu/
class-notes/1977) for the
remainder of our class
news and photos from Di-
ane Gansauer, Barbara
Leary Jones, Doug
Jones, Mark Palmer,
Bill Myers, Steve Turn-
er, Matt Lambert, Pat
Steele, Tom Crockett
and Joe Stover.

Classmates, thank
you for your news. Send
updates and photos and
know that the Class of ’77
cares.

1978

Class Reporter-
MARYANNE NELSON
SMITH
1514 Harvest Drive
Yardley, PA 19067
rm5smith@comcast.net

I write this upon return-
ing from a very fun 45th
reunion weekend in Wil-
liamsburg! It was so great
to catch up in person with
many of our classmates.
(Our class looks wonder-
ful, by the way!) One of
the classmates I coaxed
into sending an update is
Rita Soler Ossolinski.
Rita lives with her hus-
band, Matt, in Washing-
ton, D.C. where she has
resided for almost 45
years and reports that her
“W&M government and
Spanish double major has
served me well.” Rita’s
career focus has been
municipal government
but she has also enjoyed
some international work.
She spent nine years in
the D.C. mayor’s office
working on Latino affairs
as deputy director. Rita
then moved to the Inter-
national City/County
Management Association
where she spent over 25
years in various posi-
tions supporting city and
county managers, includ-
ing directing the Local
Government Hispanic
Network. More recently
she moved to the National
League of Cities, spending
four years in their Race,
Equity And Leadership
(REAL) department.
Rita currently manages
four constituency groups
including Hispanic
Elected Local Officials
and Women In Municipal
Government. She is “still
loving the work!”
Rita was also kind
enough to include her
list of Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend
highlights: “Parade Grand
Marshall Glenn Close
74, D.A.’89, H.F.’19
followed by her Satur-
day morning chat with
President Rowe at the
new Phi Beta Kappa Hall
and now, officially, the
Glenn Close Theater;
fabulous dinner at Fat
Canary coordinated by
Ricarda and Storm Si-
menson and attended by
Chuck and Betsy Page
Sigman, Maryanne
Nelson Smith and Rick
Smith, Christine and
John Dennis, and Heidi
Campbell-Robinson;
Government Department
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Brunch at the old Tyler
Hall, now Chancellors
Hall — unrecognizable!;
and Kappa Kappa Gamma
Class of ’78 reunion
dinner hosted by Dawn
FitzGerald Griggs
Mullenax (and Rock) at
their beautiful Williams-
burg home. It was great
to reconnect with Jennie
Runkle Gaver, Debbie
Cook Switzer (and Ter-
rell), Meg Regan, Sara
Black Heiser (and Don),
Betsy Butler Metz,
Karen Wilson Wiese,
and spend more qualitiy
time with Betsy Page
Sigman (and Chuck).
Strolling through campus
and seeing the new-

est additions was a bit
overwhelming, but good
to witness. Can’t wait

to visit the renovated
Muscarelle Museum when
it is completed. Looks like
it will be spectacular.” I
agree!

Chris Kelley was
kind to check in again
after four years. Chris is
still practicing law with
Twomey, Latham, Shea,
Kelley, Dubin & Quartara-
ro, LLP in eastern Long
Island and, “having fun.

I am one of four equity
partners in a firm with
30 lawyers and a total of
60 employees. I am still
deeply immersed in Dem-
ocratic politics out here
and enjoy my role as cam-
paign-manager-for-life/
institutional-memory for
our town of East Hamp-
ton. I get to do a lot of
fun pro bono work for my
church and for the local
arts community. I also
started a foundation to
enable income quali-

fied East Hampton high
school students to get
college counseling advice
and SAT/ACT prep free
of charge. We also cover
college visit travel costs.
Our first class of high
school seniors graduated
this year and are starting
their freshman years in
college at Harvey Mudd,
Johns Hopkins and
Barnard. We are called
the East Hampton Level
Playing Field Foundation.
Most people would be
surprised to know that
our applicants in East
Hampton are mostly

Hispanic, the sons and
daughters of our local
service workers. It is very
rewarding!”

I was saddened to
hear that Chris’ wife of
40 years, Nancy, passed
away in 2021 from multi-
ple system atrophy. Chris
says, “My sons Pierce and
Peyton and I are all doing
well. With my annual
backpacking group, which
both sons are now a part
of, we completed a week’s
long hike in July in Picos
de Europa in northern
Spain, and last August did
the Tour de Mont Blanc,
hiking from France to
Italy and finished in Swit-
zerland. I highly recom-
mend both trips which we
did self-guided with the
help of some great guide
companies.”

Matt Luoma sends
greetings from Colorado.
“Eric Pelander, Evalyn
Gates 80 and I did our
annual Pelander/Luoma
l4er ascent in late August
in Lake City, Colorado.
‘We scaled Uncompahgre
Peak (elevation 14,321
feet). We have been mak-
ing these l4er ascents for
about 15 years. This one
included an eight-mile
drive on a rough, rocky
creek bed to get to the
trailhead at 11,000 feet.
The views from the peak
are pretty awesome. For
purists, you don’t bag a
l4der unless your ascent is
at least 3,000 feet of ver-
tical. We try to do one or
two l4ers per year. Our
best ascent was Mount
Yale (14,199 feet) in 2016,
when our daughters met
and then became best
friends.” Pretty cool!

Speaking of climbing
mountains, my hub-
by Rick Smith and I
recently became official
“Adirondack 46ers” by
summiting all 46 peaks in
the Adirondack Park that
are over 4,000 feet. (I
know, that sounds pretty
puny compared to the Lu-
oma/Pelander l4ers but,
hey, we are starting from
close to sea level!)

In closing, I must echo
Rita’s sentiments above.
Walking through campus
and seeing the extensive
additions and capital
improvements which

have occurred over the
last 45 years is extremely
impressive! Yet, the char-
acter and classic beauty
of our campus remains.
And you just can’t beat
Crim Dell, especially in
the fall!

Our alma mater con-
tinues to improve with
age — here’s hoping we
all do too!

Carpe diem.

1979 ®

Class Reporter
PEGGY DOYLE GRANT
341 2%th Street
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254
peggygrant@aol.com

As I write this, we are
experiencing an unusual
late October heat wave
on both the East Coast,
where I recently visited,
and here in Los Ange-
les (actually, the nicest
weather we’ve had all
year!), so I am still in a
summer frame of mind.
But winter is coming

(to quote a “Game of
Thrones” refrain — and
if you don’t know what it
means, you have lots of
viewing in store during
those long winter months
ahead...). When you read
this column, we will be
right in the middle of it.
So while you’re thinking
about what to do with
those long winter after-
noons, send me a quick
update so I can share
your news!

I was delighted to hear
from Carol Ann Hilton,
who had not written for
a long time. Here’s what
she had to say: “After
graduating from William
& Mary, I spent the first
part of my career working
in fundraising and alumni
relations at a number
of institutions (Wagner
College, Polytechnic In-
stitute of NYU, Columbia
University, Mount Vernon
Seminary and College,
and Trinity College in
Washington, D.C.), even
receiving an M.Ed. in In-
stitutional Advancement
from Peabody College
at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity. In 1998, I made a
career switch to work in
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business development
for government contrac-
tors in the D.C. area. I'm
currently working as a
senior proposal manager
for OneGlobe LLC, helping
a small business grow its
book of business through
participation in govern-
ment-wide acquisition
contracts and competitive
bids. In 2000, I mar-
ried my husband, Mark
Finnigan, who works in
the Office of the Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney for the
District of Columbia. We
live in Springfield, Virgin-
ia. In our spare time, we
enjoy traveling and going
to Washington Nationals
baseball games.”

I had the good fortune
to meet up with sever-
al classmates when I
traveled to Richmond for
a wedding in October.
Their news in a nutshell:
Anne Stephan Henkel
welcomed grandson No.
2, Mary Ann Wright
Dodge and Carol
Arnold Hollenbeck
continued their travel
adventures together on
an African safari, Anna
Barron Billingsley
is easing into life as a
retiree, Kathy Yan-
kovich Hornsby is still
globe-trotting to pursue
her artistic interests (with
a stop in Southern Califor-
nia to join her son Russell
in some rock-climbing
and rappelling), Amy
Moll Newman is looking
forward to spending the
winter in Florida with
her husband, Bill, and
Sherry Jennings Frost
is enjoying retirement
and grandkids. I had not
seen Sherry in at least 20
years, and we had a great
time catching up. Sherry
lives in Raleigh, North
Carolina, and remains ac-
tive in primary education
as a reading specialist for
second graders. She and
her husband, Jack, had set
lofty international travel
goals when they both
retired a few years ago,
but COVID-19 immediate-
ly derailed their plans —
first by closing down trav-
el completely, and then
by necessitating not one
but two extended stays/
quarantines in Europe
until negative tests could
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be procured. Needless to
say, Sherry is excited to
resume traveling without
having to produce vacci-
nation cards and negative
test results!

I hope many of you
made it to Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend this
year. Next year is our 45th
reunion (Olde Guarde,
here we come!). I hope
all of you can make it to
W&M for that class mile-
stone, and I look forward
to reconnecting with you
in Williamsburg next fall.
Until then, be well, be safe
and send news!

1980

PAM LUNNY
596 Glenbrook Road #30
Stamford, CT 06906
plunny@dkmcorp.com
(804) 364-8161

rbtsrt@gmail.com

I don’t have a lot of news
to share, so I will keep
this short and sweet.
Please remember to drop
me a quick note if you
have any Homecoming
news, or any other news
that you would like to
share!

Earlier this fall,
Moravian University
in Bethlehem, Pennsyl-
vania announced the
appointment of the Very
Rev. Dr. Katherine
Hancock Ragsdale as
interim vice president
and dean of Moravian
Theological Seminary and
Lancaster Theological
Seminary until a perma-
nent dean is named. This
is a very pivotal point for
the seminaries as they
navigate the consolida-
tion of the two seminaries
and focus on implement-
ing a new joint curricu-
lum and finish the revised
accreditation materials.
Katherine brings her deep
commitment to advancing
theological education, her
advocacy and activism and
her extensive experience
in the nonprofit sector.
This is but the latest of
her many accomplish-
ments.

Katherine has a Master
of Divinity from Virginia
Theological Seminary and

a Doctor of Ministry from
Episcopal Divinity School
in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts. She is an ordained
Episcopal priest and the
former president & CEO
of the National Abortion
Federation (NAF). Prior
to joining NAF, she was
the president and dean

of Episcopal Divinity
School, and senior fellow
for interfaith leadership
and religious literacy at
the Arthur Vining Davis
Foundation. Katherine
served for 17 years, in-
cluding nine as chair, on
the national board of the
Religious Coalition for
Reproductive Choice. She
has also served on the na-
tional boards of NARAL
Pro-Choice America and
The White House Project
and is a founding co-chair
of LGBTQ Presidents in
Higher Education. She
has been featured on NPR
and PBS. She has testified
before the United States
Congress as well as nu-
merous state legislatures
and was a featured speak-
er at the 2004 March

for Women’s Lives in
Washington, D.C. I could
continue, but Moravian
University’s appointment
of Katherine seems to be a
superb choice to lead the
consolidation of the two
seminaries. Congratula-
tions, Katherine!

If you enjoy what is
said to be the world’s
most popular board
game — chess — then
you likely know all of the
following information.
This past summer, the
Roanoke Valley Chess
Club hosted an evening
with Macon Shibut, who
is a three-time Virginia
State Champion and an
international Fide Master.
A Fide Master is two
ranks below the highest
chess rank in the world, a
Grandmaster. Macon gave
a brief lecture and then
spent the rest of the eve-
ning taking on all comers
in an event known as a
“simultaneous exhibition.”
This exhibition meant
that he would play up to
25 games at once, against
up to 25 separate players.
The evening was part of
the celebration of the 75th
anniversary of the oldest

continuously operated
chess club in Virginia.
The event was part of

the run-up to the Second
Annual Beltway Open and
the 10th Annual Washing-
ton International Chess
Tournament in Rock-
ville, Maryland. Macon
first began playing chess
in elementary school,
earning a reputation as a
serious chess player by
the age of 15; these days a
15-year-old chess player
is an old guy, but it wasn’t
the case when we were
teenagers. He attended
his first Virginia State
Championship in 1972 and
won his first champion-
ship in 1993, then again in
1999 and 2002. Macon is
the author of a book about
the best chess player of
the 19th century, “Paul
Morphy and the Evolution
of Chess Theory.” Macon
and his wife, Lynn, live in
Staunton. They have three
grown daughters. Macon
worked as a defense con-
tractor, but he and Lynn
are now enjoying retired
life as grandparents.

That is all the news I
have for now. Please be
sure to drop me a note
with your news. I wish
you wonderful adventures
ahead!

1981

Class Reporter
MICHAEL “FITZ”
J. FITZZGERALD
703-629-4581
WMClass1981@gmail.com

Hello Again ’8lers,

I hope this update
finds you all healthy and
thriving.

We only received one
update this time around
— and it is a fun one.

Charles Davis
81 was named Southern
Living Magazine’s Cook of
the Month. He worked at
Reynolds Metals in Rich-
mond, Virginia, and then
taught at Baylor Univer-
sity in Waco, Texas. He is
now the first gentleman at
Furman University.

Thanks, and congratu-
lations on your culinary
success, Charles.

We have reached that

age (sorry friends) when
many of us are “retiring”
and moving into the next
exciting phases of your
careers/lives/adventures.
Please share some of your
new endeavors with the
rest of your classmates.
Maybe your plans will
give someone else some
ideas. (-

Go Tribe!

1982

Class Reporter
JUDY DOROW CONNER
2840 Fondren Drive
Dallas, TX 75205
(214) 681-4836

FondrenFive@outlook.com

Greetings to everyone! I
just got back from W&M
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend. It wasn’t our
reunion year, but I got to
know some ’83ers after
graduation when I lived
in the Washington, D.C.,
area and became part

of the infamous Dewey
Beach crowd. So ... here
is the news from Home-
coming!

Cesar Conda ’83
and his wife, Janice, as
well as Becky Rogers
Voslow ’83, M.A. °89,
and her husband, Mike,
stayed next to me at the
Brick House Tavern on
DoG Street. Caesar and
Janice have five sons(!)
and live in NoVa when
they are not traveling to
visit one of their sons.
Becky is a travel agent
and Mike works for a
security company. Friday
night, Paul Boykas ’83,
Tracy Baynard 83,
Mark Forde ’83 and
his wife, Mary Obata
Forde ’84, hosted a
“Party Like It’s 1983!”
happy hour. Paul is now
retired from Pepsico and
enjoying traveling. Tracy
is still working in public
policy in the D.C. area.
The house was packed
with alums, including
Catherine Dehoney
’83 and her husband, Bill.
Catherine is president
and CEO of Chorus
America. I loved getting
caught up and meeting
Bill, who was lovely and
tolerant of all of us! I also
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caught up with Bruce
Holmes 83, who has

a son at W&M and was
enjoying time with him
over the weekend. Meg
Hunter Scott *84 and
her husband, Bill Scott
’84, were in town. Meg
and Bill recently moved
from Dallas to North
Carolina to be closer to
their kids. Also attend-
ing were Mary Lloyd
Sinnott Parks 83,

who is still in Richmond;
Margaret Kerfoot and
Doug McDonald °81;
and Robert Burnham
“Booty” Laverty 83,
who lives in Lynchburg. I
also visited with Dabney
Carr ’83 and his wife
Laura Gilbert Carr
’83. They are living in
Richmond, where Dabney
practices law and Laura is
working for an historical
museum.

On Saturday I ran into
Kim Crase Claytor °83
and Joe Claytor ’83 at
the Pi Phi house. Kim and
Joe still live in Kentucky
and were promoting the
joys of the Kentucky
Bourbon Trail experience
.. Pm in! At various tail-
gate parties I caught up
with Cindy Vick Choate
and Rich Choate, who
are living in the NoVa
area and enjoying time
with their two grandkids.
They are perfecting the
art of “empty nester dat-
ing,” which sounds lovely.
Both Cindy and I lament-
ed we don’t see enough of
our college girlfriends. I
also had a nice visit with
Betsy Fournier Riley
and Jim Riley ’81. Their
son Alex and his wife
are now living in Denver,
which is where one of my
sons recently moved.

Pi Phi and Chi Omega
hosted a joint tailgate
at the Alumni House
organized by Sherri Sell
Philips ’83 and Beth
Sala Covin ’83. I saw
Diana “Carol” Doub
Kelly ’83 and Kim Eck-
ert Failon ’85 as well as
Ellen Stofan °83, D.Sc.
’16, who still heads up
the Smithsonian’s Nation-
al Air and Space Museum
and has had an amazing
career. Hank Wood 81
and Karen “KJ” Wood
83 spent a few minutes

with me. They are in the
process of selling their
house to one of their kids
and downsizing. That
seems to be a theme for
many of us!

At the Sig Ep tail-
gate I had a quick visit
with Don Morris (still
looking sharp in his
pineapple pants) and
Steve Tang. Don has
moved the countryside in
Virginia. Steve is busy in
his second chapter career
as an author and busi-
ness commentator. He is
incredibly successful and
accomplished but just as
humble and nice as ever.
I also visited with Dave
Lucas 80 who is now
living in Williamsburg. In
fact, a lot of folks I talked
to are either living in or
moving to the Burg!

Allin all, I was glad
I crashed the ’83 class
party!

On Sunday I headed
to Charlottesville to
visit my daughter Olivia,
who is a fourth year at
UVA. While there I met
Barbara Coles Joynes
at Spring Hill Mountain
Vineyard and enjoyed
catching up. Barbara and
her husband Stan provid-
ed wine for the Saturday
W&M shindig from their
Valley Roads Vineyards.
Beth Alford Wolfe
joined Olivia and me for
some girl time. Beth and
her husband Tommy are
in the process of moving
to Lake Murray, South
Carolina! Should be an
amazing next chapter
for them and puts them
closer to their daughter
Patrice and her husband.
Diane Ratchford Mur-
ray also joined us for an
afternoon at Pippin Hill
Farm & Vineyards. Diane
and her husband, Bob,
live in Richmond where
Diane has been an amaz-
ing caretaker to her mom,
who recently passed. She
and Bob hope to spend
more time at their moun-
tain home in Idaho.

Alumni in the news:
James Comey °82,
L.L.D.’08 has a new
book out: “Central Park
West: A Crime Novel,”
which draws on his law
enforcement background.
William “Bill” Scher-
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merhorn, the creative
director for Colonial
Williamsburg’s Signature
Events and two-time
Emmy Award-winning
songwriter, has created
a new musical about
the life and afterlife of
Colonial Williamsburg’s
resident ghost, Lucy
Ludwell Paradise (1752-
1814), titled “MADam
LUCY, deceased.” Bill was
also the creative director
for the Macy’s Parade for
many years.

T hope you all have
a wonderful holiday
season! PLEASE send me
YOUR updates! I don’t
hear from enough of you!!

1983

Class Reporter
SHERRI SELL PHILLIPS
27 The Palisades
Williamsburg, VA 23185
(804) 754-7841
sherriandbud@aol.com

What a happy Home-
coming & Reunion
‘Weekend for the Class of
1983! According to Skip
Rowland (who attended
every possible event over
the weekend — look at
his photos at skippix.
com/wm-hoco23), 1983
had the “highest turnout
by far” of all the reunion
years. He estimates 175 of
us! Our class also had the
highest dollar amount of
gifts (with the exception
of the 50th reunion class
of 1973) at $6.6 million.
‘We are a record-setting
class — go us! As co-
chair of the Annual Giv-
ing Board, I appreciate all
the gifts to the Fund for
W&M. And a huge shout
out to Matt Brandon
’92 and his team for all
their efforts to make this
weekend a huge success.
If you didn’t make it
into this edition of the
Class Notes, there’s al-
ways next time. So please
send me your version of
events to publish later.
Please also go online to
magazine.wm.edu/1983
to see much more detail
about Homecoming!
Homecoming started
on Wednesday night with
a dinner at Cochon with

Beth Sala Covin, Fra-
ser Hudgins ’84 and
Christie Baty Hudgins.
Earlier in the day they
had built all the new fur-
niture and put up a porch
swing at the Chi-O house.
Beth’s youngest Jack
Covin 27 is a freshman
this year. Her oldest,
Reid Covin 21, was in
town too.

Thursday night, Bud
Phillips °82 and I went
to the women’s soccer
game where we ran into
movie producer, talent
judge and CPA Milan
Chakroborty ’00. After
the soccer game, Bud and
1 gave Milan a ride back
to campus by way of the
Green Leafe. We ran into
several friends of my
daughters, Ally Phil-
lips °16 and Samantha
Phillips °14, and a list
of classmates and friends
youw’ll see in the online
edition.

Because Homecoming
coincided with some
volleyball home game
matches, there was a
volleyball reunion. Jane
Fanestil Peterson
86 was part of it and I
met her for lunch at the
Cheese Shop on Friday.
Jane is retiring this year
after coaching volleyball
at Central Lakes Col-
lege in Minnesota for 33
years. She was the first
scholarship female ath-
lete recruited to W&M’s
volleyball program. She
is in the W&M Athletic
Hall of Fame. But the
best part is that we grew
up on the same street!
She brought along other
volleyball players Sasha
Mobley °87, Elizabeth
Overstreet Trumbull
’87 and her daughter,
Aly Trumbull °23 (Aly
plays field hockey for the
Tribe while pursuing her
master’s degree). It was
her first Homecoming
since graduation! Class-
mates Donna Hajost
Jacobson and Sandy
Craig also attended the
volleyball reunion.

From DoG St. I wan-
dered over to the Entre-
preneurship Hub to see
the Women’s Entrepre-
neurship panel featuring
Colleen Lierz Drum-
mond, Susan Soaper

Gaston ’88 and former
BOV member Lisa Ro-
day HON °23. Luckily,
the E-Hub is located next
to the Wawa, our class lo-
cation for parade viewing.
And who doesn’t love a
parade?

The Class of 1983
enthusiastically turned
out at the Wawa. Elaine
Barth Bonds and
Leila Byron photo-
bombed Glenn Close’s
convertible for a selfie.
The Dimeslots — Bill
Cusmano 81, J.D. °86,
Bill Williams, Gary
Littlepage M.A.Ed.
’90, Ed Lull, Brian
Mount °83, M.Ed. 93
(celebrating his 40th and
30th!) and Deeme Kat-
son ’81, accompanied on
foot by Mary Mitchell
Barnett, Christie Baty
Hudgins and her dog
Bodhi, performed on their
float.

Following the parade at
6 p.m. is the Sunset Cer-
emony, when the College
recognizes all the alumni
that have passed since the
last Homecoming. There
were over 4£00. This was
a poignant one for me. I
sat next to Mary Busbee
HON ’03. Her husband,
Howard 65, J.D. °67,
M.L.T. 68, L.H.D. °22,
and my dad, Stew Sell
’56, got to know each
other on a W&M excur-
sion in 2018. They passed
within weeks of each
other and their services
were July 20 and 21.

Most of the parade
watchers joined for the
Friday Night Fest (see a
list online).

Saturday I missed the
sorority brunch, so please
send me an update for
next time. I was setting
up the first ever joint Chi
O-Pi Phi Alumni Tailgate
on the Alumni House
lawn. It was multigenera-
tional and cross Panhel-
lenic. Same spot next
year!

Our class photo was
at 12:45, which 175 of
you were in, followed
by more tailgating and
a performance by the
Dimeslots. Biggest fans
Christy Belt Grossman
and Lynn Rosenberry
Lull were dancing in the
audience.

SEE EXTENDED CLASS NOTES AT MAGAZINE.WM.EDU/CLASS-NOTES
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Then it was time for
the football game. Dru
Mears gave me her extra
ticket so we watched the
game together in the top
of the student section.

Then I went to Virginia
Beer Co. to catch the
Dimeslots’ headliner per-
formance. The audience
had a blast dancing and
singing along just like all
those years ago at the
Wig, the Pub or Barrett.
From VBC I headed over
to the class tent and
had got to catch up with
freshman hallmate Pa-
mele George Freeman.
We got moved over to
the big tent for the N’est
Pas concert/rage. It was
a blast. Come back next
year!

Mary Messenger,
who lived in Yates as a
freshman, passed away
in August. Mary served
33 years as Democrat
staffer. She was promoted
to executive director of
the Assembly Majority
Office in 2013, replacing
Bill Caruso. According
to Caruso, Mary “was
deeply passionate about
state government and an
encyclopedia of knowl-
edge regarding the his-
tory of our state.” Mary
lived in Bordentown, New
Jersey, with her husband,
Robert.

Clark Schweigaard
Olsen, a government
major, sent in a 40-year
update. Clark was a
transfer student and lived
in Bryan Complex. After
graduation, he moved
to New York City, then
Washington, D.C. In
1991, he went to work for
the family construction
business. During this time
he met his wife, Carol
Walker M.B.A. ’90. He
then became the owner
of an advertising agency.
The company produced a
home and garden newspa-
per, advertising, info-
mercials and TV shows.
He produced and stared
in a national televised
show called “Coastal
Sportsman in the Florida
Keys.” Sept. 11, 2001,
changed the trajectory
of his career. He went
back to the construction
business. Clark received
the Jefferson Award

WINTER 2024

for Public Service, the
nation’s highest award
given to volunteers, for
his work with Habitat for
Humanity.

Clark and Carol have
two sons, Walker and
Patrick. Both are working
in the construction busi-
ness. Patrick is currently
working on his MBA at
W&M and will graduate
in 2024. Since 2002, the
Clark Pool Group or Clark
Building Group (depend-
ing on which state you’re
in) has been building
pools and outdoor proj-
ects. Of particular inter-
est to YOU is that Clark’s
firm was the one chosen
to design and build the
Family Courtyard outside
the newly renovated and
expanded Alumni House!
Clark and Carol were
unable to attend Home-
coming this year but they
wish everyone the best
and that they cherish
their time at W&M.

1984 ®

Class Reporter
ALISON HORROCKS
MILLER ‘84, M.B.A. '88
1687 Nestledown Court
Rock Hill, SC 29732
(803) 984.0737

alisonkhmiller@gmail.com

1985

Class Reporter
ELIZABETH WISEMAN
PITTS
magistrapitts@yahoo.com

I am writing this column
during Homecoming &
Reunion Weekend, and

I hope those of you who
attended will not only
enjoy seeing everyone
but will also send me any
news you hear while you
are there.

This year’s McGloth-
lin Leadership Forum
fellows at William &
Mary were two stand-
out alumni CEOs: Ted
Decker, chair, president
and CEO of The Home
Depot, and Stephanie
Linnartz M.B.A. 97,
president and CEO of
Under Armour. The

two leaders know each
other well; Stephanie
also serves on the Home
Depot Board of Direc-
tors. On Sept. 11-12, they
answered Raymond A.
Mason School of Business
and W&M Law School
graduate students’ ques-
tions about leadership,
principled achievement,
company culture, career
transitions and managing
through the COVID-19
pandemic. Read more in
the feature about Ted in
this magazine!

Tad Geschickter,
co-owner of the JTG
Daugherty Racing Team,
celebrated with his staff
on Feb. 19 when their
lone car, Ricky Stenhouse
Jr.’s No. 47, won the 2023
Daytona 500. This was
their first Daytona 500
win as a race team. Tad’s
wife, Jodi, is also an own-
er of the team, as well as
former North Carolina
Tar Heels basketball leg-
end Brad Daugherty and
Gordon Smith. History
was made with this win:
Brad Daugherty becomes
the first Black principal
owner and Jodi becomes
the second female owner
to win a Daytona 500. As
I read in the article from
the Charlotte Observer:
“When asked if this win
might propel the spouses
to another handful of
years as team owners —
arenewed faith in this
long-held dream they’re
living — Tad laughed.
‘That’s an interesting
question. I think you
don’t think about quitting,
I think you just keep
digging, keep finding the
next challenge and trying
to conquer it. This puts
more wind in your sails
for sure; it just makes
you dig harder and faster
for the next one.”” By the
way, it’s pretty cool to
pick up your daily news-
paper and read about a
fellow Class of 1985 alum!

After 15 years of
leading the Rehoboth
Beach Historical Society
and Museum, Nancy
O’Brien Alexander has
been named as the new
director of the Commu-
nity Resource Center,

a day center that offers
services for those who

are homeless, in Reho-
both Beach. Prior to that
Nancy led the Rehoboth
Art League for 11 years.
She also spent time at
American University
and the National Men-
tal Health Association.
After completing her
undergraduate degree,
Nancy received a master’s
degree in communication
with an emphasis on pub-
lic policy journalism from
American University.
Janet McNulty
Osborn was recently
featured in Washing-
ton Business Journal’s
“Women Who Mean Busi-
ness.” She is currently
the East region managing
director of AON Cor-
poration. In 2022, she
received the Northern
Virginia Chamber of
Commerce’s Community
impact award for her
work bringing to life the
Greater Washington Ap-
prentice Network, which
partners with employers,
academic institutions and
public and private entities
to help recruit appren-
tices for paid, on-the-job
skills training. After
completing her bachelor’s
degree in economics,
Janet received her mas-
ter’s degree in American
history from George Ma-
son University. She has
two children: Elizabeth,
30, and John, 28. When
asked in the Journal’s in-
terview “What makes you
good at your job?”, Janet
replied, in part: “I really
work on diversifying my
networks so I can hear
about new ideas, new
challenges, new risks and
just bring as much per-
spective as I can to bear
on those challenges. That
takes deliberative effort
to talk to different people
and create a relationship
where they’re comfort-
able telling you stuff.”
And that leads me to
remind all of you that I
hope you are comfortable
letting me write about
your lives these days,
as well as any of our
classmates you might still
be in touch with. If you
would like to get back into
contact with someone,
let me know and I can try
to make that happen. I

have already helped two
friends reconnect! Happy
to help! Valete, omnes!

1986

Class Reporter
BECKY BARNES THEUER
11107 Sithean Way
Richmond, VA 23233
(804) 364-8161
rbtsrt@gmail.com

Archie Harris °86,
J.D. ’89 sent the sad
news of the death of
Christopher Donnell
Childs in July 2023 from
pancreatic cancer after

a two-year battle. At
William & Mary, he was a
scholarship football play-
er in the defensive back
position and a member of
Alpha Phi Alpha Frater-
nity, Inc. A resident of
Finksburg, Maryland, he
was a retired senior vice
president at Verizon. He
is survived by his wife of
over 34 years, Vanessa
Childs; two children, Alex
Childs and Brittany Child
Harris and their spouses,
Carly and Tavon; and a
grandson, Hudson Chris-
topher Childs.

After five years with
Tyson Foods, first as CFO
and then as group pres-
ident of prepared foods,
Stewart Glendinning
recently left to take a
new role as the CEO of
Express Inc., the fashion
retailer. Before Tyson,
he spent 13 years with
Molson Coors in several
senior executive roles. He
now describes his career
as BFF — beer, food and
fashion.

Peter Glenshaw
reports that he and Yates
hallmates and roommates
Andrew Walpole,
Kevin Lynch, Mike
Lewis and Mark Deck-
er gathered at Andrew’s
summer home in Lewes,
Delaware. in May 2023
to reminisce, reflect and
share medical histories.
They are aging and still
know how to laugh!

After 25 years in higher
education and nine years
in healthcare, Peter has
entered his third industry
— electrical energy and
broadband — as the vice
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president for member
engagement with the
New Hampshire Electric
Cooperative. It’s his third
senior leadership team in
a fascinating industry. He
is so glad to be a part of
an organization that aims
to electrify the economy
and deliver broadband to
its members.

Judy Cicatko Strang
86, M.A. 90 has
published her first book,
“What Holds Us Here:
Pieces From a Place in
the Woods.” It’s a com-
pilation of her nonfiction
prose and poetry, drawn
from the early 1990s
through 2018, along with
images from contribut-
ing artists. The montage
illustrates discoveries,
losses, and wisdom
gained from efforts to
establish and preserve a
homeplace — for humans
and non-humans alike —
in the woods of Amherst
County, Virginia. Contact
Judy through the Pedlar
River Institute website at
www.friendsofthepedlar.
org for more information
or to obtain a copy.

Cindy Storer was fea-
tured in a new book called
“The Sisterhood: The
Secret History of Women
at the CIA” by Liza Mun-
dy. Cindy thinks many
in our class would find
it interesting, especially
those who have worked
in, worked with or have
relied on the CIA, as well
as students of history and
American politics.

Cathy Caputo Liv-
ingstone reported that
she enjoyed Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend with
a great group of Chi-Os,
including Pam Krulitz,
Rhanna Kidwell, Cindy
Budinger Daniel,
Terry Rosenbaum
Andrews, Patti James
Stadlin, and Martha
Feathers Owens ’85,
M.Ed. 92, Ed.S. *94.
They were lucky to be
hosted by Pam Krulitz
and Tracy Melton ’85,
who purchased a beauti-
ful home in Williamsburg
a few years ago. After
a great tailgating day,
they went to the Sunken
Garden for the incred-
ible band N’est Pas. On
Sunday, they went to the

W&M women’s soccer
game to watch them beat
Northeastern. Their
weekend ended at Terry’s
fabulous beach home in
Sandbridge, Virginia,

for a few days to recoup.
They plan to be at Home-
coming next year.

Sadly, John Skinner
couldn’t attend Home-
coming and the rededi-
cation of Phi Beta Kappa
Memorial Hall with his
fellow theatre class-
mates. That weekend he
had traveled from his
home in Minneapolis to
Philadelphia to co-lead
planning meetings for
the 2024 Friends General
Conference Gathering.
The Gathering, an annual
event that goes back in
one form or another to
around 1900, will be held
at Haverford College,
June 30-July 6. John
has been involved with
Friends (you know them
as Quakers) since shortly
after graduating from
W&M. See a link to more
about the Gathering in
our online edition.

1987

Class Reporter
LISA FRAIM SEU
20727 Spiceberry Court
Ashburn, VA 20147

lisaseu@verizon.net

It’s been three days since
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend 2023 and I am
already looking forward
to next year! The weather
was perfect, the football
game a sell-out, and cam-
pus was packed. Almost
40 years after becoming
a band, N’est Pas (Art
Schmalz ’88, Chip
Puskar (aka Charles
Esten), Chris Neikirk
’88, Clem Cheng ’86,
Dennis Whelan, John
Hendrickson °88)
outdid themselves again,
rocking a packed tent for
the second straight year
at the Saturday Night
Bash in the Sunken Gar-
den. They had reunited in
Nashville ahead of Home-
coming for rehearsal

and some recording. You
can find N’est Pas’ newly
released single “Down
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Memory Lane” on Spotify
and other platforms.

Chip still holds the
Guiness World Record
for the most consecutive
singles released (54 in 54
weeks) and is happy to
announce that his album
of new music, “Love Ain’t
Pretty,” drops on Jan. 26,
2024. It’s the culmina-
tion of a musical career
that started on campus
alongside N’est Pas, and
he and Patty Hanson
Puskar are excited to
share it with the world.
You can find information
at charlesesten.com.

Tim Carroll, head of
Microsoft’s Climate Port-
folio, was part of a panel
with President Katherine
Rowe and members of
W&M’s faculty at W&M
Weekend in San Francis-
co June 1-4, discussing
data revolution and ways
to tackle global environ-
mental changes.

Jackie Genovese is
the executive director
of Stanford University’s
Medicine & the Muse
program in the School of
Medicine’s Biomedical
Ethics department. Her
program gives medical
students, physicians and
patients opportunities to
engage in classes combin-
ing literature, writing, the
arts and medicine. She
was a recent recipient
of the 2023 Amy J. Blue
Award which “honors
faculty and staff for
exceptional contributions
to the university.” Details
are online in the May 15,
2023, edition of the Stan-
ford Report at Stanford
University.

Laurie Grant Nich-
ols and her husband live
in Atlanta where she is
a nonprofit fundraising
consultant. Laurie and
her daughter visited
Laurie’s father, Denys
Grant °58, in Richmond,
Virginia. They took a
day trip to Williams-
burg and marveled at
the changes on campus
and even took a photo in
front of our old freshman
dorm, Spotswood Hall.
Laurie stays in touch
with old friends Coak-
ley Steiner Brown
°88, Jack Miller °86,
Jack Langan ’86 and

Matt DeLuca °87, M..S.
’96. Laurie attended a
virtual special memorial
service held by W&M
Thetas in honor of Lisa
Krizan Anderegg °85
who passed away in July.
Lisa was VP of W&M’s
chapter and Laurie’s big
sister. Many Thetas from
’87 took part, including
Melinda Speer Miller,
Anne Marie Belair
Pace, Jessica Jones,
Kathleen Moriarty
Mueller and Ginger
Stair Garvey.

Kenny Tyler 87,
M.A.Ed. 89 is VP
for athletics at Barton
College. The Wilson
Daily Times reported
that Ken “will oversee
25 NCAA-sponsored
intercollegiate programs
at Barton as well as two
non-sponsored intercolle-
giate teams involving 700
student athletes.” Ken has
been involved in teaching,
coaching and athletic
administration since
graduating from W&M.

George Coundou-
riotis is founder and
president of Zambawango
Desserts and Coffee. The
bakery in Shady Springs,
Georgia (Atlanta area),
just celebrated its fifth
anniversary. George
describes it as the first
low-carb/gluten-free
gourmet bakery in the
country. Talented Execu-
tive Pastry Chef Kathleen
McDaniel even went on
the Food Network and
won a competition versus
well-known chef Bob-
by Flay. The low-carb
goodies ship nationwide
(zampawango.com).

I am sad to write that
our friend Kathleen
McCarthy Sober passed
away in June. At W&M,
Kathleen was a business
management major, an
overall amazing person
and a defender on the
Tribe Women’s Soc-
cer team. She and her
husband, Harry, lived
in Alexandria, Virginia,
where she had a suc-
cessful career working
at Planning Research
Corporation (PRC), Uni-
sys and with E3 Federal
Systems. Five years ago,
Kathleen and her partner
established their govern-

ment contracting compa-
ny called Hive Group, of
which she was CEO. The
Hive Group established
the Kathleen McCarthy
Sober Women’s Soccer
Scholarship Endowment
supporting the William &
Mary’s Women’s Soccer
program, as per Kath-
leen’s wishes. Friends can
send donations in honor
of Kathleen to W&M Ath-
letics or at give.wm.edu
(fund 5314). Her family
and friends gathered to
remember, honor and
celebrate Kathleen’s life
in August.

1988

Class Reporters
DAWN E. BOYCE
dboyce@bmhilaw.com

LIZ TURQMAN
LizZT.WM88@gmail.com

Hello all and thanks to all
who wrote in. The last 35
years really flew by! For
sometimes longer updates
and always excellent pho-
tos, read the 1988 Class
Notes online at magazine.
wm.edu/class-notes/1988.

Michelle Fay Cortez
is the chief global health
care correspondent for
Bloomberg News. She has
been with the company for
32 years, one of the orig-
inals from the now-huge
‘Washington newsroom,
and has lived and traveled
all over the world mainly
covering health. Michelle
moved to Hong Kong in
2021, when COVID-19
was still the biggest story
of the day (and did two
weeks of hotel quarantine,
including TV hits from
her hotel room, when
her husband would go to
the bathroom to stay out
of the frame). This was
their midlife crisis, after
the last of their three kids
went to university.

Mike Studeman re-
tired as a two-star admi-
ral from the Navy after 35
years of service as an in-
telligence officer. His last
job was as commander of
the Office of Naval Intel-
ligence. Other flag officer
assignments included
director of intelligence
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(J2) for the Indo-Pacific
Command and director
of intelligence (J2) for
Southern Command.

Mike and Lynne
Draper Studeman ‘89
remain happily married
after 31 years. They
have two grown boys,
Noah and Joshua. Lynne
recently started Wesley
Seminary to attain her
Master of Divinity and
Mike is in the process
of publishing a book on
leadership as a transi-
tion project. They live in
Annandale, Virginia.

Ginny Parsons Lee
wasn’t able to attend the
reunion this year because
she is living in Hawaii
permanently. Ginny says
it’s great to move back
home! After a kitchen
remodel, Ginny and her
husband, Ian Lee, moved
into Ian’s childhood
home. Ginny has gotten
into outrigger canoe
paddling and most days
you can find her on the
water. She continues to
work in private practice
as a nurse midwife. Ian
will retire from the Army
in 2025. Island life has
been great for Ginny’s
mental health after the
COVID-19 burnout and
has provided a great loca-
tion for the kids to visit.
Although sorry to miss
the fall colors, she says
“Aloha”!

In October 2023, Ana
Schrank became CFO of
Invitae Corporation in San
Francisco. Congrats, Anal!

Connie Glaysher
Calabrese and David
Calabrese congratulate
their oldest daughter
Julie Calabrese ’18 on
starting her emergency
medicine residency at
Cooper University Hos-
pital.

Chris Neikirk was ex-
cited that ’88 fellow class-
mates John “Rocker”
Hendrickson and Artie
“RT” Schmalz were get-
ting the (N’est Pas) band
back together with fellow
Theta Delta alum band-
mates, Clem Cheng °86,
Dennis Whelan 87 and
Charles Esten Puskar
*87 for the Saturday Night
Bash at Homecoming &
Reunion Weekend. What
better way to celebrate
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Homecoming? Great
show, N’est Pas!

Alicia Locheed Go-
odrow just celebrated the
one-year anniversary of
her solo business law firm,
Houston-based Goodrow
Law, PLLC (www.goodbiz.
law). She has outsourced
general counsel to pri-
vate and family-owned
businesses and uses her
Spanish language skills to
represent many inbound
companies owned by Latin
American and Spanish
private companies.

Alicia and Cary
Ruscus Jimenez had
some crazy road-tripping
adventures in South Texas
in 2023 chasing Whoop-
ing Cranes, Green Jays,
Green Parakeets and other
bizarre winged friends.
Amy Hartman Roby
hosted Alicia various
times in San Antonio for
hikes and Central Texas
adventures. If there are
Class of ’88 alumni in Tex-
as, Maine or Philadelphia
who want to go for a hike,
or you're need of a really
good lawyer for entrepre-
neurs, Alicia asks you to
reach out.

The ’88 Dupont 1st East
Wallflowers — Christina
Langelier Hamilton,
Lynne Sisson Haynie
’88, M.Ed. 02, Renee
Morgan Orlosky, Sha-
ron McElwee Barnes
and Teri Dale Dungan
returned to Homecoming
with Sean Hamilton
’89, M.B.A. °01, Russell
Haynie, Bob Orlosky,
John Barnes ’89, Tom
Dungan, Rodney Ale-
jandro, Janet Alejandro,
and Elmer Bigley °89.
They tailgated with many
from the Class of ’88.
Spending time with old
friends is good for the
soul! They also spent time
with Teri’s daughter Me-
gan Dungan °23 and her
classmates attending their
first Homecoming.

1989 ©

Class Reporter
SUSAN SPAGNOLA
RUTHERFORD
Delray Beach, FL
susan@rford.net

(703) 919-0198

Lots of classmates
showed up for Homecom-
ing & Reunion Weekend
2023, including Anne
Humphries Arseneau
’89, M.A.Ed. 92, John
Barnes, Elmer Bigley,
Martha McGlothlin
Bowman ’89, J.D.

’95, Amy McCor-

mick Diduch, Terri
Drake, Kirk Eggleston
and Lisa Londino
Eggleston, Greg
Fernandez, Susan
Strobach Fisher, Gene
Foley, Andy Goldkuhle
’89, M.B.A. °01, Sean
Hamilton °89, M.B.A.
°01, Laurie Pearce
Hager 89, M.A. 02,
Kim Hoge, Amy Smith
Jasper, Monty Mason,
Steve McCleaf, Sallie
Wellons McOwen

’89, M.Ed. °93 and
Steve McOwen, Curt
Overman, Becky
Samuels Paquet, Anne
Abbruzzese Perkin-
son, Cathy Puskar,
JoAnn Adrales Ruh,
Mike Savage ’89,
M.B.A. ’95, Cather-
ine Nelson Schlawin,
Angela Zell-Pinson
Simpson, Dee Dee
Vantree-Keller, Paula
Proteau Vonasek,
John Voorhees, Mark
Washko °89, M.P.P.
’94, Shannon Watson,
Melissa Sutton Weber
’89, M.Ed. ’95 and Ron
Weber °89, M.B.A.
’94, Michelle Beasley
Williams and me.

We expect an even
bigger turnout at our 35th
reunion at Homecoming
in October 2024!

Lodge 10 reunited in
September as Jim Smith
and his wife, Anne,
passed through Williams-
burg on an East Coast
tour from San Francisco.
Dave “Fletch” Fletch-
er, Alan Adenan, Vince
Howell, Karen Hojnac-
ki Perigard and Greg
Perigard, Michelle
Wade Scheuerman
and her husband, Craig,
Jill Watson Hamilton
and Tom Hamilton ’88,
M.A. 89, Allison Bell
Royer and her husband,
Shannon, Tim O’Con-
nor and Liz Engelken
O’Connor °90, and
Anne Humphries Arse-
neau 89, M.A.Ed. °92

and her husband, Bob,
enjoyed catching up at the
Cheese Shop, breweries
and the Blue Talon. They
got carded at Paul’s!
There’s talk about making
it an annual gathering.
Jim Smith is enjoying
retirement, consulting
with the development of
women-owned businesses
in India. Fletch has a new
job with a commercial
realty firm. Alan is the
regional chef for Ted’s
Bulletin. Vince will be
retiring from Mars Inc.
in 2024 after 30 years.
Karen continues to teach;
Greg is a partner with his
law firm; Kyle Perigard
’18 got engaged. Michelle
and family vacationed in
Banff, Canada. Jill and
Tom are empty nesters
in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina. Allison a judge
for the Family Services
Division in Chester, Penn-
sylvania. Tim manages
an HOA; Liz is clerk of
courts for James City
County. Anne still works
at W&M.
Dave Musto, CEO
of Ascensus, was in
Williamsburg in Septem-
ber for a Boehly Center
Advisory Board meeting
and saw Colin Ruh °89,
M.B.A. ’94 and JoAnn
Adrales Ruh ’89. Dave
and his wife, Pauline, live
in New Canaan, Connecti-
cut, and recently enjoyed
a biking trip in Croatia.
Colin retired in March,
just a few weeks shy of 29
years at Capital One. He
now spends time working
in his garden, riding bikes,
traveling, camping and
hiking. He continues to
serve on the Board of Feed
More, a food bank serving
34 cities and counties in
Central Virginia. JoAnn
devotes time to Rich-
mond-area nonprofits, in-
cluding the local William
& Mary alumni chapter,
The Branch Museum of
Architecture and Design,
the Board of Trustees at
Collegiate School and
the board of MENTOR
Virginia. The Ruh family,
including Ethan Ruh °22,
M.A.Ed. ’23, vacationed
in Denmark last summer.
Colin and JoAnn
also hosted the bienni-
al William & Mary KD

reunion. Michelle Fur-
man Veeck and Alan
Veeck °91, Jodie Jones
Senter and her husband,
Scott, Jennifer-Ashley
Hillman *90, Hollis
Clapp ’91, Kristin
Palm Jones °90 and her
husband, Richard, Steph-
anie Goila Padgett
’90 and Tim Padgett
90 attended the super
fun weekend; Richmond
residents Boyd Bullock
and his wife, Susan, and
Beth Speakman Bortz
’91, M.P.P. °93 and her
husband, Dave, joined for
the day. Michelle lives
in Pittsburgh, serves as
a member of her town/
borough council and is
a legal contract analyst
at Legal Sifter. She and
Alan are the proud par-
ents of Charlie Veeck
’20, Emily Veeck 18,
current student Henry
Veeck °27 and a high
school senior. Jodie lives
in Centennial, Colora-
do, and is a much-loved
elementary school nurse.
She is an intrepid traveler
who has explored all over
the world. Boyd lives
in Richmond, Virginia,
and works at IBM as a
program manager in en-
terprise applications.
Paul Cullen and Mar-
ianne Mannschreck
Cullen have been
reconnecting with W&M
as their daughter, Vera
Cullen °26, became part
of the Tribe. They attend-
ed a fundraising dinner
in the spring for W&M’s
Camp Kesem, which runs
a free one-week summer
camp for kids whose
families are affected by
cancer. Vera was once
a Kesem camper and
now heads outreach for
W&M’s chapter. Moving
Vera into the Hospitality
House (now One Tribe
Place) was a bit of a
surreal experience. Paul
and Marianne have also
joined W&M’s Parent &
Family Council to become
closer to the school and
W&M community. Paul
has relaunched his firm,
www.cullenlaw.com, and
he connects with Gene
Foley and Pat Dueppen
’90 every time a Bruce
Springsteen show comes
to town.
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After 30 years in
private practice, handling
criminal and family law,
Dee Dee Vantree-
Keller felt led to do
something more person-
ally fulfilling with her
law degree. She closed
her practice and now
serves as the homeless
veterans project attorney
in the Disability Rights
& Homeless Outreach
Project Unit at the Legal
Aid Society of Eastern
Virginia. She traded in
high heels for sneakers,
and her briefcase for a
simple notebook. Instead
of going to court, she goes
to food pantries, church
parking lots and even to
the beach, looking for
homeless veterans. She’s
helping them apply for
veterans benefits and
Social Security disability
benefits and working with
local social workers to
find permanent housing
for them.

Looking forward to
seeing you in October!

1990

Class Reporter
DORI KOSER PITZNER
(203) ?12-1001
dorijean@gmail.com

Hello, classmates. Sparse
offerings this time, I'm
afraid, but we have
updates from two alumni
who have never written
in before, so I consider
that a small win.

This October
2023, L. Paul Robert-
son saw Kim Karston
Bush 93 and fellow
WCWM DJs Larry
Burnett °91, Gwine-
vere von Ludwig ’92
and Drew Dernav-
ich at a local Brooklyn
restaurant, where Paul
spins vinyl regularly.
Paul, who is also the
vice president of global
brand marketing at Condé
Nast with oversight
of brands like Pitch-
fork, WIRED, Teen
Vogue and The New
Yorker, had recently seen
Gwin at a cartoon improv
event at the annual New
Yorker Festival, which
Paul helps oversee. Drew,

who is a regular New
Yorker cartoonist (you’ll
recognize his woodcut
style cartoons with the
DD signature), had devel-
oped the sold-out event
featuring comedians
and fellow New Yorker
cartoonists, which he
hopes to host again at the
festival in 2024.

Lee Livingston
’90, J.D. 93 started
Livingston Law Group,
PLLC, in Charlottesville
a year ago last July.
The firm specializes in
personal injury, medical
malpractice and legal
malpractice. He recently
took up paddle boarding
and hot yoga. Lee has
two children. He enjoys
seeing as many movies as
possible with son, Daniel.
Daughter Annalise fin-
ished Virginia Common-
wealth University with
a master’s in counseling.
Lee is looking forward to
some trips this fall — one
to NYC to see the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade
and another to see U2 at
the Sphere in Las Vegas.

1991

Class Reporter
STACY YOUNG CORRELL
6253 Hidden Clearing
Columbia, MD 21045
443-632-7733

sycorrell@gmail.com

Tim Harris and Amy
Brown Harris 91,
M.A.Ed. ’96 have joined
Tim’s parents and siblings
to establish the Harris
Family Study Abroad
Endowment, helping
W&M students access all
that international travel
can offer. The donor
group includes Ruth and
Don Harris °57, Stacey
Reid Harris and Jona-
than Harris ’94, Chris
Harris 98 and Rian
Harker Harris °98.
Kathy Carter, chief
executive officer of
LA28, the summer 2028
Olympic and Paralympic
games in Los Angeles,
helped kick off the W&M
Weekend in San Fran-
cisco last June at Oracle
Park. Kathy and Jill
Ellis °88, L.H.D. ’16,
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president of San Diego
Waves FC and former
two-time championship
winning coach of the U.S.
Women’s National Team,
discussed their many
years of friendship, how
being student-athletes

at W&M set them up for
success and the impor-
tance of supporting the
next generation of women
athletes and leaders.

John Lee was featured
in the Delaware Business
Times last summer. He is
the founder of Strategic
Foresight Investments, a
boutique investment firm
focused on the future,
which makes sense since
he is the state’s only
professionally trained
futurist. He has written
articles on many topics,
including on the hot topic
of the moment, artificial
intelligence. His most re-
cent book was “Foresight
Investing: A Complete
Guide to Finding Your
Next Great Trade.”

Noelle Chalifoux
Dunlap, Amy Yenyo,
Carol Bowman Ken-
nedy, Susanne Stagg
Cooper, Victoria
Chase-Walters, Rachel
Heibert Warren and I
got together for our annu-
al girls weekend in Octo-
ber at the beach outside
St. Augustine, Florida.
As always, there was lots
of cheese and crackers,
laughter and cocktails.
We also learned that Su-
sanne can drive a minivan
like she is in a “Fast and
Furious” movie!

Right after she
returned, Noelle, her
husband, Jon, and her
daughter, Maddie
Dunlap °25, were able to
catch Alane Cameron
Ford’s punk band, Crack
Fox. The band is named
after a character from
the British series “The
Mighty Boosh” and Alane
performs under the alter
ego “Rasputina.” Noelle
said the band was loud,
irreverent and fun, just
like Alane.

Alane works in organ
donation, in a role less
than 100 people have in
the country. She trains
and leads the people who
speak to families about
organ donation when

their loved one has an
unsurvivable incident.
She was working in the
ICU units in the height of
COVID-19. She contract-
ed a significant case of
COVID in 2020 and was
working on respiratory
rehab for a long time.
Mad and frustrated at the
slow recovery, she start-
ed writing punk songs.
Alane, her husband, Phil,
and some friends started
putting her lyrics to
music. At first, she said
she could only physically
sing two or three songs
but they just kept prac-
ticing, and after almost
two years, have started
to play shows. She is part
of a national group called
“Punk Rock Saves Lives”
that brings messages

of health and wellness
(with a focus on mental
health), human rights
and equality to punk rock
shows. Check out the
organization at punkrock-
saveslives.org.

That is all I have!
Please send any and all
news my way and thanks
for reading.

1992

Class Reporter
BARRY KEITH
511 First Street North,
Apartment 106
Charlottesville, VA 22902
keithfam@embargmail.com

Happy 2024, all! My work
as a French and Spanish
teacher at Monticello
High School continues
apace as I write. I'm sorry
not to have gotten out

an email to request your
news; please consider this
an invitation until I write
to ask for updates for the
May issue! Some of our
classmates have engaged
in some newsworthy ac-
tivity recently. Find links
to learn more about these
classmates in the online
edition.

Matt Brandon 92,
CEO of the W&M Alumni
Association, said in
the spring 2023 W&M
Alumni Magazine, “What
I consider my calling is
to provide a safe space
for all alumni and their

families to fully engage in
our university’s commu-
nity. I will be successful
in this role if I can earn
your trust so that you feel
you belong in the William
& Mary Alumni Associ-
ation, that your voice is
heard, that we are work-
ing for you.”

Bart Shepherd
’92 kept increasingly
larger aquariums in his
dorm room and later in
the Sigma Nu fraternity
house at William &
Mary. Now, those
aquariums are small
in comparison to the
panoramic fish tunnel at
the Steinhart Aquarium
in San Francisco, where
Shepherd serves as
director. During W&M
Weekend, Shepherd
hosted a panel discussion
with the Virginia
Institute of Marine
Science and Institute for
Integrative Conservation
on conservation, showed
off the underwater magic
with behind-the-scenes
tours and connected
those in attendance with
the important research
sponsored by the
California Academy of
Sciences.

Kent Fortner
’92 is known for his
adventurous spirit —
when he was a student,
he and his friends built
a raft and floated down
the Chickahominy River.
His latest adventure is
his brewery, Mare Island
Brewing Co., just outside
of Vallejo, California,
where he led a tour
and tasting for alumni
and friends as part of
W&M Weekend in San
Francisco in June 2023.

Bill Kearney Jr.
’92, J.D. ’96 joined
Stinson LLP in Washing-
ton, D.C., as of counsel
in the corporate finance
practice division. Bill
counsels domestic and
international clients on
pre-merger notification
compliance under the
Hart-Scott-Rodino Act.
He regularly represents
multinational corpo-
rations, private equity,
venture capital and hedge
funds, mutual funds and
investment advisors in
financial and strategic
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acquisitions of all types.

Tara Smith Thom-
as won a seventh term as
treasurer of Gloucester
County, Virginia. She
has served the citizens of
Gloucester for 23 years.

Peter Kraft was
appointed head of school
at St. Stephen’s Episcopal
School in Bradenton,
Florida, this past
summer. He has been a
teacher and administrator
at various schools for 25
years.

Dr. David Lim-
brick Jr. joined
Virginia Commonwealth
University in Richmond
as the chair of the depart-
ment of neurosurgery this
past summer. He is an
expert on pediatric brain
tumors and malforma-
tions of the brain.

Andy Corea received
the Trailblazer Award
at the South Asian
Bar Association of
Connecticut Annual
Awards Dinner in
September.

Congratulations to all
of you! Have a pleasant
winter and spring, every-
one.

1993

Class Reporter
GREGORY IMBUR
gmartin64@gmail.com

Class Notes for the win-
ter editions are always a
curious mix, as they can
include Homecoming &
Reunion Weekend memo-
ries and reflections on the
upcoming year. Recog-
nizing the many ways

and means people keep in
touch, it’s been my plea-
sure to hear directly from
some of you over the past
few years. Having made

it to part of Homecoming,
it was my great pleasure
to see many people from
not only the Class of
1993, but also friends and
acquaintances from other
years.

Since it was my first
reunion in over 20 years,
I had no idea what to
expect. What a pleasant
surprise to see all of the
effort of the university
and its alumni, coming
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together to celebrate. The
number of construction
projects — both under-
way and completed — is
impressive, too. Many
old dormitories are gone,
others are slated for
demolition. The campus
somehow remains green
and orderly through all of
those changes.

‘While missing Thurs-
day and Friday festivi-
ties, I did make it for an
afternoon tailgate in front
of the Alumni House and
the evening event tents on
the Sunken Garden. Phil
Hatfield 94 and Anna
Dinwiddie Hatfield
’96 hosted with a most
excellent tent near Zable
Stadium. There are too
many names to mention,
but thank you to the Hat-
fields for their hospitality
and their unwavering
dedication and service to
William & Mary over the
years.

In the evening, the
Class of 1993 tent was
packed full, and this
spilled over into the
larger celebration under
the big top. In addition to
the food, drink and good
company, the music add-
ed a festive tone to the
air. I did not remember
N’est Pas, but the crowd
seemed to enjoy their
many covers of songs
from our college days.
When the police kindly
kicked out the last of us at
midnight, the party sadly
came to an end. I did not
see nearly as many peo-
ple as I had hoped to see,
however I had a success-
ful experience connecting
with many people. The
campus is as beautiful as
ever, too.

After seeing so many
people in person, I came
to the conclusion that the
success of this column has
more to do with input than
one person’s output. Once
again, [ have not heard
directly from anyone,
and this brings me to my
realization. There are two
(maybe three) things that
everyone likes: 1) when
classmates relate memo-
ries of shared experienc-
es with fellow classmates,
2) hearing of the success
of others through each of
us: that is, few of us enjoy

bragging about ourselves,
but can relay with joy
the accomplishments and
services of others. As an
example of the latter, I
saw on social media that
Stewart Laster was
voted the best of Char-
lotte’s dentists and oral
surgeons just today, as I
write this in October.

As an example of the
former, I remember a
significant snowstorm
our freshman year. Can’t
remember if it was late in
1989 or early in 1990, but
there was sledding, snow
forts and other winter
frolicking. Taking aim at
the window of Neill Kirk
’96 and Austin Joy on
the third floor of Fauqui-
er, I had no idea I would
hit the epicenter of the
window and take out the
entire thing. I remember
so clearly when Austin’s
head popped out of the
window in shock and
disbelief, yet also smiling.
The RA of his floor, Da-
vid Peters 92, had filled
out the paperwork for me
to sign on the incident and
work order before I had
gotten to the third floor.
Impressive, Dave!

I mentioned a third
thing, which is graphics.

I urge you to read the
online edition of Class
Notes, as the digital space
is unlimited. Over the
years — and you can look
back online, too — I have
included poems, pictures,
and even some Grateful
Dead memorabilia from
their epic William &
Mary Hall shows in 1973.
To be quite honest, if
there is someone among
us who has more graphic
arts skills, I'd be happy
to get out of the way

and hand off the baton.
Until then, I will happily
continue, but I am asking
you to reach out to me
with memories, stories
and pictures that spark
the connections between
us. I really can’t do that
without you, thanks!

1994 ©®

Class Reporter
STEVE NEWMAN
sdnewman1972@gmail.com

Greetings and salutations,
dear classmates. At the
time of writing this, there
are only 12 months till
our next Homecoming &
Reunion Weekend, our
30th anniversary. I am
looking forward to getting
back to the 'Burg and the
combo of a cheeseburger
sub and cheese fries from
the College Delly. Enough
of my dreaming, we’ve
got updates from a couple
classmates.

Jonathan Harris
walked the Camino de
Santiago in Spain and
landed in the W&M
Alumni Magazine (see
link in the online edition)!
Per Jonathan, the pil-
grimage “opened my eyes
to our shared journey
in life, and that people
are more similar than
we sometimes think.” To
make an experience like
this possible for other
William & Mary students,
Harris’ family established
the Harris Family Study
Abroad Scholarship
Endowment. The donor
group includes Don Har-
ris °57 and Ruth Harris
and their sons and daugh-
ters-in-law: Tim Harris
’91 and Amy Brown
Harris ’91, M.A.Ed.
’96; Jonathan Harris
(our classmate) and Stac-
ey Reid Harris; and Chris
Harris 98 and Rian
Harker Harris °98.

In June 2023, Greg
Wallig was named head
of public policy for the
firm Grant Thornton, as
well as continuing his role
as the market managing
principal for their Wash-
ington, D.C., office. Greg
was highlighted in quite a
few of the media circuits
including the Virginia
Business Magazine, Con-
sulting US Magazine and
Politico. Further, Greg
was also elected as co-
chair of the Global Fund
for Children, where he’ll
leverage his expertise in
finance and operations to
help children reach their
full potential through
programs in accessibility,
education, human rights
and inclusion. Brilliant
work professionally and
socially, near and far.
Thank you, Greg.

1995

Class Reporter
SHANNON E. KREPS
skreps2000@yahoo.com

Aaron Norfolk is an ac-
complished artist with his
work on display through-
out the United States. He
recently had an exhibit,
“Audio-Visio,” on display
at the Art Complex
Museum in Duxbury,
Massachusetts. “Sight
and sound run parallel in
our perception, and these
works do not intend to
confound the two. As a
word becomes a sound’s
visual placeholder, so
these paintings become
their portrait.”

Lesley Stracks-Mul-
lem founded Taste Caro-
lina Gourmet Food Tours
in 2009 and it continues
to thrive. Since its incep-
tion in the triangle area,
it has expanded across
the state. “One thing we
want to give our guests is
a sense of discovery, so
we partner with people
who are really passionate
about what they do, and
we give them a [forum] to
tell their stories.”

Michele Niles has
recently joined the real
estate firm of Weichert,
Realtors — Coast Proper-
ties. She and her husband
also own Custom Marine
Finishes right near the
heart of Old Town Bluff-
ton, South Carolina.

Peter Van Hemel has
been elected to the board
of Bernstein Shur. He is
a co-chair of the firm’s
real estate practice group,
bringing over 20 years
of experience in real
estate, renewable energy
and telecommunications
development.

Bella Ciao!

1996

Class Reporter
BETSY ROSENBLATT ROSSO
betsyrosso@gmail.com

In October, I organized
“QA2: Queer or Question-
ing, Awareness and Ac-
ceptance,” a gathering to
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support LGBTQIA+ young
people and families in
Northern Virginia, which
was exciting and hopeful-
ly the first of many such
events. My 16-year-old got
her driver’s license and
has been driving around
Arlington in her grandpar-
ents’ old minivan. My kids
and I enjoyed a beautiful
weekend at family camp,
including high ropes,
archery and s’'mores at
Camp Friendship with J
McCray ’94 and Erin
Beatty McCray 94 and
their kids.

Congratulations to
Bridgette Trela for re-
ceiving the FBI’s Director
Award for Excellence
in Innovation. Bridgette
celebrated her 25th
anniversary with the
FBI in 2023 and joined
the leadership team at
the FBI’s Washington
Field Division. She leads
a team of FBI agents
and professional staff
employees who manage
the FBI’s relationships
with community partners
including businesses,
schools, congregations
and other organizations.
She also leads the agen-
cy’s diversity, equity and
inclusion program.

Joanna Cook re-
ported that she enjoyed
returning to Williams-
burg in October for
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend and the 60th
anniversary of InterVar-
sity, but was surprised by
all the changes to campus
and current construction
projects. Joanna said
she was glad that she
printed a map beforehand
because when she arrived
everything looked so
different. “Yates? Gone.
Millington? Gone. Mor-
ton? Now called Boswell.
Do you think this means
we got old?!?!”

Joanna lives in Falls
Church, and is a manage-
ment consultant in the
federal sector, where she
works with other alumni.
Lately, Joanna has been
designing strategic
offsites, leading group
facilitation and is excited
to start the Georgetown
Facilitation certificate
program this fall. She
wrote, “A few adventures

from the past two years
have included: singing
on stage with The War
and Treaty at Wolf Trap,
running a cornament (a
cornhole tournament, of
course!) where our team
was cheated in the final
four game, and adopt-
ing a kitten from Idaho
(cute Facebook pictures
will make you do these
things). In June, I hosted
Rachel Freer Joyner
’96, M.A. 97, JP Wil-
son, and JP’s daughter,
Hailey. We all saw Ed
Sheeran in concert.”

If you’re planning
a trip to Utah, visit
Bryant Cafferty, who
recently moved there
with his family. He wrote,
“We moved to my wife’s,
Monica’s, hometown of
St. George, Utah, late
last year from Sandpoint,
Idaho, to be closer to
her extended family.
My daughters are now
5 (Ava) and 3 (Emmer-
son). We made it through
our first Southern Utah
desert summer and are
excited for the cooler
fall weather and coming
holidays. Cheers!”

You’ve liked our Class
Notes but you haven’t
submitted your own ...
yet! What are you wait-
ing for? I know you’re
reading this and thinking,
“but what am I going
to say?” Say anything!
Write to me and share
anything you’d like and
I’ll make it make sense.

1997

Class Reporter
MATT GIBERT
mcgibert@gmaill.com

Greetings, classmates!
The deadline for this
edition coincided with
my first report in the fall
magazine as your new
class reporter and thus
with insufficient time to
receive any updates at
the new email address.
But please know that I'm
committed to write up a
full report for our class in
every publication of the
magazine, so please send
your news my way! You
can reach me at
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mcgibert@gmail.com. I
hope to hear from you
soon.

1998

Class Reporter
ALEXIS COX
amcoxx@hotmail.com

It was wonderful to see
so many of you back on
campus for our 25th
reunion in October and so
nice to catch up after all
these years. 'm always so
impressed to hear every-
one’s accomplishments
and so proud of how far
we’ve all come since
graduation. Hope you
all enjoyed a wonderful
fall weekend reminiscing
with friends. Now on with
our news!
Congratulations to
Danielle Carrabino,
who got married last June
to Chris Martone at a
church in Sherborn, Mas-
sachusetts. The reception
was held at the Connors
Center in nearby Dover,
part of the Boston College
campus, where Chris
received his undergrad-
uate degree. Two fellow
members of the Class of
’98 attended: Young Ju
Rhee and Jimmy Garas.
Danielle says, “Chris and
I'live in central Massa-
chusetts with our almost
3-year-old daughter, Mia
(our flower girl). I work
remotely three days a
week and commute twice
a week further west for
my job as curator of paint-
ings and sculpture at the
Smith College Museum of
Art, where I’ve worked for
five years now. We took a
brief “mini moon” to Cape
Cod after the wedding, but
we’re planning a longer
honeymoon later this year
in Florence, where I grew
up.” Danielle spent most
of her time after college
going between teaching
and museum jobs while
earning her M.A. and
Ph.D. in art history. She
added, “After W&M, I
lived outside of Washing-
ton, D.C., before moving to
the Boston area, then New
Jersey, then London, then
back to the Boston area,
then back to Italy (this

time, Cortona), back to the
Boston area again, then
Northampton and finally
central Massachusetts.

I was a part-time fitness
instructor for 11 years,
but my pregnancy and
COVID put that on hold
for the time being. I'm
currently working on my
book manuscript, which
has been in the works for
many years now and is an
adaptation of my doctoral
dissertation.”

Chris Harris, Rian
Harker Harris and
their extended family
were recently featured in
an online article for the
William & Mary Alumni
Magazine. Their family
has established the Har-
ris Family Study Abroad
Scholarship Endowment,
a study abroad scholar-
ship that encourages Wil-
liam & Mary students to
walk the 500-mile Cami-
no de Santiago in Spain.
A link to the full article
is in the online edition,
magazine.wm.edu/class-
notes/1998.

Marketing consultant
Amy Alyson Teller *98,
M.B.A. 18 took partin a
special session with Wil-
liam & Mary marketing
professor Dawn Edmis-
ton Ed.D. °20 as part of
William & Mary’s profes-
sional development week.
They provided tips on how
to leverage your personal
brand while networking.
A link to the slides used
in the presentation and
video of the talk is in the
online edition.

1999 ©

Class Reporter
MEREDITH MCGUIRE
CORSINO
102 Deerwood Court
Sterling, VA 20164
MeredithCorsino@gmail.com

Hello, Class of ’99!

It feels bittersweet that
I did not receive any notes
for this issue while I share
updates of my own. I am
in my 25th year as a high
school educator. This is
my sixth year serving as a
high school instructional
coach, which means I sup-
port teachers and teams at

my school in instructional
practices, collaboration,
professional development,
etc. I also teach a reading
intervention class for
freshmen. Meanwhile, my
husband and I try to keep
up with our 12-year-old
daughter, Marisa, who is
involved in a wide range
of sports and activities.
It’s a huge highlight
that she shares many of
her activities with the
children of several fellow
alums, especially Lisa
Wallenhorst Ander-
son’s daughter, Becca.

On another note, after
12 years as your class re-
porter, I'm excited to pass
the torch to Maureen
Ray Holbert! You can
contact her at Holbert-
TM@gmail.com with your
updates. I have enjoyed
hearing from many of you
over these 12 years, but I
think a new reporter will
allow us to extend our
reach to more classmates
and hear from more
people moving forward.
Thanks for trusting me
for all of these years, and
I very sincerely hope to
see you all in the fall at
our 25th reunion!

Tribe Pride!

2000

Class Reporter
MINDY (MACKERETH) MARIS
williamandmary2000
@gmail.com

Dave Barak moved to
Washington, D.C., where
he lives with his part-
ner, Jim. They recently
celebrated their fifth
anniversary. Dave works
in public affairs for the
National Park Service and
hosts their podcast, “My
Park Story.”

After 14 years working
for the National Park Ser-
vice in Yosemite National
Park, California, Bren-
dan Bonner moved back
to Virginia to follow his
wife’s new position with
the State Department.
Brendan is now the chief
ranger of Prince William
Forest Park. Brendan
invites everyone to “bring
your hiking shoes and
come say hi.”

SEE EXTENDED CLASS NOTES AT MAGAZINE.WM.EDU/CLASS-NOTES
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Jennifer Carino was
honored by the Defense
Visual Information Distri-
bution Service (DVIDS)
for Women’s History
Month. This year’s theme
was “Celebrating Women
‘Who Tell Our Stories.”
Jennifer’s family story
celebrates strong women
making a difference for
future generations.

Frankfurt Kurnit Klein
& Selz has added Camilla
Chan as a partner in the
firm’s litigation group,
where she will handle a
wide range of commercial,
entertainment and intel-
lectual property litigation
matters. Camilla has been
recognized by Southern
California Super Lawyers
as a “rising star” by the
Los Angeles Business
Journal as a minority
leader of influence, and
by the Los Angeles Times
as a leader in diversity,
equity and inclusion. She
serves as a member of the
board of governors of the
Century City Bar Associ-
ation and partnered with
Communities in Schools
Los Angeles to create
a mentorship program
that connects high school
students from historically
marginalized communities
with mentors in the legal
profession.

Eric Chen and his
boys spent a great week
at the Outer Banks, North
Carolina, with Karen
Chin Repsher °03 and
her family. He was glad
to help celebrate the high
school graduation of Anna
Crane and Brian Walk-
er’s oldest son before he
starts college in Amster-
dam this fall; Matt Inman
and Jennifer Wilkes
Inman’00, M.S. 03,
Ph.D. ’07 were also able
to attend. He was excited
to catch up with Marissa
Guillen °01, too.

Suzanne “Suzy”
Christopher is the
director and co-founder
of MySpectrum Counsel-
ing and Coaching, which
ranked No. 244 on the
Inc. 5000 list of fastest
growing private compa-
nies in 2023. MySpec-
trum ranked No. 1in
Richmond, Virginia.

Mary Simonson Hef-
fernan is celebrating 10
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years as a rancher at Five
Marys Farms.

Evelyn Vanderhorst
Lee has been promoted
to a regional president
of Truist, overseeing the
greater Washington and
Maryland region.

At the South Asian Bar
Association of Connecti-
cut annual awards dinner
on Sept. 13, 2023, Aman-
deep Sidhu received
the Distinguished Legal
Professional of the Year
award and delivered the
keynote address.

Jayson Traxler
was appointed as chief
executive officer at Stax,
a Boston-headquartered
mergers and acquisitions
strategy consulting firm.
Jayson joined Stax in
2021 as chief operating
officer and was named
president the following
year.

2001

Class Reporter
LAUREN MORGAN
ELLERMAN ‘01, M.S. '23
lellerman@frithlawfirm.com

Caplin & Drysdale noti-
fied us that Leila Domi-
nick Carney was promot-
ed to member of the firm
effective Oct. 1, 2023.

2002

Class Reporter
LEAH WOOD NELSON

leahnelsonwm02@gmail.com
It is such a joy seeing our
classmates go out and
do cool stuff. Jennifer
Farmer Lessmann just
published her first full
length novel, “Unmagical:
A Witchy Mystery.” This
comes after publishing
several stories on Ama-
zon’s Kindle Vella. Way to
go, Jenn!

Sticking with the class
wordsmiths, Julia Keith
Comfort was recognized
as an editor of the year in
Ragan Communications
and PR Daily’s communi-
cators of the year awards.
She works as a commu-
nications specialist at
Ferguson Enterprises.

Lastly, Kristin Fogg

Dumont was recognized
in the Richmond Free
Press for her work as
co-local group lead of

the Richmond Moms
Demand Action group,
part of the larger national
organization that works
to end gun violence in the
community.

2003

Class Reporter
NINA R. STRICKLAND
SIMONE
nrsimone@gmail.com

Hello Class of 2003!

It was fun to run into
so many of you during
Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend! Sorry about
jumping into the class
picture when he’d already
started taking it. I man-
aged to significantly stall
an already slow-going pro-
cess and subtract precious
minutes from your time
to connect with each other
in the Sunken Garden. I'm
the problem, it’s me.

Congratulations
to West Garrett who
attended with his new
baby! He wrote this prior
to the weekend: “My wife,
Jenny, and I had a baby
girl, Madeleine Murphy
Garrett, on May 12, 2022.
Most of the time, we call
her Maddie. She is doing
well and will be at the
reunion in October.”

Kristen Southerland
Krop shared this:

“This Homecoming was
especially poignant for
the Tribe Field Hockey
team. Classmates Ann
Ekberg Saunders
’03, M.B.A. 08, Ju-
lie Zoolkoski Swin-
ey, Jordan Steele Ma-
rotta 04, Claire Miller
Caetano, and Kristen
Southerland Krop,
with teammates Katie
Silverthorne Hayes
02, Jess Jiao Smith
’02 and Ginny Sut-
ton Turner ’05, as
well as friends Colleen
Knight Harper ’03,
and Cindy Spishak 03
returned to celebrate
their teammate Jessica
Lynn Nixon and honor
her by dedicating the
lobby of the new Tribe

Field Hockey Center in
her memory. In addition
to this being the 20th
anniversary of our
graduation, this was the
10th anniversary of Jess
Nixon’s passing. She
passed away in June 2013
after bravely battling
colon cancer for seven
years. The lobby has
been named the Jessica
Nixon Memorial Lobby
in her honor. There was
a huge show of support
from families, current
players, W&M Athletic
Department Head Field
Hockey Coach Tess Ellis
and former head coach
and current senior asso-
ciate athletics director
Peel Hawthorne 80
for the celebration. Jess
influenced her friends in
a powerful way and her
spirit of determination,
fun, love and handwritten
letters still lives on in
many of our lives daily.”

Finally, send me some-
thing about you. We’re
pushing our mid-40s. No
one cares what you're
“doing” anymore. What-
ever. Yay. Tell us how
you’re living, what you’re
eating, what makes you
laugh. Share how life is
completely different than
what you expected but
also somehow survivable,
which you’d previously
doubted at times. Here’s
the truth: if you don’t
send in updates, I have to
fill this article with the
news clips the magazine
staff sends me. Impres-
sive, but also one-dimen-
sional and can make all of
us feel inadequate. Feel
free to let us know the
ordinary and ridiculous.
We’re all here for it, still,
20 YEARS later.

Go Tribe.

20040

Class Reporter
OWEN GRIMES
PO Box 54658
Oklahoma City, OK 73154
(405) 651-1623
otgrim@gmail.com

T hope you all had a won-
derful summer and fall,
and are now transitioning
into the height of Old Man

Winter. Were you able to
go to Homecoming & Re-
union Weekend 2023 this
year? I know some of you
are holding out until next
year, when it will be our
20th reunion (I am)! I can-
not believe we are already
at that age.  have heard
myself in conversation
say that I am old enough
to have a 20-year-old kid
(of which I do not have).

I also remember during
our senior year, a couple
of my friends and I were
at the Green Leafe Cafe
during Homecoming 2003.
Some alumni in their early
30s came over and sat
with us. Those guys were
buzzed and talking about
their good old days at the
university during the early
1990s. My friends and

I were thinking, “These
guys are OLD.” Well, flash
forward to today, and my
friends and I are in our
early 40s. I could only
think what those college
seniors today would think
of us now! Well, I have
not really had anything
exciting going on in my
life except I revisited Salt
Lake City this past fall. I
had been to Utah the pre-
vious year for business,
and business brought me
back once again. This past
Thanksgiving, I flew back
to Oklahoma City to see
my mom and spend some
holiday time with her. For
2024, besides going to
Homecoming 2024, I will
be heading back to Virgin-
ia for work (the D.C. area).
Hopefully I might run into
some of you!

For some more exciting
news about our fellow
classmates, Rebecca
McAteer Martin wrote
a memoir, “Through the
Darkness: Medicine, Mis-
sions, and Meeting God in
Nepal.” Rebecca’s recently
published book is about
her experience serving as
a missionary physician
in Tansen, Nepal, for two
years (2013-2015). Her
hope is that her memoir
will be encouraging for all
who serve, particularly
in challenging spaces, as
each person seeks to live
out his or her vocation
to care with compassion
and excellence. Rebecca is
honored to have received
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her undergraduate educa-
tion at W&M, and to have
carried that formative
training halfway around
the world, as she uses
it now in the care of her
patients and in teaching
junior learners every day.

Despite all the chaos
of the age in which we
live, I am so grateful that
for a few minutes per
quarter, there is a place
where each of us can go
and reflect on our past,
present and future. And
it only takes a flip of a
magazine page. Thank you
all who have written to
me over the years, and a
“thank you” in advance for
the ones who will write
to me for their very first
time. Keep those updates
coming!

Take care,

-Owen

2005

Class Reporter
BEN BALDWIN
wm2005notes@gmail.com

Hello Class of 2005!

I'm writing to you on
the first night of the NBA
season. When you read
this, the season will be
halfway over! How time
flies.

Here are some updates
from your classmates:

Meghan Ewell
Powers was selected as
one of 40 Adobe Ana-
lytics champions (out of
800 applicants) for the
second year in a row. It’s
an honor to be selected
because Champions are
seen as experts in their
field, speak at various
conferences, and are go-
to resources in the global
community of Adobe
Analytics users.

And to celebrate her
40th birthday, Meghan
and her husband, Chris
Powers ’04, are going
skydiving! Hopefully
youwll hear from her for
the next round of up-
dates, which will mean it
was successful!

Jessica Davis But-
terworth is very excited
to report that she just
started a new venture
with some colleagues,

Range Commercial
Partners, Inc. She is very
excited about the future!
Beth Clites Sawyer has
settled in to her new role
on the digital produc-
tion team at Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello
in Charlottesville, after
her first 15 years there
as an archaeologist. She
continues her connection
to archaeology through
the Council of Virgin-
ia Archaeologists, for
whom she serves as the
treasurer and co-chair
of the public education
committee. Beth and her
husband, Jesse, and their
two beautiful children,
Charlotte (12) and David
(7), love exploring parks
and trails in the Blue
Ridge area and returning
to Williamsburg whenev-
er they can.

2006

Class Reporter
AMBER WALKER
GIDDINGS
amber.giddings
@accomack.k12.va.us

Homecoming & Reunion
Weekend 2023 has just
wrapped up as I am writ-
ing. I was unable to attend
this year, as the school
where I teach and my
children attended hosted
their annual pumpkin
tour the same weekend.
But I so enjoyed the
photos friends posted and
the buzz all over social
media of the ‘Burg and its
festivities. I recently had
the pleasure of writing a
recommendation for my
senior intern to apply to
W&M as well! Hoping

to be able to tell you she
is in the Class of 2028
when we next write! Not
as good as being there,
but definitely keeping
the Tribe spirit alive and
well!

‘We only have one
update this time, class!
We have got to do better.
I know how it is, I really
do! The weeks are some-
times long but they really
fly and time gets away
from us. So, stop right
now and write in! Tell us
what has been happening
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in your amazing lives.
New baby? New pet? Fi-
nally married? Traveling
the world? Or even a new
promotion? We want to
know and cheer you on!

Thank goodness for
Lizzy Spencer and her
alum adventure! She
wrote in that she and
three of her Tribe buddies
recently took a summer
vacay in Maine together.
The freshman hallmates
from third floor Monroe,
as well as three of the
ladies being Alpha Chi
Omega sisters, slipped
away from their hectic
schedules and had an epic
adventure together along
with their five children!
The entourage included
Shawna Kettyle, assis-
tant professor of surgery
at Quinnipiac University
in Connecticut, Alexis
Jovanovic Schroth °05,
an early education spe-
cialist located in Myrtle
Beach, Renu Shah 05,
an in-house counsel at JP
Morgan Chase in Chicago
and Lizzy, who current-
ly serves as a National
Institutes of Health-fund-
ed assistant professor
of pediatric gastroen-
terology, specializing
in inflammatory bowel
disease at Mount Sinai in
New York City. They were
accompanied by their
adorable and entertaining
crew: Bennett and Quinn
Szynal, Trip and Matil-
da Schroth and Patrick
Deem III.

How amazing that
you guys continue your
friendship despite life’s
challenges and busyness;
you are helping your kids
build those bonds as well!
I couldn’t love this more!

Take care, do good,
leave every day a little
better than yesterday.
Hark upon the gale and
see you next time!

2007

Class Reporter
COLLEEN SCHNEIDER
CAMERON
cmschn@gmail.com

Happy New Year to the
Class of 2007. I hope

2024 will be a wonderful
one. I am still working at
a local independent book-
store, and I was excited
when I received a review
copy of “The Pomegran-
ate Gate,” a fantasy novel
by fellow W&M alum
Ariel Kaplan °99. 1 love
finding William & Mary
connections in the book
world! Please read on for
wonderful news from our
classmates.

Tom Bambara and
his wife, Amanda Eh-
rhardt, celebrated their
one-year anniversary on
Sept. 24, 2023, by taking
a family portrait with
their six-week-old son!
Leonardo Thomas Bam-
bara was born on Aug.
12, 2023, at 8 pounds and
21 inches long. Baby and
mom are doing fantastic.

J. Tyler Butts °07,
J.D. 10 was elected as a
Connecticut Bar Foun-
dation Fellow, according
to the March 9, 2023,
Glastonbury Citizen. He
is a partner at Robinson
& Cole LLP in Hartford,
Connecticut. In 2022, he
received the Connecticut
Bar Association Young
Lawyers Section Leader-
ship Award.

Natalia Oehninger
Delaune and Tony
Delaune ’08 will be
celebrating their 10th
wedding anniversary on
May 10, 2024. They’re
forever grateful to have
met in Philosophy of Law
class in ’07. After W&M,
Natalia went on to law
school at the University
of Virginia and worked
at Jones Day, where she
made partner in 2020.
Natalia is currently the
chief compliance officer
at Celanese Corp in
Dallas. Tony graduated
from Southern Methodist
University Law in 2013
and chose the real estate
route. He is now vice
president, regional man-
ager real estate at RGA
Reinsurance. While they
lead busy lives in Dallas,
they plan to introduce
their kids (Adriana, 8,
and Anthony, 6) to lovely
Williamsburg soon.

Victoria Wallace
Dietz was named execu-
tive vice president of the
Curtis Group, according

to the April 24, 2023,
Virginian-Pilot.

Stacey Garrett has
been promoted with ten-
ure to associate professor
of higher education at
Appalachian State Uni-
versity. She started her
faculty career in 2017 af-
ter completing her Ph.D.
in educational leadership
with a concentration
in higher education at
Clemson University. After
leaving W&M, Stacey
went on to earn an M.Ed.
in counseling psychology
with a concentration in
college student personnel
administration at James
Madison University and
worked professional-
ly in student affairs at
Longwood University and
Clemson. She credits her
time as a student leader
and the mentorship she
received at W&M as the
beginning of her career in
higher education/student
affairs.

Mark Maloy recent-
ly published his second
book on the Revolution-
ary War: “To the Last Ex-
tremity: The Battles for
Charleston, 1776-1782.” 1t
describes the battles that
occurred in and around
Charleston, South Car-
olina. This book and his
first book are part of the
“Emerging Revolutionary
War Series,” published by
Savas Beatie.

In March 2023, the
New Jersey attorney gen-
eral’s office announced
Yolanda Melville as the
new senior counsel and
director of community
engagement, a position
that involves “serving as
a liaison to community
stakeholders” in New
Jersey “to connect with
the office’s initiatives.”

In March 2021, Ammie
Pascua helped to found
the Hampton Roads
Reproductive Justice
League, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, volunteer-led
grassroots organization
with the mission to fund
abortion and to end the
stigma around essential
reproductive health care.
Focused on mutual aid
and community care, the
group offers financial
and practical support,
and volunteers receive

SEE EXTENDED CLASS NOTES AT MAGAZINE.WM.EDU/CLASS-NOTES
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abortion doula training
to provide emotional
support to clients. HRRJL
(pronounced “Her-Juhl”)
partners with Virgin-

ia’s four other abortion
funds to provide access
and support to people in
Hampton Roads, across
Virginia and, increas-
ingly, from surrounding
states. Thanks to W&M
Vox and William &
Mary Law School, she is
very happy to have been
invited back on campus
to speak about repro-
ductive justice and the
importance of supporting
abortion funds, especially
post-Roe.

2008

Class Reporter
ASHLEY JEAN PINNEY
Ajpinn08@gmail.com

It was so wonderful seeing
many of you at Homecom-
ing & Reunion Weekend in
October! There are some
exciting updates to report
this issue.

Valeri Vasquez
completed her Ph.D. at
the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley in August
2023. Her dissertation,
“Modeling and Optimiza-
tion for Climate-Aware
Genetic Biocontrol in
Public Health,” paved the
way for a postdoctoral
fellowship at Stanford
University, focused on
emerging biotechnology,
with appointments in
the Stanford University
School of Medicine, the
biology department, and
the Center for Inter-
national Security and
Cooperation.

In October, Roslyn
Banks released her
second children’s book on
Amazon! “Adelaide and
Agriculture” is the No. 1
rated book in its category
for Teen & Young Adult
Agriculture and No. 2
bestseller for the agricul-
ture category. Two years
ago, she released her
first book, “Adelaide the
Accountant.” Both books
highlight landmarks on
William & Mary’s cam-
pus: the Sunken Garden
and Hearth: Memorial to
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the Enslaved.

Samantha Hazell-
O’Brien is expecting
her first child. She also
finished her Doctor of Ed-
ucation degree from the
University of California,
Los Angeles in May.

Mike Peck celebrated
the official close of his
divorce with a bache-
lor party-esque college
reunion in Las Vegas in
June. Billy Coyle joined
him, along with Matt
Morrill °09, Phil Perry
’07, Mark Maloy °07,
Patrick Walsh °07,
Lemuel Hancock °07,
and Tom Kramer °06,
M.B.A. *21. Mike is still
living in Culver City,
California, leading the fi-
nance team for a beverage
startup, and is currently
training for a spartan half
marathon in Fiji. He is
easily in the best shape of
his life.

Joe Dorfler had an-
other daughter in August,
Charlotte Mae! Everyone
is doing great, especially
older sister Clara, who
is taking her job as big
sister very seriously.

Jenni Seckel appears
on the new season of
“Queer Eye” on Netflix. In
episode four, the Fab Five
visits the New Orleans
hometown hero, educator
and W&M alumna. See
more about the episode
at a link in the online edi-
tion, magazine.wm.edu/
class-notes/2008.

Social justice advocate
Richard Luong was re-
cently named the director
of institutional advance-
ment for Equal Justice
Works, a Washington,
D.C., nonprofit.

Lauren Edwards’
Charlotte-based sports
marketing agency, Reine
Digital & Consulting,
continues to be success-
ful, bringing in seven
figures in annual revenue.
The company Edwards
founded in 2017 has 14
full-time employees,
mostly women. It has
over a dozen clients
primarily in motorsports
and continues to bring in
new business.

Thanks for all of the
great updates! You can
send them anytime to
ajpinn08@gmail.com.

2009 ©®

Class Reporter
ANDREW FOILES
afoiles@gmail.com

Hello Class of 2009 and
Happy Homecoming & Re-
union Weekend! Of course
by the time you read this,
Homecoming will have
actually passed; however,
it isn’t too soon to think
about next year, which is
our reunion year! I am not
sure we are all mental-

ly prepared for which
reunion, so I will let some
of the math majors in the
room take it from here,
and psychology majors to
assist after that. Hooray!

Thank you to those of
you who shared your won-
derful pieces of news with
me so that the rest of our
class can celebrate along
with you. It is always so
uplifting to receive your
emails and hear you brag
about yourselves.

Be sure to send me any
updates and life mile-
stones you are celebrating
so they can be featured
here and on the online
Class Notes. Your class
wants to hear from you,
whether it is a new job,

a wedding, a new family
member, or something
outside of the norm. It is
all important and worth
sharing! Just send them to
me at afoiles@gmail.com.
There is also an online
version, which supports
photos, so feel free to send
those in along with your
updates, too.

Go Tribe!

Andy

Updates:

Katharine Schell-
man Paljug celebrated
the release of her second
Jazz Age mystery, “The
Last Drop of Hem-
lock,” with a visit to Wil-
liamsburg and an event
jointly hosted by William
& Mary Libraries and the
Williamsburg Regional
Library. Her fourth Re-
gency mystery, “Murder
at Midnight,” arrived in
bookstores in September.

Katy Knowles Las-
dow and Craig Saslow
welcomed their daughter,
Linden Grace Saslow, on

Oct. 4, 2023.

Patricia Parr realized
a lifelong dream of seeing
the Albuquerque Balloon
Festival, and got two
for one, as the annular
eclipse took place there
as well! See the online
edition for her photos!

Nick Patin and his
wife, Laura, had their
first son on May 30, 2023,
in Charleston, South
Carolina. His name is
Alexander Thomas Patin
and they are looking for-
ward to bringing him onto
campus soon!

Erin Shannahan Mu-
rillas and her husband,
Phil, welcomed their son,
Felix Sebastian, in April
2023.

Winston Brady re-
cently published a novel
entitled “The Inferno,”
the first chapter of which
is based on his experience
at William & Mary. Please
see the online issue for
more on this update.

Catherine Ander-
son Gregory has been
appointed as head of
content and commu-
nications at the Ada
Lovelace Institute, an
independent think tank
working to ensure that
artificial intelligence and
data work for people and
society. Based in London,
Catherine will develop
and lead on Ada’s strate-
gic communications and
content priorities, raising
the institute’s profile and
enhancing the impact of
its work.

After enlisting in the
U.S. Army National
Guard at age 26, Capt.
Eric Evans immediately
noticed the difficulty U.S.
Army National Guard
members and reservists
face in finding employ-
ers with supportive
military leave policies
after enlisting. So, Eric
launched Friendly Forces,
a company that offers the
first comprehensive list of
businesses rated on how
supportive they are of
reservists and U.S. Army
National Guard members.
See a link to this story
from the W&M Alumni
Magazine in the online
edition.

Alex Kyrios co-
wrote “A Handbook of

History, Theory and
Practice of the Dewey
Decimal Classification
System” with professor
M.P. Satija, an emeritus
fellow at Guru Nanak
Dev University in India.
He continues to serve as
chief editor of the Dewey
Decimal Classification,
working remotely after
he and his wife moved to
Delaware County, Penn-
sylvania.

2010

Class Reporter
KARYN BRUGGEMAN
karynbruggeman@gmail.com

2011

Class Reporter
KATE FOILES
katefoiles@gmail.com

Another column full of
great news for the Class of
2011! From someone who
hasn’t had a ton of change
in their life in the past
year or two, it’s always
fun to read what new
things everyone is up to.
As always, stay safe & be
well. — Kate

Zach Armstrong
recently left his full-time
job this year to start his
own content marketing
company, Rooster High
Productions.

Writer and editor
Jordan Bloom has had
an eventful past year — he
sent me this update: “I'm
being sued for $10 million
by the former owner of
Ted Bundy’s Volkswagen
(an amount I could not
possibly pay), I broke a
story about major FBI
corruption on my blog
with a leak out of the
Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee beating The New
Yorker by a month and I
walked 320 miles from
Florence to Rome in May
and June.”

Caitlin Clements
just started year two of a
postgraduate course in the
UK focused on writing for
kids and young adults. She
has also had a few exciting
theatrical co-producing
projects; “Sunset Bou-
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levard” starring Nicole
Scherzinger is currently
running in London, and
it was super exciting to
celebrate that opening in
collaboration with fellow
W&M alums Abigail
Fine 09, M.A. 11 and
Tim Koch. Caitlin is on
the team for a new play
about the Queen Mother
called “Backstairs Billy”
opening in London in
November 2023, and the
West End transfer of Neil
Simon’s “Plaza Suite,”
coming in January 2024.

Emily Martin Co-
chran and her husband,
Garner, welcomed their
daughter, Spencer Jane
Cochran, on May 18,
2023. They currently live
in Rome, Georgia.

Seth Drewry and his
wife, Katie, welcomed
their second child, a boy,
Parker Case Drewry. He
was born on March 16,
2023. They continue to
live in Arkansas, where
they serve as pastors and
Katie teaches elementary
special education.

John Pothen graduat-
ed from Emory University
in Atlanta in May 2023
with an M.D. and a Ph.D.
in sociology. He’s now
working in a community
psychiatry residency
based in Orangeburg,
South Carolina. He lives
in Columbia, South Caro-
lina, with his wife, Abby,
and 3-year-old daughter,
Mira. Before moving away
from Atlanta, he met up
with fellow alumni Bai-
ley Thomson Blake *10
and Jay Bilsborrow for
a goodbye party.

Nicole Rickabaugh
and Christopher Bahls-
Mariles ’12 welcomed a
baby girl, Juliana Lucia
Mariles, in June 2023!

Courtney Sutton
Strosnider is now the
program coordinator of
the Georgia State Univer-
sity Undergraduate Ex-
ercise Science program.
She also received the
GSU College of Educa-
tion and Human Devel-
opment’s Outstanding
Undergraduate Teaching
Award for the 2022-2023
academic year.

Alyssa Weinberger
and her husband, Ben,
welcomed their first

child, a daughter, Luca
Scarlet, into the world
on May 24, 2023. Luca’s
grandparents and W&M
supporters, Karen and
Michael Weinberger, are
over the moon, as is her
canine big brother Lem-
my, who is very protec-
tive of his baby sister.
Congratulations
to Jake Wolfe, who
married Jodie Davis at
Gurney’s Montauk Re-
sorts on April 20, 2023.
Close family attended the
celebration in Montauk.

2012

Class Reporter
MADELEINE BRADSHER
ROWLEY
(703) 609-0570
maddie.b.rowley@gmail.com

Hello Class of 2012,

T hope everyone had a
wonderful fall and a great
Homecoming for those
who attended!

I find myself drawing a
blank for this go around
of Class Notes. The world
seems to be on the brink
of a third world war, and
I really hope that’s not
the case. The news cycle
has been horrific lately,
and I find that I can’t turn
away from what I see on
Twitter and the TV.

As a parent, it seems
more difficult to digest
such news because I can’t
help but superimpose my
daughter into the photos
I've seen and fret about
what I can do to protect
her from all of it. ’'m sure
many of you feel similarly.
Luckily, William & Mary
provided us with a built-
in community from the
minute we all stepped onto
campus for the first time as
students, and we’d do well
to tap into those friend-
ships and connections in
times like these.

“No one is useless in the
world who lightens the
burdens of another.” —
Charles Dickens

In Tribe We Trust,

Maddie Rowley

Chelsea German
Follett published her first
book, “Centers of Progress:
40 Cities That Changed the
‘World,” which is available
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at all major retailers. Chel-
sea is the managing editor
at HumanProgress.org and
is also a policy analyst at
the Cato Institute’s Center
for Global Liberty & Pros-
perity.

Zara Fina Stasi, artist
and founder of Good for
the Bees, designed the
Wren Traditions W&M
shirt given to new William
& Mary students at the
Cheers to Your First Year
event during orientation.
Zara, who uses art as a
tool to help people thrive,
also left her mark on our
campus with a mural at
the Sadler Center this
summer.

As a Marine Corps judge
advocate, Maj. Shannon
Beydler Hillery has
practiced law and served
her country in locations
from Washington, D.C., to
the middle of the Pacific
Ocean. For her service,
she was awarded the 2022
Outstanding Young Mili-
tary Lawyer Award by the
American Bar Association.

Walter Hickey, Pulit-
zer Prize-winning author
and data expert, shares
insight into the effects
of pop culture in his new
book, “You Are What You
Watch.” The book employs
a mix of research, deep
reporting and 100 data
visualizations to investi-
gate how entertainment
affects us in surprising and
significant ways.

Laura Faulkner
Miller ’12, M.B.A. 19
and her husband, Karson,
welcomed their son, Asher,
on Sept. 27.

Katherine Mize mar-
ried Joe Iriarte (a 2009
University of Virginia
graduate) in a ceremony
at The Jefferson Hotel in
Richmond, Virginia, on
Sept. 30, 2023. They met
in New York City and now
live in Boston with their
pup, Alfie.

2013

Class Reporter
LAURA BROND DZIUBAN
laura.brond@gmail.com

Hello, Class of 2013!
‘What an absolute joy it
was to see many of you

during Homecoming &
Reunion Weekend in
October. I was delight-
ed to reconnect with
freshman-year hallmates
from DuPont, peers from
various classes all over
campus, and friends with
whom it feels like no time
has passed at all. I only
wish the weekend could
have been longer, with
more time to wander
every path between the
‘Wren Building and the
Martha Wren Briggs
Amphitheatre at Lake
Matoaka, walk the length
of DoG Street and devour
our beloved Cheese Shop
sandwiches.

I'm already looking
forward to our 15-year
reunion! In the meantime,
thank you to everyone
who sent me your exciting
news.

Laura Traub Cooper
and her husband wel-
comed their second son,
John Charles, in June. He
is healthy and all are do-
ing well adjusting to being
a family of four.

As reported in the June
10 edition of the Virginia
Gazette, Roger Hopper
won his eighth Colonial
Road Runners Grand Prix
race of the year, setting a
course record and break-
ing his age group record at
the Kingswood Klam 5K.

Jess Asaro Yon and
her husband, Michael,
celebrated their sixth
wedding anniversary in
the company of family and
friends on July 1, 2023.
They live in Leesburg,
Virginia, with their cats,
Skylar and Toby, and their
pup, Eli. Jess graduated
with an MBA from George
Mason University in De-
cember.

Sarah Young Haden
and her husband welcomed
their first child, a daughter
named Kendall Lorraine
Haden, on July 8. See a
photo of the adorable little
one in our online Class
Notes!

Ashlea Morgan was
married on Aug. 19 in
Newport News, Virginia.
She was honored to have
Brittany Flowers, Jen-
na Whitney ’12, Asia
Sykes and Joyce Mireku
’14 in attendance.

Matt Devendorf

and Gabrielle Eriquez
Devendorf’13, J.D. ’19
welcomed their first child,
a son named Luke Spencer
Devendorf, on Aug. 27.

He weighed 6 pounds,

8 ounces, and was 19.5
inches long.

2014 0

Class Reporter
THOMAS E. VEREB
tvereb@wcchapel.org

Happy New Year, Tribe!
As I type this column,

I'm trying wrap my head
around this issue being
mailed out in 2024, ten
years since we graduated!
Ten!Isn’t that where we
shift to using the number
10? We’re no longer using
letters to spell out the
years since we were on
campus; we’re on to fig-
ures. We were on campus
10 years ago. Oh my.

And I don’t know about
you, but I still think I
look fairly young. Like,
you give me a W&M
hoodie and plant me on
the Sunken Garden, I'd
blend, right? Wrong.

My wife and I enjoyed
the Homecoming Parade
last October with Matt
Carpenter °13 and his
family, and I knew pretty
quickly I would stand out
if I were to try to join a
student float. So maybe
our place isn’t in the
parade, but we’re forever
a part of “the student’s
voices swelling strong and
true and clear. Alma ma-
ter’s love they’re telling,
ringing far and near.” On
to the love:

In the last issue, we
shared news of Yonsoo
Kang’s move to London
in the summer. Yonsoo
was pleased to be visited
by Eric Wong ’14,
M.Acc. ’15 and Ste-
ven Arquieta as they
traveled through Europe.
The three of them toured
Westminster and hiked
the Seven Sisters on
the southern coast of
England. Together, they
reminisced on their time
together at William &
Mary. Yonsoo appreciated
“the chance to learn more
about them as individ-
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uals in relation to being
children of immigrants
and navigating cultural
and linguistic differences
for our parents in the
U.S.” Thanks for sharing,
Yonsoo!

Join me in congrat-
ulating our newlywed
classmates!

Joseph Stief married
Jessica Wong in 2021.
Jessica is a U.S. Space
Force officer, and together
Jessica and Joe live in
Tokyo. See the online
edition of these notes for a
photo of Joe representing
the Tribe at the summit of
Mount Fuji!

Jessica Parks married
Jeroen Goossens on
June 3, 2023, in Norfolk,
Virginia. They currently
reside in Reston, Virginia,
where Jeroen works as
a software engineer and
Jessica works in business
development at a govern-
ment contracting firm.

Cassidy Reich Smith
and Jack Smith were
married on Aug. 12, 2023,
in Marlboro, New York.
One month after their
wedding, they brought
home a French bulldog
puppy; Petey (you are
going to want to view the
online edition of these
notes for a photo). The
Smiths currently reside in
the Hudson Valley.

Khaki LaRiviere and
Nick Bryant married on
Oct. 14, 2023, at the Wren
Chapel. The ceremony
was followed by a cocktail
reception, dinner and
dancing at the Williams-
burg Inn. Khaki’s brides-
maids were all members
of the Tribe: Stacey
LaRiviere (maid of hon-
or), Meredith Looney,
Rose Braue ’15 Catie
Pavilack Shelton and
Annie Scoggins Son-
crant. Khaki and Nick
rang the bell after their
ceremony at the Wren
Chapel, and arrived at
the Williamsburg Inn on
horse and carriage while
Fife and Drums led the
guests to the Regency
Ballroom where everyone
danced the night away.

Sara Igbal married
Nickolas Armstrong on
Nov. 11, 2023, in Lanham,
Maryland. Sara is due fur-
ther congratulations; she
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graduated with a Master
of Business Administra-
tion from the University
of Virginia’s Darden
School of Business in May
2023.

Lastly, we’ve got three
baby announcements to
share:

To Jessie Partridge
17 and Jeb Cooke ’14,
M.Acc. ’16, a son, Rowan
Jacob, on July 20, 2023.

To Zoe Altholz Mor-
ris and Grant Edward
Morris, a son, lan An-
thony, on Sept. 23, 2023.

Kelly Berdelle Ny-
quist and her husband,
Nate, welcomed their sec-
ond child, Heidi Augusta
Nyquist, on Oct. 6. Heidi’s
big brother, Soren, has
been gently patting her
head like he practiced on
their dog, Karlee, during
Kelly’s pregnancy.

Congratulations, Tribe!
Enjoy this final year as
members of the Young
Guarde and be sure to
send updates as you
proudly press on older and
wiser!

2015

Class Reporter
CHRIS PAPAS
christopher.d.papas
@gmail.com

Hello, Class of 2015!

Just a few quick wedding
updates to share with you
all. Shannon Butler
married her partner of six
years, Dean Blackmore,
on Oct. 1 in Newport
News, with Carlyn
Hoffman and Heath-

er Hoskins serving as
bridesmaids. Meanwhile,
Nikolai Morse married
Jalei Celik in an intimate
ceremony and celebration
in Chicago on Aug. 25.
Congratulations to the
happy couples!

2016

Class Reporter
EMILY NYE
emilynyeO1@gmail.com

T hope everyone has been
keeping safe and well!
I’'m excited to share some

new updates from mem-
bers of our graduating
class:

Sean Sheldon is
currently entering his
second season as an assis-
tant coach for the Utah
Jazz. He spent this past
summer as an assistant
coach for Team Finland
in the FIBA World Cup
tournament in Okinawa,
Japan.

Krista Braun is
currently a second-year
student at Tufts Univer-
sity’s Cummings School
of Veterinary Medicine,
where she is pursuing
her passion for equine
sports medicine. She is
thoroughly enjoying every
moment of her veterinary
school journey! She has
also recently entered a
new chapter in her life
by marrying Kyle Carter.
Their wedding took place
on Sept. 2, 2023, in Estes
Park, Colorado.

Julia Canney and
Timothy Schorr cel-
ebrated their wedding
this past Labor Day on
Cape Cod, Massachusetts,
surrounded by family
and friends. It was a
true W&M affair with
26 alumni in attendance,
including members of the
classes of ’82, ’86, ’94,
’16, °17,°20, and ’21. Julia
and Tim met during their
freshman year at William
& Mary, and now live in
Boston, where Julia is
completing her J.D. at
Northeastern University
School of Law.

Jamie Garza (former-
ly Harris) and Christina
Cisarik were married in
an intimate and colorful
ceremony in Chicago on
Oct. 7, 2023. Jamie has
developed a career as
a community organizer
and data analyst in her
time since William &
Mary. She is currently the
senior data and analytics
manager for the national
racial justice nonprofit,
Color of Change.

Amanda Van-
Inwegen married John
McGuinness J.D. °20
in Richmond, Virginia, on
Oct. 7, 2023.

Emery Lambert grad-
uated with a Master of
Social Work from Wash-
ington University in St.

Louis this August and is
now glad to be back in the
Washington, D.C., area.

Kiara A. Earle
graduated from Ameri-
can University in 2021
with a Master of Arts in
intercultural and inter-
national communication.
She was awarded a Boren
Fellowship to Japan but
could not complete it due
to travel restrictions at
that time. Kiara is now
a proposal operations
specialist at an informa-
tion technology company
that services clients in
the U.S. Department of
Defense and other federal
agencies.

For the past two years,
Kiara has been competing
in Olympic weightlift-
ing. This December, she
will be competing in her
second national meet
as an 81-kilogram lifter.
She is also expecting
that her latest total will
qualify her for The Nike
2024 USA Weightlifting
National Championships
Week in Pittsburgh next
June. Fingers crossed!

Alison Dommel
O’Shea married Trevor
O’Shea ’17 on June 24,
2023, in Washington,
D.C.!

It was another Tribe
wedding for Alison’s
family. Her parents (Paul
Dommel ’86 and Marilyn
Flaherty Dommel *87)
got married in the Wren
Chapel. During the wed-
ding, they took a W&M
group picture with repre-
sentation from the classes
of’86, 87,12, ’14, ’15, ’16,
’17,°18, and 19!

And finally, after
graduating with a degree
in linguistics, Max Mohr
spent two years teach-
ing English as a second
language in Seoul, South
Korea. Upon his return
to the U.S., he built up
a presence in Charlot-
tesville, Virginia. He is
currently the No. 2 man
for Gig Strategic, a digital
marketing startup. He is
also active as a musician
under the name Max
Mandu, writing songs
and playing shows across
Central Virginia.

Thank you to everyone
for your updates! Best
wishes until next time.

2017

Class Reporter
CAPRIELLE D’ULISSE
caprielle.gianna@gmail.com

Neal Courter wrote in a
William & Mary Alumni
(@wmalumni) Instagram
takeover: “I’'m current-

ly living an itinerant
lifestyle working as an
aerialist on tour with @
cirquedusoleil! We spent
the past nine months in
Montreal to work on the
creation and premiere
run of Cirque’s newest
Big Top production called
‘ECHO. I'm excited that
we are starting our North
American tour not too
far from the ’Burg — at
Tysons Corner in the
D.C. area!” Neal was also
featured in the online
exclusive article “Neal
Courter ’17 is living his
dream with Cirque du
Soleil.” Look for a link in
our online Class Notes.

Emily Zinger sent
this news, along with
photo for the online
version:

Kyhl Stephen and 1
were married at a friend’s
vineyard in Madison,
Virginia. Many William &
Mary friends were there
to celebrate, including
groomsman Brian Jen-
kins ’16, maid of honor
Diya Uthappa, groom-
stress Abby Russo ’18,
groomstress Ivy Duerr,
bridesmaid Sofia Wolfe
24 and groomsman
Joshua Zinger °20.

2018

Class Reporter
PHOEBE BRANNOCK
brannock.notes@gmail.com

It’s been a while, and we
have quite a bit to catch up
on. Firstly, my apologies
for my neglect of the fall
2023 issue. I have the best
excuse I will ever have to
miss a deadline: I graduat-
ed from Washington and
Lee University School of
Law in May, moved from
Lexington to Roanoke, and
at the time of the deadline
was studying religiously
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for the Virginia Bar Exam.
I spent my evenings sitting
in the bathtub with a glass
of bourbon and flashcards,
switched from reading
novels to reading former
Virginia essay questions

at bedtime, and in the last
17 days before the exam,
used my daily hourlong
dog walks to call my
father (an attorney with a
breadth of knowledge that
never ceases to amaze me)
to ask him legal questions.
In the week before the bar
exam, Sarah Anderson
’17 surprised me with a
breakfast visit to Roanoke.
There was a method to my
madness because on Oct.
12 at 1:42 p.m., my father
called me to tell me that
the Virginia Board of Bar
Examiners had released
the pass list, which includ-
ed my name. I’ve never
been so relieved in my life.
1 think Kate Pollard J.D.
’23, who is also beginning
her legal career at Gentry
Locke (albeit in our Rich-
mond office) may have felt
a similar wave of relief.

I am not, however,
the only newly minted
esquire in our class. Katie
DeMallie graduated from
Georgetown University
Law Center, and Heather
McShea graduated from
George Mason Universi-
ty’s Antonin Scalia Law
School. Both passed the
D.C. Bar Exam. Dana
Florczack graduated
from the University of
Michigan Law School. I
am not sure which state
bar exam she took, but
Dana, if you’re reading
this, let us know. La-
dies, congratulations,
and I’d love to hear your
bar study and bar exam
stories. Everyone who’s
taken it has one.

Now that we’ve covered
lawyers, we’ll turn to
doctors. Hollie Soave
graduated from Eastern
Virginia Medical School.
Irina Gavrila graduated
from Wake Forest Univer-
sity School of Medicine,
and she recently become
engaged. Congratulations
to you both on becoming
doctors, and Irina, we
wish you the greatest
happiness.

Lauren Hoak also now
wears a diamond on her

left ring finger. Elisabeth
Merrifield and Ryan
Corcoran ’16 are set to
tie the knot too. Alex Xe-
nos and Tatiana Venn
Xenos were married

on a beautiful October
weekend. Tatiana wore
what I can only describe
as a modern take on a
Princess Diana dress, and
it was gorgeous. Danny
O’Dea married his bride
in November at King Fam-
ily Vineyard. I currently
have mental images of

the wedding party, which
included Dan Acker-
man ’16, Alex Klein and
Jonah Yesowitz °18,
M.S. ’19, ducking out of
the way of polo ponies as
they processed down the
aisle. Please send your best
wishes to Lauren, Elisa-
beth and Tatiana and your
congratulations to Ryan
and Danny.

Luke Hogg °19, Sarah
Anderson and a non-W&M
friend started a group chat
where they attempt to
find eligible men for me.

I date only men who can
bring me dead animals
(read: hunt or fish) and
are from the South (strong
preference for a fellow
Virginian). Needless to
say, I am not fishing in our
alumni pool, but I chal-
lenge someone to prove
me wrong.

Tanner Holland and
Madison Free Holland
°19 and their baby boy
(1) are living in Jordan,
where Grace Grimsley
°19 visited them this past
summer. We all want Tan-
ner and Madi’s life, and if
you say you don’t, I don’t
believe you.

Delaney McAleer has
adopted a dog since the
last time I wrote. Welcom-
ing a four-legged friend
into my home was the
highlight of my 2022, and
I'hope your pup was the
highlight of your 2023.

Phoebe Bain ’19, our
dyed-in-the wool New
York City girl, is now
officially the most famous
person I know. This past
summer, she tweeted
about the agony of delet-
ing notes from her high
school AP U.S. history
class from her computer, a
process with which almost
every one of us can relate.
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Betches Media featured
the tweet on their social
media, and Phoebe went
viral.

Now that we are all
five years post-college,
earning post-graduate
degrees, getting married
and having children (furry
ones included) it’s time the
magazine stopped arriving
at our parents’ doorstep
thrice a year. Update your
contact information to the
home that you've created
for yourself by visiting
wmalumni.com (look for
the gold “update your info”
button), making an account
on myl693.com or email-
ing alumni.magazine@
wm.edu so that the lovely
staff can fix everything for
you. I promise it’s painless.

Cheers,

PMB

2019 ©

Class Reporter
CONNOR GLENDINNING
cglendinning@ufl.edu

I have some news to pass
along to you all in this
issue, but it is unusually
accompanied by very little
of my own. I am happy to
report that I am finally in
my third and final year of
law school, which I would
like to be a fairly relaxed
experience. Unfortunately,
I am editing around the
clock as editor in chief
of the Florida Journal of
International Law, but
looking forward to making
it through this finals sea-
son and taking some time
off over the holidays.

‘With that said, let’s
dive right in. My fresh-
man hallmates seem to
be doing especially well.
Alex Gilliam and Emma
Forman Gilliam recently
welcomed the cutest baby
boy, Owen. Emma has
been both personally and
professionally working on
women’s health issues in
recent years. She started
the group Running for Roe
in 2022 to advocate for
reproductive rights and is
currently pursuing a mas-
ter of science in nursing
as a women’s health nurse
practitioner at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

Meanwhile, Nathan Ra-
kos and Emily Hynes,
both former Monroe
residents, recently got
engaged and are planning
a spring wedding in April
2025.

Over the summer, there
were a number of other
notable engagements.
William Schubert pro-
posed to Lauren Hobbs
on a stunning rocky
outcrop in Isle of Skye,
Scotland. Closer to home
but equally beautiful,
Isaac Levy *20 proposed
to Sami Kim at sunset
on a Nantucket beach.
They previously shared
vows in a 2018 Greek life
ceremony, but this time
will be official. Continuing
a string of scenic engage-
ments, Kenneth Preston
proposed to Isabelle Ro-
driguez while sailing off
of Long Island. Kenny and
Izzy were then married in
October.

Earlier in the year,
McKinley Saunders
married Coy DeWeese
in Charlottesville with
a number of alumni in
attendance, including
Kat Danstrom °18 who
passed along this news.

While I was in New
York City over the sum-
mer, I was excited to
see Megan Beier a few
times. She just ran the
New York City Marathon
in support of JDRF, the
leading type 1 diabetes
research foundation. 26.2
miles through all five
boroughs is such a feat. I
am so impressed by all of
the runners in our class
and especially proud of
Megan! Elena Gaffney
and Annie Miller also
ran the New York City
Marathon this year. This
is Annie’s third in a row,
but she intends to take a
turn cheering from the
sidelines next year.

In other news, Louise
Ferrall is reading more
than ever as a gender
studies doctoral stu-
dent at the University of
Indiana. I also heard that
Ben Skopic °19, Ph.D.
*23 recently joined the
Institute for Defense
Analyses as a research
staff member from Mari-
ana Kornreich °23, who
also works at IDA. Ben

completed his doctorate
in materials science and
engineering at William &
Mary in 2023.

And with that, I have to
get back to my own read-
ing. Keep in touch!

2020

Class Reporter
DEVON BORTZ
debortz@gmail.com

804.928.6490

Happy 2024! I hope that
you all had a wonderful
holiday season and were
able to spend quality time
with family and friends.
It was lovely catching up
with some of you in Wil-
liamsburg at Homecoming
& Reunion Weekend (Oct.
19-22, 2023)!
Here’s the latest news:
After graduating from
the Wake Forest Univer-
sity School of Law on
May 12, 2023, Cameron
Bray passed the North
Carolina bar examination
in the summer of 2023
and was sworn in as an
attorney-at-law on Sept.
28, 2023. He took the
oath of office and filed his
sworn oath as an attorney
with the Clerk of Superior
Court of Iredell County. He
said his oath publicly in the
Iredell County Hall of Jus-
tice at Statesville before
Iredell County Superior
Court Judge Bill Wood,
presiding in residence.
Congratulations, Cameron!
Kelsey Vita °20, J.D.
*23 finished law school at
William & Mary and re-
cently moved to Pittsburgh
with her longtime partner,
Sean Balick ’19. Kelsey
and Sean have a feisty cat
named Sidney and love
living in Pittsburgh so far,
but are bracing themselves
for the Pittsburgh winters
everyone keeps talking
about. Please reach out if
you’re in the area!
Maxwell Cloe °20,
ML.A. *21 and their part-
ner, Ruby Tippl, proposed
to one another during the
week of Oct. 7, 2023! The
couple met at a Mitski
concert on campus hosted
by WCWM 90.9 College
Radio in 2019. They will
be married in a Quaker

SEE EXTENDED CLASS NOTES AT MAGAZINE.WM.EDU/CLASS-NOTES



ceremony in fall 2024.

Maggie More got
engaged to Quinn Cam-
pagna in September! He’s
in Japan for a graduate
school fellowship, and
when Maggie traveled to
Japan for the first time to
visit him, he proposed on
their anniversary! (Shout-
out to their mutual friend/
Maggie’s roommate, Clara
Stebbins, for convinc-
ing Maggie that she “just
wanted a travel buddy for
the long flight and when
else will she get to see
Japan,” so she could tag
along and help Quinn pull
everything off.)

As always, it’s so won-
derful hearing from you
all! Keep in touch.

Best,

Devon

2021

Class Reporter
JUDITH TAUBER ‘21
imt349@cornell.edu

Wow, it’s already winter!
Seems like the fall went
by so fast ...

Just two quick pieces
of notes, from newspaper
clippings:

As I'm sure you've
heard or (I hope not)
experienced yourself,
landing an internship
is difficult nowadays.
Amanda Yeo contrib-
uted to a Deseret News
article from June 14 on
this topic, stating that the
pandemic even eliminat-
ed some internships to
which many had applied.
I'm crossing my fingers
for Amanda and everyone
else that this changes
soon.

Annecy Daggett
also shared in an Aug. 1
Winston-Salem Journal
article that she completed
the Smiley Sprint Tri-
athlon — that her father
had started — after an
accident months prior.
What a comeback — good
for you, Annecy! She is
a competitive triathlete
and graduate student in
mental health counseling
at Columbia University.

Hope you all enjoy the
festive season! As always,
Ilook forward to reading
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your news, which you can
send to jmt349@cornell.
edu.

2022

Class Reporter
SELAM BERHANE 22
wm2022classreporter
@gmail.com

Hello everyone!

I sincerely hope you’ve
been doing well and had a
great holiday season! It’s
times like these where I
miss the summer warmth
and humidity (I'm sure I'll
regret saying this in a few
months). Here are some
updates from members of
our graduating class!

Daniel Speer moved
to Arlington (Colonial
Village), Virginia, in Au-
gust 2022, and began his
two-year training period
at the U.S. Government
Accountability Office. So
far, he’s worked on reports
about tax administration
and homeland securi-
ty acquisitions. He has
also focused heavily on
his train-chasing hobby,
driving about 15,000 miles
to see and pursue trains
in places ranging from
Williamsburg to Toronto,
Ontario. If you have any
recommendations for plac-
es to check out, let him
know! If someone reading
this moved to the Wash-
ington, D.C., area recently
and is feeling isolated or
just wants someone to talk
to, just ask me for Daniel’s
email and reach out! He
knows firsthand that it’s
hard to make friends in
a new city, particularly if
large social venues are not
your thing.

Alondra Burton
was a neuroscience and
biochemistry major and
Overwatch team captain
on the W&M esports team.
Once thought of as casual
entertainment, esports has
grown into a recognized
academic and applied
learning initiative. She
uses the leadership expe-
rience gained on the team
in her job as a contractor
with the Department
of Homeland Security’s
BioWatch Program, which
provides early detection

of bioterrorism events
and helps communities
prepare a response. She
was included in the article
“Expanding Competition”
in the spring 2023 W&M
Alumni Magazine. Check
it out!

Thank you to everyone
for your updates, please
keep them coming! Best
wishes until next time.

2023

Class Reporter
JULIA DEKORTE 23
wmclassof23@gmail.com

Hi Class of 2023!

It was so lovely to see
so many of us at Home-
coming & Reunion Week-
end this past October. 1
hope everyone is doing
well in their post-grad era.

I am living at home
and working remotely. I
finished up at the Colum-
bia Publishing Course at
the Columbia Journalism
School this past summer,
which I absolutely loved.
Now, I write articles and
reviews for a few different
companies and am quite
happy doing so alongside
my coworkers, Georgia
and Piper (my dogs). I
visit DJ Olson in NYC
all the time, though as of
right now it’s been raining
almost every weekend.
Hoping that’s not still the
case when this comes
out ...

Just a few updates this
time!

DJ Olson is settling
into his job at the Guggen-
heim nicely. In November,
the two of us traveled to
Santa Monica, California,
for a beautiful wedding.
He plans on heading to
Bend, Oregon, to visit
family around Christmas-
time, and in early Decem-
ber, we ran a half mara-
thon together (or at least,
I hope we did. 'm writing
this in October, when the
maximum number of miles
we’ve run is six!)!

Madeleine Fleenor
is working on Capitol
Hill for Sen. Rand Paul of
Kentucky.

Rebecca Rogers °22
is living in Arlington with
Brooke Lameroux.

She continues to work at
Georgetown Hospital’s
NICU before she attends
Randolph-Macon Col-
lege’s physician assistant
program in January. So
proud!!

Caroline Teneyck
*21 is loving law school at
Georgetown University,
and is also loving being
near Rebecca again,
though Kate Vermilyea
22 and I were sad to see
her leave New York City.

Sarah Larimer joined
the Institute for Defense
Analyses (IDA) as a data
science fellow in the
strategy, forces and re-
sources division of IDA’s
Systems and Analyses
Center.

Sarah earned her bach-
elor’s degree in data
science and economics.

Mariana R. Korn-
reich joined the IDA as
an editorial production
coordinator in the Cor-
porate Communications
Directorate, located at
the institute’s Alexandria,
Virginia, headquarters.
Kornreich earned her
bachelor’s degree in reli-
gious studies and English.

That’s all from me,
friends. Send me more
updates! I'm begging you!
Go Tribe!!

Arts &
Sciences

Graduate School
Reporter
DR. JONATHAN R.
SKUZA PH.D. "11
Eastern Michigan University
Dept. of Physics & Astronomy
240 Strong Hall
Ypsilanti, Ml 48197
(734) 487-8797 (work)
jskuza@emich.edu
We are looking for a
new reporter for gradu-
ate alumni in the Arts &
Sciences. If interested,
please contact alumni.
magazine@wm.edu.

T hope that you’ve had

a great start to the New
Year! I'm especially
excited for 2024 and the
April 8 total solar eclipse.
Iimplore you to travel and
go see totality if possible
(unless you experienced

totality in 2017 or plan to
wait until the next one in
2045)! But for now, please
join me in congratulating
our fellow alumni on their
accomplishments last year
and be sure to share some
of your recent highlights
with us.

Seth Feman M.A.
’05, Ph.D. °17 (American
studies) has been charting
the future of the Frist Art
Museum in Nashville as its
CEO and executive direc-
tor since February 2022,
as reported by the Nash-
ville Business Journal.

Meredith Henne
Baker M.A. 07 (histo-
ry), who wrote “The Rich-
mond Theater Fire: Early
America’s First Great Di-
saster” (Updated Edition,
LSU Press, 2022), joined
author Rachel Beanland at
Swem Library on Sept. 28
to discuss their research
and writing processes.

Michael Academia
M.S. *22 (biology), an
osprey researcher at the
Center for Conservation
Biology and adjunct fac-
ulty at Virginia Peninsula
Community College, has
been studying the decline
of ospreys in Mobjack Bay
due to the overfishing of
Atlantic menhaden. He
and many others are advo-
cating for the commercial
fishing industry to move
out of Mobjack Bay and
back into the Atlantic
Ocean so that local pop-
ulations can rebuild, as
reported by the New York
Times.

Scott Atwood M.A.
*91 (history), a stock-
holder at the law firm
of Henderson, Franklin,
Starnes & Holt, P.A.,
delivered a legal update on
the Public Whistleblowers
Act, Bullying and Harass-
ment at the 2023 Summer
Conference of the Florida
School Board Attorneys
Association.

Michael Tierney 87,
M.A. ’88 (government),
George & Mary Hylton
Professor of International
Relations and director
of the Global Research
Institute at W&M, had a
conversation at the Green
Leafe Cafe 20 years ago
that led to the creation of
two research labs within
W&M’s Global Research
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Institute: AidData (for-
merly Project Level Aid
or PLAID) and Teaching,
Research & International
Policy Project (TRIP).

If you missed the story,
you can read it in W&M
Online Exclusives.

Tracy Camp Ph.D.
93 (computer science),
founding department head
and professor emerita of
computer science at the
Colorado School of Mines,
has been serving as the
executive director of the
Computing Research As-
sociation since July 2022.

Mason
School of
Business

Graduate School
Reporter
JOY GONZALEZ M.ACC.
‘23
joyago@protonmail.com

Well, another year has
passed, or at least it will
have by the time this is
published. Right now,
however, we are smack
in the middle of fall and
there is just so much
going on. For my fellow
2023 M.Acc. graduates,
I know we are all deep
into testing for the CPA
exams. With the changes
coming in 2024, a lot of
us have been trying to
knock out as many as we
can. I have heard won-
derful news from many of
you who have been pass-
ing and frustrating news
for those who will have to
retake an exam, but just
remember this isn’t a fail-
ure, it’s just a “move the
goal post” scenario! Also,
many, if not all of us, have
begun our new associate
positions and are now
trying to balance studying
with work, big changes all
around.

There have been quite
a few updates over the
summer and this fall, and
I am happy to now share
them with you. Please
keep in mind, if you ever
want an update posted,
just send me an email at
joyago@protonmail.com
with the subject “Mason

Class Update.” Include
your update, name and
year of graduation and
I’ll be sure to add it to
the next issue. Remem-
ber that it takes about
three months from the
time I write an article
for the Class Notes to be
published.

Happy New Year, wish-
ing you all peace and love
and happiness!!

Updates:

Alec Wesson M.Acc.
°23 and Amanda Ni-
cole Newman tied the
knot on June 3, 2023,
at Cedar Lane Farms in
Dinwiddie, Virginia. They
honeymooned in Cancun,
Mexico. Congratulations
Mr. and Mrs. Wesson!

Matthew Tanner °21,
M.Acec. ’23 and Cecil-
ia Smith were married
on June 17, 2023, at St.
Veronica Church in Chan-
tilly, Virginia, and had
an amazing honeymoon
in Plaka, Crete, Greece.
Congratulations Mr. and
Mrs. Tanner!

Tyrese Washington
M.Acec. ’23 and Julia
O’Reilly said “I DO” on
July 29, 2023, at Glass
Hill Venue in Goode,
Virginia. Congratulations
Mr. and Mrs. Washington!

Cecilia Mahan J.D.
°22, M.Acc. 23 is
thrilled to announce that
she passed the Massachu-
setts Bar Exam! So proud
of you, Cece!

Eleanor Martin
M.Acec. ’23 officially
passed all four sections
of the CPA exam! Huge
accomplishment and so
soon after graduation.
You are an inspiration!

Laura Faulkner
Miller °12, M.B.A. 19
and her husband, Karson,
welcomed their first baby,
Asher, to the family on
Sept. 27, 2023. Congratu-
lations to you both! Enjoy
every precious moment
with little Asher.

Kevin Burke M.B.A.
’84, congratulations to
you for six years on the
LA500! What a huge ac-
complishment this is!

Lance Zaal ’09,
M.B.A.’12, a former
Marine and now owner of
the tour company Colo-
nial Ghosts in Williams-
burg, has made four trips
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to Ukraine since March
2022 to help prepare and
arm soldiers in the war
zone. He has made this
cause his own and has
started an organization
called Ghosts of Liberty
to raise additional money
for the cause. We thank
you for your service!
Laura Labuschaigne
M.Acc. ’19 timed in
at 17:52, winning the
seventh annual King-
swood Klam 5K run for
the women and placing
fourth overall. She also
broke the age group
record for women 25-29
years old and was above
the national class of 80%
(82.46%). Wow, this is
just impressive, nice job
fellow M.Acc. grad!
Jennifer Palestrant
M.B.A. 97 is proud
to announce she has
been named senior vice
president of public affairs
for offshore wind at
Invenergy. She will work
to expand their offshore
wind development portfo-
lio. Congratulations and
thanks for looking out for
the environment!
Stephanie Linnartz
M.B.A. ’97, president
and CEO of Under Ar-
mour, deserves a hearty
congratulations for
being named one of the
50 Women in Power for
2023, a true inspiration!
Sarah Clarke M.B.A.
’94 was named one of the
‘Women of Excellence by
the Baltimore Business
Journal. Congratulations
on this accomplishment!
Susan Forbes Dewey
°’78, M.B.A. °80 has
decided to retire as the
Virginia Housing CEO
after a wonderful 24
years of heading up the
Richmond-based housing
authority. Congratula-
tions on your well-de-
served retirement!
Baxter Phillips III
M.B.A. 08 was appoint-
ed as chief operating
officer at Lobe Sciences
Ltd. and will serve as
president of Altemia and
Co. LLC, which focus-
es on the treatment of
patients with sickle cell
anemia. Looks like double
congratulations are in
order here!
Meghan D. Palombo

M.B.A. 23 is the new
associate vice president
for annual giving and
philanthropic engagement
at William & Mary. Con-
gratulations and thank
you for all you do!

School of
Education

We are looking for a
class reporter for the
School of Education. I’
interested, please contact
alumni.magazine@
wm.edu. The following
items were compiled by
our editorial team.

Loury Ollison Floyd
Ph.D. °03 has been
named the inaugural
assistant provost for ac-
ademic operations at Le-
noir-Rhyne University in
Hickory, North Carolina,
as of July 1, as reported in
the Carolina Peacemaker.
She previously served as
a professor and dean of
the School of Education
at University of North
Carolina at Pembroke.

Angelo Letizia Ph.D.
14 recently earned the
rank of associate profes-
sor of education at Notre
Dame of Maryland Uni-
versity in Baltimore. He is
also the department head
of initial teaching pro-
grams at the university,
where he helps to oversee
teaching interns in addi-
tion to teaching classes in
history and philosophy.
Angelo also recently
published his fourth book
of poetry, titled “Toward
the Real: Poems for a New
Reality,” with In Case
of Emergency Press. In
this collection of poems,
he explores questions of
reality, love, death and
the volatile times we find
ourselves in.

Laura Bitto M.A.Ed.
’09, Ph.D. ’15 has been
promoted to assistant
professor of education at
McDaniel College in West-
minster, Maryland. She
is a mathematics teacher
educator and researcher,
focused on developing
and supporting mathe-
matics teacher leaders.
Prior to working in higher

education, she was an
elementary school teacher
in Hampton City Schools
in Hampton, Virginia, and
served as a mathematics
coach for K-12 teachers.

Anthony Vladu
M.Ed.’08, Ed.D. ’16 is
the new superintendent of
Gloucester County Public
Schools as of Aug. 1,
after serving as assistant
superintendent and chief
human resource officer
for the York County
School Division, as
reported by the Virgin-
ian-Pilot.

A session led by Wil-
liam & Mary Professor
of Marketing Dawn
Edmiston Ed.D. °20 and
marketing consul-
tant Amy Alyson Teller
’98, M.B.A. ’18 as part
of W&M Professional De-
velopment Week provided
key tips on how to lever-
age your personal brand
while networking. Look
online for a link to slides
used in the presentation
and a video of the talk.

Law
School

Graduate School
Reporter
MATT WIDMER J.D. ‘05
morrolan77@gmail.com

Please see magazine.
wm.edu/class-notes/law-
school for much more.

Eileen Albertson
Chapman J.D. °70 was
named guest speaker for
the 2023 Memorial Day
Parade in Danville, Penn-
sylvania.

Louis S. Shuntich
J.D. 71 has published
“Seeds of the Pasha,” a
mystery novel with ele-
ments of historical fiction
and romance.

The Hon. John A.
Gibney >73, HON J.D.
’19 received the 2023
American Inns of Court
Professionalism Award
for the Fourth Circuit.
Judge Gibney is a senior
U.S. district judge for the
U.S. District Court for
the Eastern District of
Virginia.

Tommy Norment
J.D. 73 was appointed
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to the William & Mary
Board of Visitors.

Timothy Michael
Broas J.D. 79 was
appointed to President
Biden’s Advisory Com-
mittee for Trade Policy
and Negotiations.

Raymond Paul
Johnson J.D. ’83 will
have his legal thriller,
“Conspiracy Ignited,”
published in spring 2024
by Blank Slate Press, an
imprint of Amphorae
Publishing Group.

Thomas H. Cook Jr.
J.D. ’87 has been named
the Best Lawyers 2024
Tax Law “Lawyer of the
Year” for Raleigh, North
Carolina.

Molly Ward J.D.

87 was appointed to the
National Park System
Advisory Board in May.

Ed Shaughnessy
J.D. ’88 was named to
the Lehigh Valley Busi-
ness Magazine’s “LVB
Power List” for 2023.

Sara Austin J.D. 90
received the Pennsylva-
nia Bar Association Solo
& Small Firm Section’s
annual award in July.

Craig Nolan J.D. °95
moved to Honolulu in
2020, where he serves
as chief of white collar
crimes at the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office.

William “Bill”
Kearney Jr. ’92, J.D.
’96 joined Stinson LLP in
Washington, D.C., as of
counsel in the Corpo-
rate Finance Practice
Division.

Douglas Dziak J.D.
’99 was nominated to
serve as a commissioner
of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission with
the Biden Administra-
tion.

Courtney Malveaux
J.D. 02 was appointed
to the Wiliam & Mary
Board of Visitors. He
is co-leader of Jackson
Lewis’ workplace safety
and health practice
group.

Hadley Perkins
J.D.’02 is excited to
announce the launch of
her special education
student-focused law
practice, Sereni Law
Group LLC.

The Hon. Thom-
as Cullen J.D. 04

WINTER 2024

published an article in
the Richmond-Times
Dispatch regarding the
importance of citizen
lawyers. Judge Cullen
serves as a district judge
for the Western District
of Virginia.

Angela Jones J.D.
’04 was featured in the
Sept. 5, 2023, issue of
Variety Magazine as
one of the 2023’s top
in-house entertainment
attorneys. Angela is a
senior director at Netflix.

Monica H. Khetar-
pal J.D. 04 was recent-
ly named co-leader of
the environmental, social
and governance group at
Jackson Lewis.

Andrew Skanchy
J.D. ’05 has joined
Downey Brand LLP as
a partner in the envi-
ronmental and land use
practice.

William Hubbard
J.D. 07 has been ap-
pointed to the Chesa-
peake Bank Northern
Neck Advisory Board.

Chris V. Rey J.D.
’10 is now president of
Barber-Scotia College in
Concord, North Carolina.

Kyle Elliott J.D. ’11
was named one of Style
Weekly’s 40 Under 40.

Anna Killius J.D. °13
was selected as the new
executive director of the
Chesapeake Bay Com-
mission.

Andrew King J.D.
*14 was honored as a “40
Under 40” in Columbus
Business First Magazine.
Andrew is a senior as-
sociate at Squire Patton
Boggs.

Colleen Smith J.D.
’15 received an “Accom-
plished Under 40” Award
from The Idaho Business
Review, presented by
Boise State University’s
College of Business and
Economics. She is an as-
sociate at Stris & Maher
LLP.

Michael Collett J.D.
’16 has joined the ranks
of the personal injury law
firm Breit Biniazan P.C.

Kaitlyn Hutcherson
’13, J.D. °16 married
Nigel Holley in June. She
is an associate at Woolf,
MecClane, Bright, Allen
and Carpenter.

Michelle Dunbar

J.D. °20 obtained her
LLM in taxation from
Georgetown University.

Peyton Watts J.D.
’20 was named in Arkan-
sas Business magazine’s
“The New Influentials:
20 in Their Twenties” for
2023.

Wesley Clayton J.D.
’21 was named in the
2023 Albany “40 Under
40.” He is a director at
Mercury Public Affairs.

Makenna Johnson
J.D. °21 was presented
the 2023 Jefferson B.
Fordham Up & Comers
Award by the American
Bar Association.

Virginia
Institute
of Marine

Science

Graduate School
Reporters
ELIZABETH HINCHEY
MALLOY
M.A. ‘96, PH.D. '02
hinchey.elizabeth@epa.gov
JANET NESTLERODE M.A.
‘96, PH.D. ‘04
nestlerode.janet@epa.gov

‘While summering in
Virginia, Janet crashed
the annual Oliver

family cookout hosted
by Jacques Oliver
M.S.’00, Ph.D. ’05
and Leah MacDon-

ald Oliver M.A. 00
(biology) at their home
in Vienna over Father’s
Day weekend. VIMSers
in attendance included
Scott and Beth Wa-
terson Lerberg M.S.
’05, M.A.Ed. 09, Alex
Jestel M.S. °03, Missy
Southworth M.S. °98,
Deb Lambert M.S. °05,
and Bruce Vogt M.S.
03, along with a sizable
collection of young
offspring in tow (who all
seem to be growing faster
than a York River spring
bloom!).

Alex is chief of the Fo-
rensic Analytical Branch
at the U.S. Army Combat
Capabilities Development
Command Chemical
Biological Center at Ab-
erdeen Proving Ground,

Maryland. Missy is a
senior marine scientist
at VIMS where she runs
the field program for the
Molluscan Ecology Lab
and counts a whole lot
of oysters. Deb works
for NOAA Fisheries in
the Office of Sustain-
able Fisheries in Silver
Spring, Maryland. Bruce
is the ecosystem science
manager in NOAA’s Ches-
apeake Bay Office in An-
napolis, Maryland. Bruce
and Deb have two boys,
Finnegan (8) and Elliot
(4), and Bruce carries
on the soccer tradition
through coaching both of
their soccer teams.

VIMS is turning
85in 2025 and will
be marking this mile-
stone with a year-long
celebration filled with
anniversary-themed
events. Stay tuned for
updates via VIMS’s
social media channels
and websites. Consider
adding a pilgrimage back
to Gloucester Point for
Homecoming & Reunion
‘Weekend to your 2025
travel plans. We hope to
see you there!

Our column is a little
slim this issue because
we didn’t get news from
our readers (ahem...).
While we love coming
up with clever puns and
references to the past to
make you chuckle as you
read the news, we can’t
do it without your up-
dates (yes, we’re talking
to YOU)! Call in your
“Quips” (Glo-Quips style
news is always welcome!)
to your class reporters,
Scoop Hinchey and
Newshound Nestlerode,
to share with fellow
alumni — y’all know who
you are!
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In Memoriam

Below are the names of members of the William & Mary community

whose passing was reported between July 8 and Nov. 5, 2023. To

read extended obituaries, please go online to our mag-

azine website at magazine.wm.edu/in-memoriam. Please
send information to Alumni Records, P.O. Box 8795, Williamsburg, VA
23187, call 757-221-1167 or email alumni.magazine@wm.edu.

Mary Emelyn Dilts
Dixon *44 of Olmsted
Township, Ohio, died
Oct. 16, 2022.

Shirley Printz Scott
Barham °46 of Fort
Monroe, Virginia, died
Oct. 15, 2023.

Cecil “Cecy” Cary
Cunningham °46, P
’82, P ’92 of Stewart-
stown, Pennsylvania,
died Aug. 31, 2023.

Ann Anderson Apper-
son 47, J.D. °50 of
Lexington, Virginia,
died Oct. 8, 2023.

William “Bill” Mor-
timer Harrison Jr.
247, P75 of Wil-
liamsburg died Sept.
11, 2023.

Dr. Barbara Seifert
Meyers °49 of Rock-
ville, Maryland, died
Nov. 3, 2023.

Robert “Bob” Peck-
ham Hegeman 50
of Greenfield, Massa-
chusetts, died Nov. 27,
2022.

Allen “Al” Lee Bow-
man ’51 of Green
Valley, Arizona, died
Oct. 14, 2022.

Margaret “Maggie”
Slayton Glauber °51
of Fort Belvoir, Virginia,
died Aug. 4, 2023.

Michael Ralph Levy
°51, G °20 of Auburn-
dale, Massachusetts,
died Oct. 20, 2023.

UNDERGRADUATE ALUMNI

Constance Zuidema
Moerschell °51
of Virginia Beach,
Virginia, died Aug. 16,
2023.

William “Billy” Daniel
Beard Sr. °52 of Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia,
died July 8, 2023.

Harry William Carl-
son ’52 of Burlington,
North Carolina, died
Sept. 8, 2023.

Jeanne Mussman
Marcus ’52 of Ports-
mouth, Virginia, died
July 11, 2023.

Anna Holliday Wal-
lace °52 of San Diego,
California, died Sept.
16, 2023.

Phyllis “Phyl” Schaf-
fer DeCourcy °53, G
’09 of Waynesboro,
Virginia, died July 29,
2023.

Jeraline “Jerry”
Seelinger Knight °53
of Norfolk, Virginia,
died Nov. 6, 2022.

Dorothy Bailey Sazio
’53, M.Ed. 68 of Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia,
died Aug. 30, 2023.

Donald “Don” Phil-
lip Woulfe °53 of
Chicago, Illinois, died
Aug. 29, 2023.

Margaret Maxwell
Braddock Bowman
54 of Green Valley,
Arizona, died July 31,
2023.
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Wayne Summers
Jones 54 of Jackson-
ville, Florida, died Feb.
16, 2023.

Mary Ellen Wortman
Ackerson ’55, P
’80 of Fort Belvoir,
Virginia, died Sept. 3,
2023.

Ronald “Ron” Irwin
Drake Jr. °55 of
Charlotte, North
Carolina, died June 19,
2023.

Marilyn Zaiser Ott °55
of Cincinnati, Ohio,
died May 6, 2023.

Ruth Margaret Peyton
°55 of San Antonio,
Texas, died Feb. 20,
2023.

Elizabeth “Bettie”
Travis Saunders
Campbell °56, P °81
of Williamsburg died
Aug. 14, 2023.

Carl William Ander-
son °57 of Williams-
burg died Sept. 30,
2023.

Willafay Cardwell
Hopkins McKenna
’57, J.D. 77 of Wil-
liamsburg died Sept.
21, 2023.

Michael “Mike” Barry
Miller °57 of Oxford,
Connecticut, died July
5,2023.

Roberta “Bobbie”
Shaw Thomas 57 of
Alexandria, Virginia,
died Aug. 22, 2023.

Jackson “Jack” Stu-
art White Jr. °57 of
Abington, Virginia,
died Sept. 10, 2023.

Daniel James Wood
57 of Albuquerque,
New Mexico, died
Sept. 4, 2023.

Robert “Bob” Arthur
Bales ’58 of Newport
News, Virginia, died
Aug. 4, 2023.

Roger Anthony Koury
°58 of Richmond,
Virginia, died July 8,
2023.

Dr. John Paul Sudi-
mack ’58 of Mechan-
icsburg, Pennsylvania,
died Feb. 11, 2022.

Brigid Horrocks Davis
’60 of Falls Church,
Virginia, died Aug. 5,
2022.

Kenneth Dane Brook-
sher °61, P 88, G ’16
of Elsberry, Missouri,
died July 25, 2023.

Dr. William “Bill”
Ellis Clayton Jr.
61 of Falls Church,
Virginia, died July 31,
2023.

Leita St. Clair LePori
61 of Victoria, Texas,
died Oct. 6, 2023.

Robert Wayne Loekle
’61 of Winston-Salem,
North Carolina, died
July 31, 2023.

Donald “Don” George
Pons ’61, P °93, G °26
of Williamsburg died
Aug. 18, 2023.

Nancy Timberlake
Spencer ’61, P °87 of
Gloucester, Virginia,
died Sept. 11, 2023.

Reiss “Spud” Price
Tatum *62 of Jackson-
ville, Florida, died July
20, 2023.

Dennis Joseph O’Brien
’63 of Stuart, Florida,
died April 28, 2023.

Dennis Martin
O’Toole °63, P °95 of
Midlothian, Virginia,
died Sept. 19, 2023.

Robert “Bob” James
Andrews ’65 of
Hiram, Ohio, died Oct.
20, 2023.

Ann “Cookie” Cook
Howard °65 of Staf-
ford, Virginia, died July
18, 2023.

Erwin “Alex” McDow-
ell Alexander 66 of
Suffolk, Virginia, died
Sept. 7, 2022.

Kenneth “Ken” Fran-
cis Ley Jr. 66 of
Huntington, Pennsylva-
nia, died Aug. 10, 2023.

William “Bill” Field-
ing Binns 67, P °92,
P’96, G20, G’24
of Manakin-Sabot,
Virginia, died Oct. 26,
2023.

Ogden William Confer
67 of Minneapolis,
Minnesota, died July
28, 2023.

Charlotte Whitehurst
Culpepper ’67, P
’90, G °21 of Chesa-
peake, Virginia, died
July 26, 2023.

Paul “Larry” Laurens
Sartoris ’67 of Rich-
mond, Virginia, died
Oct. 31, 2023.

William Thomas
Jordan Jr. ’68, J.D.
73 of Dyersburg,
Tennessee, died July
20, 2022.

Mary Ellen Hurn Korte
68 of Mequon, Wiscon-
sin, died July 30, 2023.

Thomasine “Thommy?”
Rowell Snead °68 of
Hendersonville, North
Carolina, died July 12,
2022.

Richard Frank Abraha-
mson ’70 of Fiskdale,
Massachusetts, died
Aug. 12, 2023.

Ann Marie Lee °71,
M.Ed. ’82 of Bar-
hamsville, Virginia,
died Oct. 13, 2023.

Charlotte Atwater
Miller °71 of Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania,
died Oct. 24, 2023.
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In the annual Sunset Ceremony during Homecoming & Reunion Weekend, we
honor members of the W&M community who passed away during the year.
Watch the 2023 ceremony af homecoming.wm.edu/sunsetceremony.

Preston Duff Rearick
72, M.Ed. *75 of
Roanoke, Virginia, died
Sept. 8, 2023.

Neal “Shifty” Allen
Shifman °72 of Sud-
bury, Massachusetts,
died Aug. 28, 2023.

Roger Anthony Hiegel
*73 of Richmond,
Virginia, died Aug. 24,
2023.

Dr. Frank “Rusty”
Douglass Bruni °74
of Richmond, Virginia,
died Oct. 7, 2023.

Frances “Fran” Coun-
cil Miller °74 of Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia,
died Dec. 3, 2021.

David Nicholas Vogan
74 of Washington, D.C.,
died Sept. 23, 2023.

Billye Frances Fary
Dalton *75 of Glouces-
ter, Virginia, died Sept.
28, 2023.

Karen Lee Bond *76 of
Hampton, Virginia, died
Sept. 7, 2023.

Billie Thomas Phelps
’76, ML.A.Ed. 79 of
Lakewood, Colorado,
died Jan. 23, 2021.

Carolyn Rasmussen
Close ’81 of Clearwa-
ter, Florida, died Aug.
21, 2023.

Susan “Sue” Marie
0O’°Gorman Adams
’82 of White Plains,
New York, died Aug. 24,
2023.

Marie Carty McMul-
len °84 of Ashburn,
Virginia, died Aug. 23,
2023.

FALL 2023

Richard “Rick” Gra-
ham Jones Jr. ’85 of
Williamsburg died Oct.
24, 2023.

Lisa Marie Krizan ’85,
P21, P°22 of Rich-
mond, Virginia, died
July 27, 2023.

Christopher “Chris”
Donnell Childs *86 of
Finksburg, Maryland,
died July 3, 2023.

Laura Ruth Wells
Edwards °91 of Ches-
apeake, Virginia, died
Dec. 29, 2022.

Whitney Paige Kern
91 of Richmond,
Virginia, died Sept. 10,
2023.

Michael Thomas Moss
’96 of Annandale,
Virginia, died March 2,
2023.

Julie Anne Hollo-
way Bryant ’97 of
Topping, Virginia, died
Sept. 4, 2023.

Robert Scott Deacle
97 of Trappe, Pennsyl-

vania, died May 5, 2023.

Janis Beyer Pepper
’97, P81, P °96 of
Alexandria, Virginia,
died Aug. 16, 2023.

Adrienne M. Vaughan
’00 of Glen Rock, New
Jersey, died Aug. 3,
2023.

Mary Elizabeth “Beth”
Jones-Mason ’03 of
Land O’ Lakes, Florida,
died Oct. 22, 2023.

Alisia “Tori” Victoria
Davis Nixon 06 of
Marietta, Georgia, died
Sept. 13, 2023.

Andrew “AJ” Jazem
Gray ’10 of Austin,
Texas, died Aug. 23,
2023.

GRADUATE ALUMNI

Nathan “Nate” Rich-
ard Berkley M.Ed.
’69, C.A.S.E. 72 of
Lorton, Virginia, died
Aug. 8, 2023.

John William Dixon
M.B.A. °70 of Marl-
borough, Connecticut,
died July 16, 2023.

William “Greg”
Gregory Cridlin Jr.
M.B.A.’71, P °05 of
Cape Charles, Virginia,
died July 14, 2023.

Paul Robert Allison
M.B.A.’72 of Edge-
water, Maryland, died
June 5, 2023.

Cecil “Monty” Lam-
onte Miller I1
M.B.A. 72 of Valdo-
sta, Georgia, died July
18, 2023.

Richard Douglas
Carrington J.D.
*73 of San Francisco,
California, died Oct.
22,2023.

Carlton Ann Adams
M.Ed. ’74 of Winder,
Georgia, died Aug. 25,
2023.

Richard “Rich” Fran-
cis DeMong M.B.A.
*74 of Charlottesville,
Virginia, died Aug. 5,
2023.

Paul Scott Hutton J.D.
74 of Lexington, Mas-
sachusetts, died June
14, 2023.

Thomas Grover Cline
M.Ed. °75 of Hampton,
Virginia, died Aug. 3,
2023.

Barbara Pravecek
Pearce M.A.Ed. °76,
P 90 of Richmond,
Virginia, died Feb. 22,
2022.

Susan Wolff McKakin
M.L.T. 80 of Midlo-
thian, Virginia, died
Sept. 10, 2023.

John Peter Clements
M.B.A.’82, P ’11 of
Carson, Virginia, died
July 28, 2023.

Lynda Simmons
Thompson J.D. 88
of Keller, Texas, died
Oct. 30, 2023.

Lauro Julio Calliari
Ph.D. °90 of Rio
Grande, Brazil, died
Feb. 14, 2023.

Thomas W. Hale
M.Ed. °78, Ed.S. ’90
of Williamsburg died
Sept. 20, 2023.

Philip Seward News-
wanger M.B.A. °94 of
Norfolk, Virginia, died
Aug. 6, 2023.

Jeffrey “Jeff” R.
Gardner M.B.A. *97
of Newport Beach,
California, died Aug.
27,2023.

Audrey Elizabeth Alb-
ertson M.B.A. 01
of North Wilkesboro,
North Carolina, died
April 15, 2023.

Cynthia “Cindy”
Bateman Farrand
M.B.A. 05 of Reids-
ville, North Carolina,
died Oct. 23, 2023.

Brendan Michael Rel-
yea J.D. ’06 of Wap-
pingers Falls, New York,
died Aug. 2, 2023.

Demetria “Demi” Lynn
Argiropoulos J.D. 16
of Arlington, Virginia,
died Aug. 8, 2023.

FACULTY & STAFF

Marjorie Ellen Artzer
of Williamsburg died
Sept. 14, 2023.

James “Jim” L. Axtell
P ’93 of Brevard,
North Carolina, died
Aug. 29, 2023.

Kathleen Joan Brag-
don-Brown of Wil-
liamsburg died June
29, 2023.

Michael August Faia
of Staunton, Virginia,
died July 19, 2023.

Philip Joseph Funigi-
ello of Williamsburg
died Aug. 20, 2023.

Hector Hugo Guer-
rero of Williamsburg
died Nov. 5, 2023.

Gerald “Jerre” Homer
Johnson of Boulder,
Colorado, died Sept.
18, 2023.

Vinson H. Sutlive Jr.
P°77, P85, G’15 of
Wilmore, Kentucky,
died Oct. 4, 2023.

Mary Josephine
Delahaye Anderson
of Williamsburg died
Aug. 7, 2023.

Raymond Bernard
Bowman Sr. of Wil-
liamsburg died July 11,
2023.
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John Lee Grober of
Williamsburg died
Aug. 30, 2023.

Mildred Ann Sink of
Williamsburg died
Aug. 27, 2023.

FRIENDS OF W&M

George N. Condyles
IV P °10 of Mechan-
icsville, Virginia, died
June 12, 2022.

Donna Wright Malvin
of Newport News,
Virginia, died Sept. 27,
2023.

Peter W. Sushka Jr.
of Charlottesville,
Virginia, died Sept. 6,
2023.
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A BRICK IS
-OREVER

The engraved bricks on Clarke Plaza at the

Alumni House tell so many stories, and what

better gift to give to that someone special.

Inscribe your message on a brick at the Alumni

House to add your story to the thousands of
bricks from generations of W&M alumni and
friends. Learn more at wmalumni.com/brick
or call 757.221.1168.
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THIS IS GIVING FOR THE FUTURE.

The direct impact on our community from gifts made through a will, trust or retirement
plan is immense — these gifts have provided experiential learning scholarships for
students in the arts and outfit the practice rooms in the new Music Building. As

we celebrate the Year of the Arts, we also celebrate the difference planned gifts have
made in these projects and across campus. The impact of these gifts will reverberate
through the William & Mary community for generations.

Real-world outcomes like these are why generations of alumni, parents and friends
have made legacy gifts for the future. What could your legacy gift make possible?

You can provide meaningful opportunities for the students, faculty and programs
you care deeply about today and help the community you love to flourish for all
time coming.

Make an impact. Fund your Why.
Plan your future gift today.

Rachel Drazdowski, J.D.
Executive Director of Gift Planning
rdrazdowski@wm.edu | 757-221-1291

WILLIAM & MARY

OFFICE OF GIFT PLANNING



ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

P.O. Box 2100
WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23187

wmalumni.com

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

With definitive boldness, our community came together to change the game for W&M Athletics.

Thanks to your tremendous generosity, we reached our $55-million All In campaign goal, enabling us to:

Strengthen our financial foundation to fund the most pressing priorities.
Reimagine the home for W&M Athletics as we continue to transform our facilities.
Provide for the future to build lasting financial stability.

Thank you for making a difference for every student-athlete! Your support
remains essential as we shape the future of W&M Athletics.

GO TRIBE!
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