
Most people don’t get the opportuni-
ty to blow a poisonous dart at a
target in the Amazon. “I hit the

target on the second try,” said Sharon Hall
McBay ’63, who used a 4-foot bamboo tube
to aim and shoot the dart. 

This thrill was just one of many on the
Natural Wonders Around the World excur-
sion she went on through the Alumni Jour-
neys program at the William and Mary
Alumni Association, from Jan. 22 to Feb. 13. 

McBay says she felt completely at ease
as a single traveler as soon as she got on
the plane, although she had trepidations at
first. She, along with fellow William and
Mary travelers Sharon Spooner Gray ’65
and Dr. Robert “Bob” ’67 and Christine
Rowland ’67, had the adventure of a lifetime
along with 80 other travelers, who ranged
in ages from 16 to 83.

After the group left the States, their
adventure began in the Peruvian Amazon
and then moved to the Galapagos Islands
and Easter Island before the travelers made
their way to Samoa, the Great Barrier Reef,
Papua New Guinea, Borneo, Madagascar, the
Serengeti Plain and finally Madeira Island
before returning to Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 

For many William and Mary alumni,
learning is a lifelong activity that goes
beyond the classroom’s four walls. Educa-
tional travel offers people a unique glimpse
at history, geology, sociology, zoology and
many other areas of interest.

Charles Darwin may not have used a pri-
vate jet when he went to the Galapagos, but
on the TCS Expeditions Natural Wonders
trip it offered a convenient and comfortable
way to travel — not to mention the
overviews of Mt. Kilimanjaro. “We flew
around Kilimanjaro in several different
directions,” says Dr. Rowland. “You’d neverP
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W&M

Around the
World Adventure
~ MELISSA V. PINARD

The famous Huli Wigmen of
Papua New Guinea
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Board of Directors Meeting in New York

get that type of service if you planned the
trip on your own.”

“When I flew economy class recently on
another trip, I fondly remembered the pri-
vate jet,” says McBay. “It spoiled me.” 

From the size of the Amazon River to the
tame nature of animals on the Galapagos
Islands, Gray said that the trip was full of
surprises. “Everywhere we were had some-
thing different to offer for us to enjoy,” says
Gray. “The seals on the Galapagos didn’t
even move when they saw us. They couldn’t
have cared less that we were splashing in
the water right next to them.”

Some of the surprises were not planned,
such as the time Dr. Rowland tried to help
save the life of a native Huli tribesman, after
the tribe had come out to dance for the trav-
elers. “One of the main chieftains collapsed,”
says Dr. Rowland, a radiologist by trade.
“Evidentally he had a massive heart attack.”
Rowland, along with a fellow traveler who
was an anesthesiologist, assisted the TCS
Expeditions staff physician in administering
CPR, but they were not able to revive the
tribesman. 

And then there was the wildlife. Most of 

The Alumni Association’s Board of Directors gathered in New York City

for their spring meeting on March 23-24, 2006, prior to the 12th bien-

nial New York Auction. Among other actions taken during the meeting,

the Board:

• Voted on the 2006 Alumni Medallion Award recipients and select-
ed Constance Warren Desaulniers ’75, Thomas P. Hollowell ’65,
J.D. ’68, M.L.T. ’69, Susan Aheron Magill ’72, Theresa Thomp-
son ’67 and Winfred O’Neil Ward ’54.

• Approved Charter Day as the new time and place to honor Medallion
recipients, thereby eliminating the need for the Homecoming Ball.

• Selected Joseph J. Plumeri ’66 as the 2006 Homecoming Grand
Marshal.

• Approved the selection of James Armstrong, director of William and
Mary Choirs, and Robb L. Dunn, associate athletic director, as recipi-
ents of the 2006 Faculty/Staff Service Awards.

• Granted associate alumni status to 20 retiring non-alumni employ-
ees of the College.

• Reviewed and approved the 2006-07 operating budget for the
Alumni Association.

• Named the five 2006 Alumni Fellowship Award recipients: Alison I.
Beach, assistant professor of religious studies; Rachel DiNitto,
assistant professor of modern languages and literatures; Mark H.
Forsyth, assistant professor of biology; Robert L. Hicks, assistant
professor of economics; and Ram K. Ganeshan, assistant profes-
sor of business.

— Melissa V. Pinard

During the meeting the Board approved new officers (l-r): Julian L.
White ’83, treasurer; Henry H. George ’65, president; Elizabeth “Libba”
A. Galloway ’79, vice president; and Earl “Tuggy” L. Young ’59, secretary.

Left: Travelers marveled
while watching orang-
utans at a preserve in
Borneo. Below: Four
alumni stand in front of
the Moai statues on East-
er Island. The society on
the island forced itself
into extinction.

(Continued on page 127)



Nancy Wonnell Mathews ’76 was presented a 2005

Alumni Service Award during the Lord Botetourt

Auction on Feb. 10. Matthews has chaired the auc-

tion twice — once in 1992 and a second time in

2002 — and served on the auction committee since

its inception in 1990. She and her husband, Hallett

Mathews (Honorary Alumnus ’02), have supported

Tribe Athletics for years.Additionally, she has served on the board of

directors of the Athletic Educational Foundation. Mathews, who served on

her 25th Reunion gift committee, is currently a member of the Class of

1976 30th Reunion gift committee.

According to the bylaws established
by the Alumni Association Board of
Directors, Honorary Alumni of the

College must achieve a “distinguished record
of service, support, advocacy and commit-
ment on behalf of the College of William and
Mary and/or its schools, departments, units,
organizations and boards.”

On Feb. 10, the Alumni Association for-
mally inducted five individuals who have
exemplified these qualities through their
actions at William and Mary.

The former purveyor of Wythe Candies
and Gourmet and Wythe-Will Distributors,
Gordon Angles has been an advocate of
Tribe Athletics with unparalleled passion
for more than 30 years. Along with his
wife, Judy, Angles has supported student-
athletes and coaches and established an
Athletic Leadership Endowment, which
will enhance the salaries of William and
Mary coaches. Angles has also supported
many athletics special events, including the
Plumeri Pro-Am, the Lord Botetourt Auc-
tion and the Wightman Cup.

The Roanoke Alumni Chapter has bene-
fited greatly from the contributions of
Karen Beldegreen. She has participated in
the chapter’s Habitat for Humanity proj-
ects and currently serves as the Web site
administrator. An avid traveler, Beldegreen
has joined alumni on over 16 trips through
the Alumni Journeys program, including
travels to Kenya, Italy, Egypt and Russia. 

A former executive with CBS, Belde-

green established an endowment for in-
state graduate students enrolled at the
Mason School of Business, as well as an
endowment for undergraduate out-of-state
students at the school.

When the Campaign for William and
Mary was formally launched in 2003, Betti
Brown made sure the celebration went off
without a hitch. A production manager by
profession, Brown worked with student per-
formers, the Pine Rock production team,
the president, University Development and
many others to coordinate the program.
Since the Campaign launch, Brown has con-
tinued to assist the Alumni Association and
Development with site location suggestions
for Campaign regional events and the Wel-
come President Nichol receptions. She is
married to Bob Ramsey ’72.

Through her 28-year career with the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency, Lois Critchfield
developed first-hand knowledge of the Mid-
dle East. When she established the James
H. Critchfield Memorial Endowment at the
College in honor of her late husband, Critch-
field cited three priorities it would address
for William and Mary students studying the
Middle East. Those included a study abroad
and academic exchange with noted Middle
Eastern universities, an expanded faculty-
student research effort on topics specifically
related to Middle Eastern and Arabic stud-
ies, and enhanced programming at the Ara-
bic Language House. 

From October 1987 until June 2005, count-
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A Distinguished Record of Service
The Alumni Association Inducts 2006 Honorary Alumni

Alumni Service Awards

less alumni interacted with Elizabeth
MacLeish, former director of Alumni Trav-
el Programs and executive assistant to
former Executive Vice President Barry
Adams. With an extensive knowledge of the
Alumni Association and a helpful and posi-
tive attitude, MacLeish was instrumental in
the successful accomplishment of many
projects throughout her tenure, some of
which included the Alumni Center Expan-
sion Campaign, support for the Tercente-
nary Celebration, the implementation of
numerous policies and procedures and the
establishment and growth of the Alumni
Journeys program.

— John T. Wallace

(L-r) Lois Critchfield, Gordon Angles and Betti
Brown were inducted as Honorary Alumni.
Karen Beldegreen and Elizabeth MacLeish
were also honored, but unable to attend.

Henry D.Wilde Jr. ’53 was presented a 2004 Alum-

ni Service Award on Jan. 14 for his ongoing efforts

on behalf of the College and the Alumni Associa-

tion.As co-chair of his 50th Reunion gift commit-

tee,Wilde and his classmates raised over $1.3 mil-

lion for their class gift. He is an emeritus member

of the Endowment Association board and a former

vice president of the Alumni Association Board of Directors.Wilde, who

lives in Texas, is a founding member and past president of the Houston

Alumni Chapter. He has served as a member of the Houston Alumni

Admission Network and as a class agent.
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Class of 1956 Celebrates 50th Reunion

The 2006 50th Reunion weekend began

with a welcome reception at the Muscarelle

Museum of Art on Friday evening, April 28.

Activities continued Saturday morning with

breakfast, a student panel discussion and a

guided bus tour of campus. Following the

tour, President Gene R. Nichol accepted the

Class of 1956 reunion gift on behalf of the

College at a luncheon in Trinkle Hall.

Saturday evening, classmates met at the

University Center for a reception and dinner.

The class relived memories of graduation 50

years ago, on Sunday, by donning academic

regalia and receiving medallions during the

Olde Guarde Induction Ceremony in the

Wren Yard. Immediately following this cere-

mony, deceased classmates were honored

during a special Service of Remembrance.
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Olde Guarde Day 2006

Olde Guarde Day, on May 1, featured guest

speaker Harrison R. Tyler ’49 during the aca-

demic symposium, discussing his great-

grandfather, the 10th U.S. President John

Tyler. The traditional Bloody Mary reception

followed to welcome the newest members of

the Olde Guarde, the Class of 1956.

During the luncheon, President Gene R.

Nichol addressed the audience, admiring

their dedication to the College. Linwood

Perkins ’52, Olde Guarde chair, presented

Dixon L. Foster ’44, B.C.L. ’49 (pictured

above left with his wife, Nancy Norris Foster

’44) with the fourth annual Olde Guarde

Distinguished Service Award. The Gentle-

men of the College performed a rousing

rendition of the “Alma Mater” to conclude

the day’s festivities.
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New York Auction 2006
This year’s auction featured many amazing items, but the biggest bidding war was over the
adorable puppy honorary auctioneer President Gene R. Nichol toured around the room. Sam
Sadler ’64, M.Ed. ’71 served as auctioneer with guest appearances by Joseph Plumeri ’66 and
President Emeritus Paul R. Verkuil ’61. Alumni from all classes gathered at the Grand Hyatt for
the auction, which grossed close to $200,000 for the Alumni Association’s out-of-state stu-
dent scholarship endowment, diversity programming, the Dean’s Endowment for the Arts, and
Alumni Association programs and publications. On the Saturday evening after the big event,
alumni had the opportunity to attend the Broadway musical Wicked and to be greeted by the
cast during a special post-show program. See additional photos at www.wmalumni.com.

AWicked Good Time

Student Academic Prizes to Undergraduates
William and Mary Alumni Association President Henry George ’65 presented certificates
and monetary awards to 20 students during the 2006 Student Academic Prize Awards
Reception on April 19 at the Alumni Center.

From top of staircase left to right, Physics Prize: Daniel S. Damiani ’06; Tiberius
Gracchus Jones Prize: Maxwell B. Uphaus ’06; History Prize: Amy C. Green ’06; Molecular
& Cellular Biology Prize: Ryan M. Fame ’06; Howard Scammon Drama Prize and G. Glen-
wood Clark Fiction Prize: Caroline K. Bennett ’08; Business Prize: Timothy J. Slattery ’06;
Music Prize: Matthew L. Klein ’06; Three-Dimensional Art Prize: Ty A. Brickhouse ’07; Busi-
ness Prize: Brian D. Callen ’06; Geology Prize: Laura J. Buchanan ’06; Two-Dimensional Art
Prize: Erin E. Murray ’06; G. Glenwood Clark Fiction Prize: Elizabeth A. Sutherland ’09;
Geology Prize: Sarah E. Kolbe ’06; G. Glenwood Clark Fiction Prize: James R. Todd ’06;
Organismal Biology Prize: Laura C. Page ’06; Chemistry Prize: Melissa Sprachman ’06;
Art History Prize: Tingting Zhang ’06.

Not pictured: Academy of American Poets Prize: Ruth M. Stickland ’07; Goronwy Owen
Poets Prize: Ann E. Lefeve ’07.




